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1. . GANDID DISQUISITION
’ ° OF THAHRE,

PRINCIPLES and PRACTICES
oy ‘l'i'll MOST

Ancient and Honoyrable SOCIETY of.

Free and Accepted Mafons ;

TOOCXTHER WITH

Some STRICTURES on the Oric1N,
N,q'rvxs, and Drsiaon of that
INSTITUTION.

PEDICATED, BY PERMISSION,

To the moff Noble and moff Worbipful

HENRY Duxe of BEAUFORT, &. &,
GRAND MASTER. :

LB

; By WELLINS CALCOTT, P. M

i
Dw c}a animumgue ferros

L O ND O N:
Printed for the AUTHOR,
By Brother Jamzes DixwsLy, in 81, Martins Lanes
A. L. 5769. A. D, 1769, '
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DEDICATION.

't"o "rim MOST PUISSANT AND NOBLE PRINCE
HENRY SOMERSET,
DuieofBemfort Marquis and Earl of Wore

“ceftet and Glamorgan; Pifeount Grofmont;

Baron Herbert ; Lord of Ragland, Chepftow,

and-Gower - and-Baron Beavfort of Caldecot

Cattle, Mufp Worfbipful Grand Mafter of the
" moft ancient and bowonrable SOCIETY of
FREE and ACCEPTED MASONS'
s ENGLAND, -+

© May it pleafe your G R AC K,

THE- following fhizets tending to inculcate-

the exalted *‘principles of benevolence,
univerfal harmony and unlimitted charity, have
a peculiar claim to your Grace’s patronage and
protection, who {o-zealoufly. and fuccefsfully
have fupported and diffufed the bleflings of our
laudable inftitution. . Honours! derived from
fuch a fource, and eftablithed on a conftant ad-

herence to fuch excellent defigns, can never fade.
And




DEDICATION,

Md while they endear your Grace to every hu» |

mane heart, muft glfo infpjre the friends to our
Jociety, with the moft lively fentiments of grati-
tude and pleafure, both for your-Graces atten,
tion, and known goodnefs to particular brethren,
and your readinefs to propofe and adopt every
meafure, calculated to add dignity to our efta-
;:l;ﬂ:mnt, and give energy and anthority fo its

.This glorious. profpe@ gives us the fulleft
hopes, that under your Grace’s illuftrious pa-
tronage the benign featiments of charity, and
the indifpenfible duty of promoting the general
welfare of mankigd, will be morg univerfally and
extenfively received,

- Encouraged by thefe confiderations, | Batter

mykelf, your Grace will forgive my endeavour
to fecure permanency to the following fheets, by
prefixing a name, which muft be revered by
every friend to the intereft of humanity, and the
benevoleat jntentions of oy inftitution, till time
and mafonry fhall be no mose,

- May it pléafc your Grace,
Your GRACE's mof dutifal,
And devated bamble fervant,

WELLINS CALCOTT.
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Rowland Berkley, Efg; G. T.
Mr. Thomas French, G. S.

A

R Henry Adams, Atorney at Law, S. to.the
; Cornubian Lodge, at Launcefton, Cornwall
M Mr. H. Adean, Long Acre - -
% Mr. J. Adams, Mariner .
Mr. Adams of Torwood, Devon.
Mr. Robert Adamfon, Page of .the .back Stairs to hl
Royal Highnefs the Duke of Gloucefter
Mr. Parmenas Adcock, Tower-hill
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William Allen, Efq; St. James’s, Ro ,
Mr. William Allen, of the Plymoutblgxwﬁonof Marmes,
W.S. W,
Mr. Thomas Allard, Taylor, Briftol, P. M.
Mr. Allanfon, Mercer, St. Clement’s Church Yard
Rev. Mr. Allen, Helfton, Cornwall
Thomas Alleyne, Efq; Bennet Street, Weftminfter
Mr. Allifon, Printer, Falmouth, P. M.
Mr. William Anderton, Surgeon, at Bath, P.
Mr. Edward Anderfon, Chelfea
Mr. Burt. Anderfon, Ditto
Mr. Anfell, Linen Draper, ‘Bath
“Mr. Anthony, Mercer, St. Ives, -Cornwall
Mr. George Antrobus, Clog-makcr, Briftol
Mr. Andrews, Ditftiller, Craven’s Bulldlngs, W.S. W.
Mr. Arno, of Arno’s Vale, near Briftol
Mr. Afhley, the Talbot Inn, Strand, R. W. M.
Mr. Athley, Purfer in the Royal Navy, Plymouth
Mr. William Afh, ditto
Mr. J. Afhfield, the King’s Arms Lodge, Shad Thames
Mr. William Askwith, Ripon, Yorkfhire
Mr. H. Atwood, Surgeon, ath, P. M :
Mr. T. W. Atwood of ditto ‘
Mr. R. Atwood, of ditto, S
r. Atkinfon, Apothecary, Pallmall, Roy. Pa.
{th Aubrey, Efq; Member of Parhamcnt, R. Pa. -
illiam Aveline, Efq; Oxford Road -
Mr. Benjamine Axford, Brazier, Stall Street, Bath
Lieutenant Richard Aylmer, 17th Reglmcnt of Foot,
Iminfter
B

His Grace the Duke of Buccleugh, R.P. 2 copies
Right Hon. Lord Vifcount Bateman, R. P.

The Hon. Arthur Barry, Chefhire

ohn Harris Barringten, Efq; Radnorfhire

Mr. James Bayley, Briftol

Mr. James Barr, ditto

Mr. William Ball, S. St. George’s Lo. Exeter

Mr. Ralph Baan, of Creemill Paflage, Devonthire
Mr. Thomas Batty, Plymouth Doc

Mr. J. Bayley, Attorney at-Law, ditto

Mr. M. Bailey, Half Moon Tavern, Salifbury
Nr. Robert Barron, Brazier, Plymouth

Mr. Robert Bailey,  Taylor, ditto

Capt. John Barclay of the Marines, ditte

Mr, Join Badcock of Penzance Mr.
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Mr. Andrew Banfield, at the King of Prafiia, Marazion
~ Mr. Edmund Pearfe Banfill, Dartmouth .
Mr. William Baftard, Exeter, Coroncr for the County
. of Devon. P.M.
Mr. S. Banton, Exeter ;
Mr. John Bate, Swan Inn and Tavern, at Poleflor, near
Exeter
James Barton, Efg; St. James’s Street, R. P.
Mr. Patrick Barry, Lymington
Mr. Henry Barrar, Little Park, Windfor
Mr. Ball, at the Flatk, Chelfea
Mr. John Baker, of the Salutation Inn and Tavern,
Toptham
Mr. Leopald Bachmire
Mr. Richard Barker, Surgeon, London, Royal Paper
Mr. John Barton, Archite®, Winchefter, R. P.
Mr. Richard Bethell, W. I. W. of the Paladian Lo.
Hereford ' i
Mr. Samuel Berry, Briftol
r. Thomas Bennet, Glafs-Maker, Briftol
Mr. John Beard, Jun. Merchant, Penzance, P. M.
George Bell, Eﬁ}; Falmouth, P. G. M.
Mr. Stephen Bell, ditto, R. W. M.
Mr. John Bearblock, Woollen Draper, Weftminfter
Arthur Beardmore, Efq; London
Mr. Birch, Wine Merchant, Bath
Mr, Biggs, Surveyor, at Windfor, R. P.
Mr. John Biggs, Butcher, at ditto
Mr. John Bidcock, Plymouth
Mr. Richard Martin Bird, Baker, Fenchurch Street
Mr. Thomas-Blagden, Surgeon, Briftol
Col. Blackwell, of the Gloucefterfhire Militia
Mr. William Blinch, Surgeon, Biddeford
Mr. Ifaac Blight, of the Salutation Lodge, Topsham
Mr. Blackamoor, Surveyor of Land, Devon
Mr. Pinkftan Blackwood, Surgeon, W. J. W. of St.
Alhan’s Lodge -
Mr. James Blackwood, OId Jewry
Mr. Thomas Blachford, Lace Man, Lombard ftreet
Mr. Daniel Blachford, ditto
Lt;hn Blewett, Efq; Marazian, Cornwall
r. Thomas Blewitt, Old King-Street, Briftol
Mr. Edward Bowen, Linen Draper, Briftol
Mr. Kichard Bowfher, White Hart ditta
Mr. Ephraim Booth, Plymouth : -
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Mr. John Bown, of the White Hart, Exon

Mr. Abraham Boothman, of the amicable Lo. Exon

Mr. George Bowdige, of the DragonInn, Axminfter

Theo. Bourke, Efq; Dartmouth Street, Weftminfter
R.P.

James Bofwell, Efq; Author of the Hiftory of Corfica

Mr. Francis Bowler, Mafter of an Academy, R. W. M.

Mr. John Bottomly, S. of St. Alban’s Lodge

Mr. George Boulton, Charing Crofs

‘Mr. J. Bowman, Gould Square, Crutched Fryars

Henry Toye Bridgeman, Efq; R. W. M. of the Corin-
thian Lodge, at Cardif, R. P. - :

Mr. George Bradford, W. S. W. of the Paladian Lodge,
Hereford ’

Mr. John Brookes, P. M. Bath '

Mr. William Browne, R. W. M. of the Lodge of Per-
fect Friendfhip, Bath : .

Mr. Elitha Bryne, Gun Maker, at Briftol

. Mr. Edmond Bryan, W. S. W. of the Union Lodge

ditto , :

Mr. Henry Brown, Tobacconift, Briftol

Mr. Andrew Brice, Printer, at Exeter, P. M.

Mr. Abraham Browne, Bookfeller, at Briftol

Mr. John Brown, Mercer, at Evetham

Mr. John Bryan, Sculptor, at Painfwick

Mr. Richard Bryce, of the Lodge at Topfham-

Mr. Alexander Brice

Mr. Robert Bryant, Attorney at Law, Ilminfter

Mr. John Braddon, Boot Tavern, Plymouth Dock

Lieut. P. Bruftis, ditto

Mr. Michael Bradford, Surgeon, Launcefton

Mr. James Bromley, Surgeon, at Poleflor, near Exon

Mr. John Brake, jun. Wine Merchant, at Crediton, P.M.

Mr. John Brutton, Haberdather, Exon '

Mr. Nicholas Brooke, Merchant, ditto

Mr. Samuel Bryant, Hofier, ditto" -

Mr. Thomas Bryer, King’s-Arms Inn, Dorchefter

Mr. Nathaniel Brookes, Merchant, Poole, Dorfetfhire -

Robert Brown, Efq; Manchefter Buildings, Weftminfter,
two Copies S

George Brown, Efq; Bedford Street, R. Pa.

Thomas Browne, Efq; P. M. of St. George’s Lodge,
Taunton, ' :

Mr. George Browne, Cavendith Street

Mr. Jof. Brown, of Long-Acre M
T,
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Mr. Samuel Brawn, Caftle Street o

Matthew Brickdale, Efq; Member of Parliament, R. P.

Mr. William Brown, Watchmaker, Minories

Mr. Bradley, Carpenter, Long-Acre . C

Mr. Coun, Buth, P. M. of the Lodge of perfe&.
Friendfhip,. Bath '

Mr. James Burr, Watchmaker, Briftol

Mr. W. Burton, R. W. M. Plymouth Dock .

Mr. Charles Burdon, Attorney at Law, Black Tor-
rington

. Mr. John Burdon, atditto .

Mr. Thomas Burdon, Leather Drefler, Launcefton

Mr. Richard Bungey, W. 8. W. Salifbury .

Mr. Robert Buffel, W. S. W. of St. George’s Lodge,
Exon .

Mr. Thomas Bufh, of Bradford, Wiles

ohn Buller, Efq; Member of Parliament, Roy. Pa,
r. John Bundy, Broad Street, P. M.

Mr. Atkinfon Bufh, Great Ormond Street

Mr. Ja. Burgefs, Hofier, Coventry Street

Mr. Thomas Burrow, Fencharch Street

Mr. Thomas Butler, Admiralty Office

Mr. Thomas Buckle, White Bear, Piccadilly

C .

His Royal Highnefs the Duke of Cumberland, fix Co-
pies, Royal Paper .

His Grace the Duke of Chandois 2 Cop. R. P.

The Right Hon. the Marquis of Carnarvan, four Co-
pies, Royal Paper

‘The Right Hon, Lord Colville

Hon. Seymour Conway, R. P.

‘The Hon. William Craven, R.P.

Hon. General Colville, Bath

Mr. Carwardine, at Ledbury

Mr. Cambridge, at ditto

Mr. William Carey, Monmouth

Cor. Carpenter, Efq; Launcefton

Captbain Peter Carteret, of the Royal Navy, at Newton
Abbot

Rev. Mr. Carne, at ditto .

Mr. Samuel Cam, jun. Bradford, Wilts

Alexander Campbell, Efg; P.I. G. W. Royal Paper

Mr. Alexander Campbell, Sugeon, at Pool, R. W. M.

Mr. John Campbell, Cabinet-Maker, High Hol%ci:m;
. arics
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Charles Carfon, Efq; Lambeth, Royal Paper

Mr. Ifon Cant, Glazier, Mary Le Bone

Mr. John Caufeway, Brazier, Drury Lane

The Rev. Mr. Chalmers, P. M. of the Lodge at

. Chelmsford ‘- \

Mr. Jacob Chaille, merchant, Plymouth, P. M.

. Mr. John Cheafe, P. M. Briftol

Mr. Richard Champion, Merchant at ditto

Mr. John Chandler, Coach-maker at dittd

Mr. Thomas Chaliner, Bridewell Precinét .

Mr. Samuel Champion, Attorney at Law, Plymouth,
R. W.M. .

- Henry Chittick, M. D. Marlborough Street

Rev. Mr. Cheer, Re&or of White Booding, Effex

Mr. William Chapman, St. Martin’s Lane

Mr. John Chapman, Spingfield, Effex

Mr. Childs, Silverfmith, Winchefter

Lieutenant Chaundy, in the Marines, ‘Plymouth Dock

Lieutenant Chriftian of the Marines, ditto

Mr. Peter Cliffold, Briftol

Mr. Rob. Clitfome, of Taunton, R. P.

Mr. Nicholas Clarke, at the Runping Horfe, David
Street, Weftminfter

Mr. James Clegg, Manchefter, P. M.

J. Clarke, Efq; Saltafh, Cornwall

Mr. Sam. Clarke, Mutton Cove, Plymouth Dock

Mr. David Cloak, Penzance, Surgeon

Mr. Noah Clift, New Inn, Dartmouth

Mr. John Clyde, Purferin the Navy -

Mr. John Cleave, Exon, P. M.

i:l)hn Stratford Collins, Efg; of the Vitruvian Lodge, Rofs
r. Thomas Collins, Hofier, Bath

Mr. Francis Collins, Union Lodge, Briftol.

Mr. Robert Collins, Brewer, at ditto

Mr. Robert Collins, Topfham, Devon, W.S. W.

Richard Cox, Efq; Briftol -

Mr. David Cox, George Inn, Ilminfter

R. H. Coxe, Efq; Member of Patliament, R. P.

Captain Cocks, of the Royal Navy, Plymouth Dock

Mr. Peter Cocks, Gloucefter

Mr. William Cock, at Plymouth

Mr. Thomas Court, Briftol:

Mr. Philip Couch, jun. ditto .

Mr. James Couch, of Newton Bufhel, R.W. M.

Mr. Alexander Cowan, Plymouth Dock.

Licutenant Robert Cowan, ditto "~ M.
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* Mr. Robert Corker Penzance
Mr. John Cogdell, Great Gardens, St. Catharines
Lc’:hn Hart Cotton, Efq; two Copies, Royal Paper
r. William Cotton, Bedford Street, Covent-Garden
Rev. J. D. Cotton Vicar of Good Eafter, Effex
Mr. Abraham Cook, Silverfmith, Top of the Haymarket,
P. M.
Mr. William Cook, Admiralty Office
Mr. WilliamCole, Engraver, Newgate-ftreet ‘e
Mr. Alexander Collmer, Peruke-Maker, Barnftaple
Captain George Collier, Oxford Road
" Mr. Benjamin Collier, Ironmonger, ditto
Mr. Cofferet, Merchant, Exeter, R. W. M.

Mr. William Coeper, grocer, Cattle-ftreet, Oxford Road,

W. 8. W. of the Lodge of Regularity
Robert Cooper, jun. Efq; Salifbary
Mr. David Cooper, Pudding-Lane
. Mr. John Colliholl, Brazier, Exeter
Mr. John Colborne, Notary Public at Poole, Dorfetthire
Mr. Copleftone, Attorney at Law, Exeter, P. M.
Captain Carmouls, Warwick, Royal Paper
Mr. Charles Cowley, Golden Lion, Lynn Regis,
Dorfet )
Mr. Frederick Comyn, White Chapel

Colopel Craig, firt Groom of the Bed-Chamber to his

Royal Highnefs the Duke of Cumberland, R. P.
Henry Crutchley, Efq; Royal Paper
William Cuthbertfon, Efq; Craven Buildings, R. P.

D

‘The Right Hon. Lord Vifcount Dudley, R.P.

George Durant, Efq; Member of Parliament, R. P.

Mr. James Davis, Landaff

Rev. Mr. John Davies, Refor of Grofmonant, Mon-
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Mr. Markes Davies, Bath, P. M.

-‘Mr. Charles Davies, Painter, Bath

Mr. William Danford, of the Union Lodge, Briftol

John Day, Efg; Cirencefter, Captain in the Gloucefter-
thire Militia

Mr. Matthew Dawfon, Plymouth Dock

William Daw, Efq; Gatcombe, Devon

Mr. Charles Daire, Biddeford, ditto ]

Mr. William Daniel, Michael’s Hill, Briftol
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Mr. Davis, W. S. W. London - *

Mr. Charles Deering, of the Union Lodge, Briftof

Mr. William Derby, Plymouth '

Mr. Abraham Freeman Dennis, Surgeon, at Creditom

‘The Lodge of Free-Mafoas at Deal, ten Copies

Mr. De Rippe, Baker, at Hammerfmith

Mr. William Spicer Dix, Merchant, in Exeter

Mr. Dib{dale, at the Chequers Inn, Winchefter

Mr. James Dixwell, Printer, St. Martin’s Lane

Mr. George Downton, Mercer, Bath

Mr. William James Dodd, Briftol

Mr. Thomas Downie, at the Unicorn, Leominfter

Mr. Michael Downes, Piccadilly
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Mr. John Drew, at Ledbury _

Mr. Driver, Attorney, in Gloucefter

.Mr. Nathaniel Drake, Long-Acre
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Mr. James Hatkins, Briftol
Mr. Richard Hardwicke, Hereford
W. H. Hartley, Efq; Major in the Gloucefter Militia
Mr. John Hart, Merchant, London
Mr. Nathaniel Hart, Surgeon, Clerkenwell
Mr. George Harding, Apothecary, Strand
Mr. James Hardy, Clare-Market ' :
Mr. Robert Harris, Druggift, St. Paul’s Chyrch-yard
Mr. Pymm Hammond, Carver, W.I. W of the Lodge
of Regularity, London
Mr. Samuel Hayes, M. D, Lincoln’s-inn-fields
Mr. William Hacket, Stafford - ‘
{zhn Halliday, Efq; Banker, London, P. M.
r. Ifaac Hart, Great Pultney-fireet, Golden-fquare
Mr. Zach. Hardman, Long-acre °
Mr. Mofes Hart, ditto e
Mr. John Hankins, ditto
Mr. John Harrifon, York : '
Mr. Edward Harvey, Plymouth-Dock
Mr. Robert Haydon, P. M. Plymouth

b‘z Mz,

.
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Mr. William Harrifon, Gunner in the Royal Navy,
Plymouth . .

Chriftopher Harris, E{q; Launcefton, Cornwall .

Mr. Edward Hambleton, of the Star Inn and Tavern,
Marazion, Cornwall )

Mr. John Hall, Limner, Marazion, ditto

Mr. Andrew Harward, Brazier, Totnefs, Deyonfhire

Mr. William Hatfwell, St. John’s Lodge, Exon

Mr. John Hawkins, W.J.W., of the White-Hart, Exeter

Mr. James Hart, Mafter of a Veffel '

Charles Hanning, M. D. Crewkerne, Somerfetfhire

Mr. Ifaac Harvey, Clothier, Axminfter

Southcott Hallet, Efq; Dorfetfhire .

Mr. Samuel Alford Harbour, of the Bull-Inn, Bridport

Mr. John Haberdine, King’s-Arms Lodge, Shad-Thames

Philip Hales, Efq; Lower Brook-ftreet

Mr. Halford, Apothecary, Chelfea

Mr. Thomas Edward Harris, King-ftreet

Mr. Henry Heath, P. M. Briftol

Mr. John Henderfon, Tobacconift, Briftol

Mr. Thomas Hembur%l, jun. ditto

Mr. S. Hewfon, Apothecary, Mary-le-bone-ftreet

Mr. James Heywood, Land-furveyor, St. Martin’s-lane,
R. W.

Mr. W, H. Heywood, Surgeon, Biddeford
Mr. Richard Hearne, Carner of Brooks-ftreet, Holbourn
Mr. James Hefeltine, Do&or’s-Commons, R. P.
Ifaac Head, Efq; Colle&or of the Cuftoms at Scilly, R. P,
Mr. Alexander Hewet, at the Shoe-Warehoufe, Eaft-
Smithfield
Mr. John Higgens, of the Lodge of Perfe& Friend-
fhip, Bath

Mr. Roger Hicks, Seend, near Devizes, Wilts
Mr. James Hill, Briftol
Mr. John Hill, ditto
Mr. W. P. Hickling, Leadenhall Market
Mr. %})hn Hinchcliffe, Stone-Mafon, Lorig-acre
Mr, Nathaniel Hicks, W. J. W. St. Ives, Cornwall
Mr. Nathaniel Hicks, jun. St. Ives, ditto .
Mr. William Hichens, Secretary, St. Ives Lodge, ditto
Mr. Robert Hibbs, Seven Stars, Totnefs
Mr. Aaron Hifcock, Exon
Mr. Jofiah Hill, Plymouth-Inn, St. Thomas’s, Exon
Mr. Philip Hill, Tawftock, Devonthire
Mr Samuel Hill, Anchor Smith, Toptham

Mr.
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Mr. Thomas Hill, Shipwright, ditto

* Mr. John Hir#, Tower-hill

Rev. Mr. Holhngs, Monmouth, Royal Paper -

Mr. John Horton, ‘Apothecary, Bath

Mr. John Hobbs, Briftol

Charles Holland, Efq; London

Mr. John Holdftock Shirehampton

Mr. 'ghomas Hooper, Surgeon, P. M. Plymouth-Doci
Le

Mr. Tg:ack Hodges, Queen-Hythe

Mr. Richard Holloway, Crown and Anchor, Strmd
Royal Paper

Mr. Henry Hofkyn, Launcefton, Cornwall

John Hod es, Efq; Brook Street, Royal Paper

Rowland Holt, Efq; W. S. G. W. Royal Paper

Me. Charles Hodder, King’s-Arms Lodge, Shad-Thames

Mr. Robert Horn Homcward W. §. W. Fair St
Horfleydown

John HoKfon, Efq; Abmgton Buildings,

Mr. Jofeph Holm, cn, Long-acre

-Samuel Hughes, Efq; of the Monmouthfhire Militia

Mr. Edwar§ Hutchinfon, Apothecary, Bath

Mr. James Hughes, Attomey at Law, Briftol

Mr. Robert Hufband, Plymouth-Dock

Capt. Anthony Hum, of the Royal Navy

Mr. William Hunt, Purfer in the Royal Navy

Mr. William Hume, Plymouth

Rev. Mr. Thomas Hugo, Re&or of Dunchidcock, De-
vonthire

Mr. John Hugo, Surgeon, Crediton

Mr. John Humphreys, Officer of the Excife, Salifbury

Mr. John Hughes, Hooper, Briftol

Mr. Mordegai, Hyams, ditto

J

Mr. Abraham James, Dittiller, Briftol
Mr. Lazarys Jacobs, ditto
Mr. Richard james, Wine Merchant, Falmouth
Mr. George Jackfon, of the Salutation Lodge, Toptham
Mlil William James, of the Royal Edwin Lodge, Lynn
egis
Mr. Jarrat, Pear-tree-ftreet
Mr. Henry Jaffray, W. J. G, W, Royal Paper
‘George



\
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George James, Efq; Soho
Mr. Samuel Jacemard, Oxford Road
Mr. Richard Jenn, Grocer, Plymouth Dock
Mr. Thomas Jefferfon, St. John’s Lodge, Exon
Captain l[‘cnnings, Gentleman of the Bed-chamber te
the Duke of Cumberland
Mr. Henry Jefferies, P. M. Briftol
Mr. Thomas Jenner, Windfor
Mr. William Jelfe, New Palace Yard, Weftminfter
Mr. ]. Jeffreys, Brewer, Hammer{mith .
Mr. Edward Iliffe, W. S. W. Union Lodge, Exon
Mr. Jones, Draper, Bath T
Mr. Jolly, Perfumer, Bath
Mr. John Jones, Briftol - A
Mr. William Jones, Redcliffe-ftreet, ditto
Mr. Gilbert jones, Lower Bullingham, Herefordfhire
Mr. James Johnfon, Pro&or of Hereford )
Mr. John Jones, Chepftow, Monmouthfhire
Mr. Robert Johnfon, Plymouth-Dock
Mr. Thomas John, Merchant, Penzance
Richard Johns, Efq; Colle&tor, Gweeke, Cornwall
Mr. Tremenheer Johns, Attorney at Law, Helftone, do.
Mr. Jofeph Johnfos, W. S. W. St. John’s Lodge,
Exeter .
Robert Jones, Efq; Foumon Caftle, Royal Paper
Mr. Francis Johnftop, Brewer, New-fireet, near Broad.
Street e
Ir. George Jolliffe, .Attorney at Law, Air-ftreet, .Pice
cadilly
Villiam Johnfton, Efq; Hammerfmith ’
fr. Robert Jones, Chelfea
Ir. John Johnfton, May’s Buildings -
Ir. Thomas Jones, Long-acre
Ir. J. Judfon, Great May’s-Buildings
[enry Norton Ivers, Efq; Bath, two Copies

K ) .

Ir. Frederick Kandler, of St. Alban’s Lodge

ir. Kcene, Printer, Bath ;

r. William Kennelly, Plymouth Dock

fr. John Keir, Surgeon, Marazion, Cornwall

1r. Chriftopher Kempfter, Chelfea

Ar. Daniel Keele, Watch-maker, Salifbury

ohn Keeling, Efg; Clerkenwell o
MX’.
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Mr. Robert Kellie, P. M. two Copies

Mr. Charles Keymys, Brifto}

Mr. Kitto, Bath

Mr. W. Kiskpatrick, of the Navy, Briftol

Mr. George Kingdon, Hat-maker, Plymouth

Mr. William King, jun. Warebridge, Cornwall

Mr. James Kimpland, of the Fleece Inn and Favern,
Barnftaple S

Mr. William King, R. W. M. of the Cuftom-houfe

{ohn Knill, Efq; P. M. of St. Ives
ucy Knightly, Efgq; R. Pa.

Dr. Knox, Jermain-firest, R. Pa.

Mr. Matthias Kulick, Surgeon, Lower Eaft-Smithfield

, L

The Right Hon. Barl of Leven, R, Pa.

Right Hon. Earl of Loudon, R.Pa.

‘The Hon. Robert Lee, Bath

Mr. William Lanfdown, Silverfmith, Bath

Mr. William Lane, of Launcefton

Rev. Mr. Thomas Laune, St. Ives Cornwall

Mr. Lane, Attorney at Law, King-ftreet, Covente
Garden

‘Mr. Thomas Langdon, Long-acre

Mr. David Lambert, Malton, Yorkfhire ~

Mr. Jofeph Lawlefs, Exeter

Mr. Richard Langdon, Secretary of the Union Lodge,
Exeter .

Mr, William Langford, Hoppings, near Exeter

Mr. John Lander, Cuftom-houfe, Pool, Dorfetfhire

Stephen Czfar La Maiftre, Efq; Piercey-ftreet

Mr. Thomas Lander, Eaton, Berks, P. M.

Mr.%. Laverick, Piccadilly

‘Mr. David Lambert

Mz, Lewis, Pro&or, Landaff -

Mr. Thomas Leach, Surgeon, at Chepftow

Mr. Thomas Lewis, Secretary of the Vitruvian Lodge
at Rofs, Herefordfhire

Mr. Fhomas Llewellin, Fifhmonger, Briftol

Mr, Step. Lewis, Gay-ftreet, ditto

Mr. John Lean, ditto .

Mr. J. Lewis, Attorney at Law, Plymouth, P. M, )

Mr. George, Taylor, Plymoath, P. M. :

Mr. Charles Leadbetter, Jeweller, Carey-Lane, London

Mr. John Leer, Attorney at Law, W. S. W. Pool,
Dorfet : Samuel
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Samuel Lewin, Efg; Chelmsford

-Mr. James Leifhman, W. S. W. Minories, R. P,

Mr. Thomas Lewling, Rupert-firect

Geor Leg, Efq;

Mr. ft_;hn Lilly, Falmouth

Mr. Thomas Linfoot, Crofs-lane, Long-acre

bhn Lloyd, Efq. Cwmbrane, Carnnnﬁen(hire
r. Lowdon, Apothecary, Briftol

Mr. S. Lorrimore, ditto

Mr. Henry Loveday, fen. Painfwick

Mr. Thomas Lloyd, Plymouth

Captain Logan, of the Marines, ditto

Edward Lovel, Efq; Windfor-Caftle, R. Pa,

Captain Jacob Lobb, Penzance

Mr. Loveday, Apothecary, Hammer{mith

Mr. William Lodder, the Liop and Lamb Inn, Pool,
Dorfetfhire

Rev. Mr. Lock, W. J. W. Union Lodge, Exeter

Mr. Samuel Lufcombe, Surgeon, Exeter, 2 Copies

Mr. John Luckcombe, Tr. of St. George’s Lo. Exon

Mr. Steph. Luke, Merchant, W. J. W. Penzance

Mr. George Lyne, Mercer, Launcefton

Mr. Chriftopher Lymebear, Fountain Inn, Oakhamp-
ton, Devon

Captain Lynch, of the z2d Regiment Treafurer of the

nion Lodge, Exeter

Mr. Alex. Lyall, Kings Arm’s Lodge, Shad Thames

Capt. Thomas Lynn, of the Royal Navy, 2 Copies

Mr. John Jofeph Lyon, Hope Tavern, Horfley-down

M

Right Hon. Lord Vif. Molyneux, 2 Copies, Ro, Pa.
Sir. Alex. Mc‘Donald, Bart,
Mr. Daniel Mansfield, W. J. W. of the Vitruvian Lodge
at Rofs . . .
Mxii I}Iumphrey Matthews, of the Vitruvian Lodge at
ofs

Mr. Maagee, Statuary, Bath
Mr. James Richard Maud, Briftol
Mt. John Merchant, Redcliffe-ftreet, Briftol
Mr. Richard Broad, Manning, Three Crowns, Plymouth
Mr, Richard Mac‘Gannon, of the Plymouth Divifion
of Marines .
Mr.
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Mr. Richard Maltby, Wine Merchant, James-fireet,
Long-Acre ’

Rev. Mr. H. C. Manley, Bradninch, Devon

Thomas Mafters, Efq; Royal Paper

. Mr. Geo. Woodward Mallet, Attorney at Law, Plymouth

Lieut. Mc‘Kenzie, 43d Regiment of Foot, Plymouth

Lieut. Mc*Neil, of the Marines, Plymouth

Mr. John Manning, Brazier, Launcefton .

Mr. Thomas Mc*‘Lellan, Falmouth

Mr. Robert Martin, Launcefton, 2 Copies

Lieut. Charles Mac Lean, of the 43d Regiment

Mr. Mac Aufland, Merchant, Plymouth Dock

Mr. John Marnell, Plymouth Dock-yard

Mr. Nicholas May, Surgeon, Plymouth-Dock

Mr. Phillip Matthew, Attorney at Law, -Chudleigh,
Devonthire

Lieutenant William Marler, Exon

Mr. Samuel Mayne, Hot-preffer, St. John’s Lodge,
Exeter

Mr. Benjamin Mace, Surgeon, 22d Regiment, 2 Copies

Mr. Richard Mallock, Writing-Mafter, Axminiter

Mr. Robert Mapfon, King’s-Arms Lo. Shad Thames

Jof. Mauger, Efq; Member of Parliament, R. Pa.

L. M Leane, Efq; two Copies, R. Pa. :

Mr. Henry John Mafkall, Apothecary, Oxford Road,
R. W. M. '

Mr. James M¢ Clary, Windfor, P. M.

Mr. Robert Malon, Change-Alley )

Mr. John Mafon, Woollen-draper, Briftol

Mr. Thomas Maxfield, Toy-maker, ditto

Mr. Matthew Meafe, jun. ditto

Mr. John Meaifey, Winchefter

Mr. Thomas Mercer, S. Poole

Mr. Thomas Martin, of the King’s-Arms Lodge, Shad-

Thames
Mr. John Mills, Briftol
Mr. Stephen Millet, St. James’s Back |
Mr. J. Milton, jun. Cuftom-houfe, Briftol
Richard Michens, Efg; Penzance
John Michie, Efq; Spring-gardens, R. Pa.
Mr. Ifaac Mifaubin, St., Martin’s-Court
Rev. Mr. Ja. Minifie, of Fairwater, Sommerfetthire
Mr. Edward Minifie, London
+ Mr. g;mes Mift, Ironmonger, Long-acre

Mr. Henry Morgan, Rumney, near Cardiffe

c Mr,

aw
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Mr. Lewis Morgan, Rumney, near Cardifle

Mr. Edmond Morton, Coach-maker, Bath

Mr. Edward Morgan, P. M. of the Pythagoric Lodge,
Briftol

Mr. William Morgan, Leather-dreffer '

Mr. Samuel Moore, St. Peter’s Hofpital, Briftol

Mr. Thomas Moore, Guinea.ftreet, ditto

Mr. Thomas Mountjoy, Wine-hooper, ditto

Mr. John Morfe, Accomptant, ditto

Mr. Edward Moffett, Painter, Temple-Lane

Mr. Willlam Moore, Hereford

Mr. Paul Mounier, Attorney at Law, Plymouth Dock
Lodge, P. M. ,

Mr. D. Morris, Queen of Bokemia’s Head, Wych-ftreet

Mr, R. Moody, Fiftmqnger, Leadenhall-Market

Mr. F. Morgan, Optician, Ludgate-ftreet

Mr. }J. Mounier, Surgeon, Plymouth

Mr. Job. Brookes Moone, Plymouth-Dock .

Captain Molefworth, of the 43d Regiment, Plymouth

Mr, Alexander Mofes, Falmouth ' :

Mr. fames Morton, of the King’s-Arms Lodge, Shad-
Thames, R. W. M.

. Mr. George Moore, Windfor -,

Mr. Nathaniel Mullens, Goldfmith, Briftol

Mz. John Mullens, the George, David-ftreet

Mr. Stephen Munden, Fleet-ftreet

Mr. Charles Mundén, Windfor

Mr. James Muffard, Coal-Merchant

Mr. William Manden, Chelfea

Mr. H. Munro, .Conduit-ftreet .

N

Mr, James Nayler, Crofs-Keys, Mary le Bone Lane

Mr. Robert Newman, Surgeon, R. W. M. of the Vi~
truvian Lo. at Rofs, -Herefordthire

Mr. Adam Newman, Innholder, Bath

Mr. John Netterville, Temple-Crofs, Briftol

Mr. Felix Neale, Briftol

Mr. Richard Nelfon, Mercer, Plymouth Dock, P. M.

Lieut. Jof. Neville, of the Royal Navy, Plymouth

Mr. George Nelfon, Gatcombe, Devonthire

Mr. Holdfworth Newman, W. S. /. of the Lodge,

« Dartmouth v

Mr. Gilbert Neyle, Exon,

Mr.
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Mr. Obadiah Newell, Mafter of a Veflel

Mr. ‘]rames Newey, Cuftom-heufe, London

Mr. Thomas Nevell, -Sweedland-court

Mr. Thomas Neale, Mary-le-bone

'Tho. Nichols, Efq; S. W. of the Vitruvian Lodge, Rofs
Mr. Jonathan Noad, Briftol

Mr. Tho. North, R. ‘'W. M. ef the Jerufalem Lodge, do.
Mr. P. Norton, Wine-freet, ditto

Mr. William Northcote, Surgeon, Cornwall )
Mr. Nowell, of the Fountain Inn and Tavern, Teanton

o

C. Ogilvy, Efq; two Copies, R. Pa.
Mr. D. Ogilvy, Surgeon, Curfitor-fireet, Chancery-lane
Mr. Jobn Ogiltvie, Conduit-ftreet, W. J. W.
&m Ommanney, Efq; Plymouth
. Jof. Oldfield, Yark
Mr. Edward Onion, at the Bull, High-ftrect, Briftel
Mr. Peter Ougier, Dartmouth
Hpgh Owen, Efq; Lower Grofvenor-fircet
Mr. Thomas Owen, Hatter, Briftol
Mr., Francis Owen, Cabinet-maker, Briftol
Captain A. Owen, of the Foot Guards
Mr. John-Owen, Officer of Excife, Monmouth, P. M.
Mr. John, Oxley, Gardener, Briftol

| o

SirRichard Phillipps #Bart. Member of Parliament, R. P,
The Paladian Lodge, Hereford, ten Copies
.JFrancis Paget, Eiq; at the Cocoa-tree Coffee-houfe

Mr. John Palmer, P. M. of the Lodge of Perfe&. Friend-
. thip, Bath : )

Mr. Palmer of the Pelican, Briftol

Mr..Peter Pardae, ditto

Mr. Robert Paul, Surgeon, Ilminfter

Mr. Jof. Parfett, Baker, Carnaby-market

Mr. Thomas Parkinfon, King’s-Head Tavern

Mr. Jof. Parfloe, of the New Marlbro’ Coffee-houfe,

Great Marlbrough-fireet n

Gearge Palmer, Efq; R.W. M. York, Royal Paper
Michael Henry Pafcall, Captain in the Royal Navy
Mr. James Parfons, .Merchant, Plymouth

Mr. William Parry, Taylor, ditto

' C2 Mr,
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Mr. John Parker, Leather-dreffer, Launcefton
Mr. David Palmer, of Do.
Mr. Anthony Page, jun. Barnftaple -
Mr. John Place, of Pilton
Mr. James Partridge, Exon
Mr. John Paulyn, Exon
«George Patterfon, Efq; Great Marlbrough-ftreet, R. P.
ohn Parker, Efq; Member of Parliament, R. P.
}ohn Patterfon, Efq; Burlington-fireet, two Copies,
Royal Paper
Mr. J. D. Parker, Chelmsford
;ohn Pattinfon, Efq; London
eter Paumier, Efq; Do. R. Pa. .
Capt. Pafcall, of the Royal Navy
Mr. Anthony Parquot, Wardour-fireet
Mr. John Pattinfon, Great Rider-fireet, St. James’s
Mr. William Perry, Bofton, New-England
Mr. Charles Peer, Quarter-mafter Serjeant of Marines,
W. S. W. Plymouth Dock
Mr. Perkin’s, Brawn’s-Head, Bond-ftreet
Mr. Peters, Portrait Painter, Wellbeck-ftreet, 6 Copies
Mr. William Pearfe, W.S. W, Bath
Mr. John Redley, Dean’s-court, Doéor’s Commons
Mr. }ohn Pearce, Surgeon, Penzance
Mr. Thomas Penrofe, P. M. Attorney at Law, ditto
Mr. William Pendar, Surgeon, Falmouth
Mr. Thomas Pering, W. J. W. Dartmouth
Mr. William Penny, Surgeon, P. M. Newton-Abbot
Mr. Richard Pearce, Biddeford
Mli! Edward Perry, Free-Mafon’s Arms, Poleflir, near
xon
Mr. John Perkins, Serge-maker, Amicable Lodge,
Exeter, P. M. .
Mr. James Peacock, King’s-Arms, Shad Thames
Mr. Samuel Peniftone, Bird-ftreet
Mr. Anfley Pellatt,, W. J. W. St. John-ftreet, R. P.
Mr. Edward Phillips, Attorney at Law, Gloucefter
Mr. James Phillips, Secretary at the Rofe and Crown,
Cuftom-houfe
ames Phipps, Efg; R.P.
ev. Mr. Pitman, Hereford, R.P.
Mr. William Pichard, Water-gilder, Little Old Bailey
Mr. William Pinckney, St. Paul’s-church-yard
Mr. Fleming Pinkftan, Surgeon, P. M.
Mr. John Pinkey, Surgeon, Dartmouth M
T,
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Mr. John Place, Pilton

Mr. James Poole, Efq; Taunton

William Richards, Powell, Efq; of Cardiffe Lodge

Mr. William Powell, of the Paladian Lodge, Hereford

Mr. William Powell, Briftol .

Mr. William Powell, of the Union Lodge, ditto .

Mr. Robert Poole, Watch-maker, Alderfgate-fireet.

Mr. Pohl, Great Maddox-ftreet )

Mr, Henry Pollexfen, Ship-Inn, Newton Bufhel, De-
vonfhire .

Mr. Hugh Powell, Barnftaple : .

Mr. Am%. Pinney, of the Amicable Lodge, Exon

John Carter Pollard, Efq; R. P.

Mr. John Pott, St. James’s ‘

Capt. Price, Watford, Glamorganthire

Mr. Richard Prieft, Cardiffe . 1

Rev. Mr. John Price, Briftol

Mr. William Price, Linen-draper, Norwich

Mr. William Prieft, Watch-maker, Briftol

Mr. Peter Prigg, Carpenter, ditto

Mr. James William Prefton, Botolph-lane

{/.[P. Pryfe, Efq; Member of Parliament, R. P.
r. Richard Prior, jun. Butcher-row, London

Mr. E. Price, Silverfmith, R. W. M. Ludgate-ftrect

Mr. Francis Prior, P. M. Plymouth ' .

J. Price, Efg; Penzance, two copies

M. John Price, Accomptant, Briftol

Mr. William Pride, Goldfmith, Salifbury

Mr. Charles Prater, Baker .

Mr. Thomas Prefton, Dufours-court, Broad-ftreet, Gol-
den-fquare

Mr. Purdie, Spring-gardens, Bath

Mr. Charles Pugh, Bookfeller, Hereford

Mr. H. Pulsford, St. Martin’s-lane

Mr. James Puddicombe, Newton Buthell

Mr. William Purchafe, Crediton

Benjamin Pugh, M. D. Chelmsford, P. M.

Mr. Pyne, Poft-mafter, of Briftol

Mr. Samuel Pye, Surgeon, ditto

Mr. Benjamin Pyke, of the Golden Lion Inn and Ta-
vern, Barnftaple

Robert Hampden Pye, Efq; Audley-ftreet, R. P,

Mr. Maurice Pugh, Chelmsford, Surgeon

Colonel

P
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Colendl Rainsford, Equery to his Royal Highnefs the

Dnh of Gloucefter
Mr. John Rawlings, Plymonth Dock, P. M.

Mr. Wiliiam Rae, Woollen-draper, Cranbourne-3lley

Mr, }eLRandlll, Surgeon, Brownlow-ftrect

Mr. John Ratcliffe, Glafs-worker, Briftol

Mr. Randal, Butcher, Hammcrﬁmdr

Mr. Jobn Vining, Reade, Portfmouth, P. M,

Mr. Thomas Reynolds, one of the ‘Coromers for thic
Comnty of Devon, at Plymouth

Mr. Luke Reilley, Lincoln’s-Inn

Mr. George Redaway, Crediton, Devon

William l%eynolds, ‘Efg; Coromer for the County of
Effex, P. M.

Mr. George Reynolds, Rofe and Crown, oppofite the
Cuftom-houfe

Mr. John Reynolds, at ditto

Mr. Thomas Read, jun. Briftol

Mr. John Ric, Sugar Baker, ditto

Richard Ripley, Efg; P. S. G. W. Royal Paper

Horatio Rglcy, Efq; P.§.G. W.

Mr, John Taylor, Plymouth

J. B. Rxch Elg; Cccd fireet, London, R. P.

John Rlchardfon, jun. Efq; Piercy-ftreet, R. P.

Mr. Benjamin Rinch, Painter, Plymogth

Mr. Samuel Rnckzrds Miniature Painter, Poland-{treet

Mr. Ja. Richards, Maiden Down, Devonfhn'e

Me, Richdrd Richardfon, Stock-broker, in the Strand

Mr. John Rigge, Attorney at Law, Inner-Temple,
R.W. M.

Mr. John Robérts, of the Union Lodge, Briftol

Mr. Marmaduke Roberts of dltto 4

Mr. John Rogers of ditto )

Mr. Edward Rooke, Organif of All-Samts, Briftol

Mr. John Rawand, Linen-draper, ditto

Mr. Rl:chard Rowdon, Attormey at Law, Plymonth-
Doc

Mr. William Rowe, Surgéon, Launcefton

Francis Rod, Efq; of Trebartha-hall, Cornwall

Mr. Peter Rogers, School-mafter, Launceﬂon

Mr. Thomas Robyns, Attorney at Law, Marazmn.
Cornwall

Mz. Roger Rofe, of the Lodge of Perfeat Fnendfhxpl Bath

ieut.
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Lieut. Col. John Roberts, Taunton, R. P.

Rev. Mr. James Roberts, of Linton, Herefordfhire

Mr. William Rogers, Br Merchant, Monmouth

Mr. Thomas Rogers, Watchmakeer, Bath

Mr. James Roe, James-ftreet, Covent-garden

My. William Rofs, P. M. of the Lodge at the Feather’s
Tavern, Strand N

Mr. Geo. Rous, Goldfmith, Noble-fireet, Fofter-lane

Mr. William Roberts, Hofier, Jermyn-ftreet .

Mr. John Roberts, Hofler, Newgate-ftreet .

Mr William Rofe, Buffalo Tavern, Bloom{bury

Mr. James Rowe, Baker, Lower Thames Street

Mr. Thomas Rodda, Cabinet-maker, Marazian

Mr. Samuel Rodda, Merchant, at ditto

Mr. George Rooke, Barnftaple

Mr. Edward Roebuck, Swallow Street

My, Paul Roubel, W. J. W. of the Lodge of Perfe@
Friendfhip, Bath

Mr. William Roberts, Ifleworth

Mr, John Rogers, Craig’s-court, Charing-crofs

Mr. Henry Rowe, Falmouth

Mr. Rufpini, Pallmall

Mr. James Rufhen; R. W. M. 22d Regiment of Foot

Mr. George Ruffel, Chelfea

Mr. James Ryan, Surgeon, at Briftol

S

Colonel St. Leger, Roy.Pa,

Mr. Robert Savours, Mercer, Cardiffe

Mr. Peter Salmon, Taylor, Bath

Mr. Charles Sawyer, Union Lodge, Briftol P. M.
Mr. William Sayer, Treafurer, Little Tower-hill
Mr. Thomas Sanfon, P. M. Eaft-Smithfield

Mr. Humphrey Sawden, Chelfea .

Mr. Chriftopher Saltren, R. W. M. Launcefton
Mr. John Saltren, Biddeford

Mr. Samuel Sanders, Poleflar, Exon

Mr. John Salifbury, Joiner and Cabinet-Maker, do.
Francis Salvador, Efq; Dover-ftreet, R. P.

Mr. James Scholefield, London, R.P.

Mr. James Science, Barnftaple
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- ERRATA.

. - Litteral Miftakes, or Inaccuracies in pointing, if fu:‘l}
there be, the Reader will have the Candour to
‘over; but as the folleaving Errata affe@ the Senfe, Re
will be pleafed to corre& rbem with his Pen.

Page 10, line 19, for /atisfying, read gratifying.
16, 1. 3, read swere.
18, L. 2, read Pareat,
19, 1. 13, for of, read to.
24, L. 2, read emtitled,
27, laft Line but one, read delivered bim.
38, laft Line batone, read Gowsramens.
68, 1. 16, for and if, read if fuch.
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INTRODUCTION.

S, F we duly confider Mawn, we fhall
z ;% find him a focial being; -and in ef-
i {et, fuch is his nature, that he can-

Was not well fublfift alone: For out of

Jociety he could neither preferve life,
difplay or perfe his faculties and talents, nor
attain any real or folid happinefs.

Had not the Gop of Nature intended him for
fociety, he would never have formed him fubject
to fuch a variety of wants and infirmities. This
would have been highly inconfiftent with divine
wifdom, or the regularity of omnifcience: on
the contrary, the very neceffities of human nature
unite men togethet, and fix them in a ftate of

. mutual dependence on one another. For felect
the mof} perfet and accomplifhed of the'humian
: B

race,
f
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race, a HERCULES or 2 SAMPSON, 2 Baconor a
Bovie, a Locke or a NEwTON, nay, we need
not except SoLomon himfelf, and fuppofe him
fixed alone, even in this happy country, where
nature, from her bounteous ftores, feems to have .

" formed another Eden, and we fhould foon find

him deplorably wretched ; and by being deftitute
of a focial intercourfe, deprived of every thadow
of happinefs.

_Therefore, for the eftablithment of our felicity,
providence in its general fyftem ‘with regard to
the government of this world, has ordained a
reciprocal connexion between all the various
parts of it, which cannot fubfift without a mu-
tual dependence; and from the human fpecies,
down to the loweft parts of the creation, one
chain unites all nature. This is excellently ob-
ferved, and beautifully defcribed, by a late ce-
Iebrated poet, in the following lines.

Cod in the nature of each being founds

Its proper blifs, and fets its proper bounds,
But as be form'd a whole, the whole t0 blefs,
On mutual wants built mutual bappinefs.

So from the firft eternal order ran,

And creature link’d to creature, man to man.
’ Pore.

~ Under thefe circumfances, men muft of ne-
ceflity form affociations for their comfort and

defence, as well as for their very exiftence,
Had
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Had revelation been altogether filent in this
point, yet we might by the mere light of nature
have eafily difcovered it to be our duty to be kindly

affettioned ome to anothér. No fy{’ccm can be
more agreeable to the coemmon fentiments of

.mankind, nothing built upon furer terms of
equity and reafon, than that I fhould treat my
fellow-creature with the fame candour and bene-

volence, with the fame affeCtion and fincerity I

thould expe& myfelf. It is true this was not

delivered in exprefs words till the time of Mafes,
nor fo fully explained and underftood as at the
coming of the prophets. Yet we have great

reafon to believe that it was the firft law reveal-

ed to Adam, immediately upon his fall, and was

.2 genuine precept of uncorrupted human nature,
* That every one is naturally an enemy to his
neighbour, was the malevolent affertion of a late -
philofopber [Hosps :] one who vainly thinking
himfelf deeper vérfed in the principles of man
than any before him, and having miferably cor-
rupted his own mind by many wild extrava-
gancies, concluded, from fuch acquired cor-
ruption, that all men were naturally the fame.
How to reconcile a tenet of this kind with the
juftice and goodnefs of a fupreme being, feems
‘atafk too difficult for the moft knowing perfon
to execute ; and what the author himfelf ‘was
contented barely to lay down, without the leaft
fhew of argument in its defence. That God
fhould be a being of infinite juftice, creating us
B2 in
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in a maw]}zry ftate of dependance on, and at the
fame time brmg us into the world with inclina- -

,nonsof enmity and cruelty towards each other,

is a contradi¢tion fo palpablc, as ho man can
affert confiftently with a reverential notion of his
maker. And were there no fufficient proofs
againft it, even from our'imperfet ideas of the
creator, the. very laws of nature would confute
it. , o

By the law of nature, I would be underftood

- to mean, that will of God which is difcoverable

to us by the light of reafon without the affiftance
of revelation. Now nothing is more evident
than this grand maxim, That whatever prin-
ciples and ations have an infeparable connetion,
with the public happinefs, and are neceffary to
the well-being of fociety; are fundamental laws
of nature, and bear the ftamp of divine autho-
rity. ,

This will more evidently appear from the fol-
lowing confideration: When the Granp Ar-
cHITECT OF THE UNIVERSE had, with the
greateft: wifdom and moft exa& proportion,
formed this globe, and replenithed it with every
thing neceffary for life and ornament, ' he laft of
all created man, after his own image, enduing
him with rational and immortal powers, adequate
to the prefent and future happinefs for which he

ras defigned.

But though he found himfelf in paradife where

very thing abounded for his fuftenance and de-

light,
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light, yet for want of a creature of the fame ra-
tional nature with himfelf, his felicity ‘was in-
compleat; fo much did the innate ideas of fo-
ciety poflefs and influence the human mind from
its firft exiftence, that the higheft enjoyments
~without participation, were taftelefs and unaf-
feCting *; a ftrong proof that even in the ori-
ginal ftate of human nature, felfith and narrow
principles had no fhare ; and that to communi-
cate bleflings was to increafe them. To gratify
his wifhes, enlarge his mind, and eftablith his
(before imperfe&) happinefs, God created an
help meet for him, * Woman, his laft beft gift;”
thereby enabling him to exchange the folitary
for the focial lifé; an imperfe@t for a perfe@t
blifs! Now the human mind began to expand ;
a new train of ideas and affections fucceeded;
its joys were increafed, and its withes accom-
plithed. Thefe difpofitions were continued with
the fpecies, and man has ever fince had recourfe
to fociety as an effential means to humanize his
- heart and meliorate the enjoyments of life.
But, alas! he being created free in the ex-
- ertion of the faculties, both of body and mind,

* Our grandfire Adam, ’er of Eve poffeft,.
Alone, and e’en in Paradice unbleft,

With mournful look the blifsful fcene furvey’d
And wander'd in the folitary fhade;

The Maker {aw, took pity, and bettow’d
"Woman, the laft, the beft referve of Gop !
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and thefe faculties being vitiated by fin in our
firft parents, the taint became hereditary, and
foon broke out in fymptoms which foreboded
deftruétion to the peace and happinefs of the
world. C¢in furnithed an early and terrible in-
ftance of the truth of this affertion, when of the,
firlt two brothers that ever were on earth, one
fell a victim to the envious fury of the other,
and demonftrated that a train of new paffions
had taken pofieffion of the human heart. Envy,
batred, and revenge now made their appearance,
and bloodfbed and difcord followed. Ties of con-
Janguinity firft cemented mankind ; but after the
fohs of Noab had rendered the earth more po-
pulous, and the confufion of languages had
feparated one family from another, vice and
impiety boldly reared their heads. Therefore
to remedy thefe dreadful evils, and avert their
confequences, the uniting various’ men and dif-
ferent orders, in the bands of friendthip, feemed
‘the beft and fureft method; and was indeed the
‘greateft and moft effe@ual defence againft the
univerfal depravity of corrupted human' nature :
It was bere alone protetion could be had, from
‘the attacks of violence, or the infinuations of -
-fraud, from the force of brutal ftrength or the
fnares of guilty defign,

Further .to promote thefe ends, and fecure
fuch bleffings, laws were now neceffarily intro-
duced for the fafety and advantage of every in-
dividual; and of their good effet we in this

'~ nation
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nation ought to be better judges than the whole
world befides, for ours, we may extol, as St
Paul exprefies himfelf, « in confidence of boait-
ing.” '

If we confine ourfelves to particular parts of
fociety, and treat on bodies of men, who, though
members of, and fubordinateto the general fyftem,
unite themfelves into diftin® communities, for
their own immediate advantage, and relatively
for the public benefit, we fhall find fome
entering into fuch affociations upon different
views, and to anfwer various purpofes. We,
of this nation in particular fear no enemy at
our gates, no violence from our neighbours,
and I hope no treachery from our friends;
but affemble with men of fimilar opinions and
manners, not out of neceflity for the prefervation
of our lives, but to render them more beneficial
to others and pleafing to ourfelves; by enabling
us to perform thofe duties, and afford that
affiftance to each other in a wnited capacity,
which as individuals we were unable to do..

To this kind of affociations, I fhall confine
myfelf in the following work ; and fhall treat on
the ancient inftitution of free and accepted Mafons
in particular ; an eftablithment founded on the
benevolent intentions.of extending and confirm-
ing mutual happinefs, upon the beft and trueft
principles of moral and focial virtue.

For
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For among many inftances of the above truth,

apparent to every intelligent - perfon, let us
reflet, that in all focieties and governments there
are fome indigent and ‘miferable, whom we are.
taught to regard as objects of our compaffion and
our bounty ; itis our indifpenfable duty, to aid
fuch with our council, commiferate their afflic-
tions, and relieve them in their diftrefs.

" *Tis what the bappy to th’ unbappy owe,
For wlmt man gives, the gods on.bim beftow.
Pork.

" Phis principle is the bond of peace, and the
cement of mafonic affesiion. Free Mafons efteem
it as a virtue of the moft diffufive nature, not to
be confined to particular perfons, but extended to
the whole human race, to adminifter affiftance to
whom, is their higheft pride and their vtmoft
with, eftablithing friendfhips and forming con-
nexions, not by receiving, but conferring bene-
fits.” As foon might the builder alome work
through each tedious courfe of an edifice with-
out the affiftance of his fellow-crafts-men, as -
poor belplefs unaffified "man, toil through each
chequered ftage of human life.

The Almighty has’ therefore furnifbed men
with different capacities, and bleffed them with
various powers, that they may be mutually
bcncﬁcxal and ferviceable to each other; and

indeed
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indeed Wherever we turn our cyes and thoughts,

. we fhall find fcope fufficient to employ thofe ca-

pacities, and exercife thofe powers, agreeable
to the celebrated matim of the great Socratic
difciple, thatwe are wot born for ourfelves alone.
That we may not be too much elevated with
the contemplation of our own abundance, we
fhould confider, no mman comes into this world
without imperfeitions; that we may not decline
being ferviceable to our fellow-creatures, we
fhould r¢fles7, that all have their portion for im-
provement 3 that we may not be remifs or re-
lu@ant in good offices, we thould remind our-
felves, however afiuent our fortune, we are not.
entirely independent of others, and where much
i given, much will be required : we are com-
manded to bé fruitful in good works; and
throughout the whale creation Wwe fhall find no
precedent for inutility or indolence, for he that
contributes neither ftudy, labour, or fortune o
the public, is a deferter of the community. All
human affetions, if direéted by the governing
principle of reafon, tend to promote fome ufeful
purpofe.  Compaffion, if properly exerteds is
the moft beneficient of all human virtues, extend-
ing itfelf to a greater number of objelts, ex-
citing mare lafting degrees of happinefs, than
any other. Some affeCtions are indeed more’

fierce and violent, but zheir altion, like.a fudden

. explofion of combutftibles, is no fooner be

than its force is fpent. '
C The
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‘The rational, the manly pleafure, which rte-
ceflarily accompanies .compaffion, can only be
known to thofe who have experienced its effets 3
for who ever relieved the indigent, and did not
at the fame time receive the higheft gratifica-
~tion ? "to fee 4 fellow-creature labouring in agony
and pain, or ftruggling under the oppreflive
burthen of helplefsnefs and want, prefently raifes
pity in the human breaft, induces us to fympa- 3
thize with the object in his ‘diftrefs, and infpires®
us with the tender dlipoﬁnons of cbarzty and
qﬂit’cance

If our pleafure was to be eftimated in propor-
tion to its extent and duration, that of doing
good muft rival and outfhine all others the mind
is fufceptible of, being both from its nature;
and- the variety of objeéts on which it aéts, great-
ly fuperior to the fleeting and unfatisfattory
enjoyment arifing from the fatisfying our fenfual
appetites. Hence compaffion, both on account of
its duration, from its pleafing - effets, and its
unbounded utility to the world, oufht to be
highly valued and duly cuhtivated by all who
confult their own felicity, or the profperity and
intereft of that country or people to which the)
belong

" It would be abfurd to dwell longer on this
hiead, as I am addrefling a body who in every
age, from the earlieft times to this prefent day,
. have been juftly celebrated for their difinterefted
liberality, and whofe proceedings have been

con-
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‘conftantly directed by the defires of doing
to, and promoting the happinefs of every indivi-
dual.’

From the foregoing confiderations, the necefs
fity of conftituting particular focieties, is ftrikingw
ly obvious ¢ for next to the vencration of the
fupreme Being, the love of mankind feems to

g

. be the moft promifing fource of real fatisfaction :

. #tis a hever-failing oné to him, who, pofieft of

this principle, enjoys alfo the means of indulging
it ; and who makes the fuperiority of his fortune,
- his knowledge or his power, fubfervient to the
wants of his fellow-creatures. It is tru¢, there
‘are few whofe abilities or fortune are fo adapted
to the neceflities and infirmities of human na-
ture, asto render them capable of performing
works of univer(al bencficence, but a [pirit of uni-
‘werfal benevolence may be exercifed by all; and
the bounteous Father of nature has not propor-
-tioned the pleafure to the greatnefs of the effes,
‘but to the greatnefs of the caufe. Here let not
my meaning be miftaken ; I would not be un-
derftood to infinuate that we are fo obliged to be
" bountiful that nothing will excufe us ; forit is an
univerfal maxim among mafons, that, « Fufice.
muft precede charity ;” and except where the exi-
gencics of the diftrefled call for iMMEDIATE telicf,
we fhould always recollect our natural conpestions
and debts to the world, whenever our difpofitions .
‘may prompt us to beftow any fingular bounty.
And give me leave to obferve, it is not the idle,
' C a* ' ine
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indolent or extravagant, but du aduiiic as, the'
diftreffed brother, who has a juft title to our ex-
traordipary' beneficence ; a circumftance that
- ought always to dire& the exertion of the

above virtue. ¢
. Having thus in fome meafure, deduced the

nature and neceffity of fociety, and in part thewn -

thc duties incumbent upon us as members of i ity
May we as upright men_and mafons faithfully
-difcharge the duties of our varios ftations; aAnd
above¢ all, be cvcr ready to do to othersds we
‘could in thelr Yeircumftances reafonably with to
be done unto. ‘

" They who move in a higher fphere, have in-
deed alarger province wherein to do good ; but
thoft of an_inferior degree will be as’ eminently
diftinguifhed in the manﬁons of blifs, (if they
move rigularly, if they are ufeful members. of fo-
*tiety) as the higheft. He who performs his part
ﬁcf{ not he who pérfonates an exalted chara&er,
will meet with applaufe. For the moon, though
it borrows its light from the fun, alfo fets forth
‘the glory of God ; and the fowers of the fie
‘clare a providence equally with the ftars o ;hc

‘Rrmament.
To conclude then, let mé exhort all my

-worthy brethren. to be diligent in the cultiva-
.tion of -every moral and focial virtue, for fo long
onlydo we a& confiftently with the principles of
‘our venerable inftitution. Then what has beea
{faid, though on an occafion far more important to

mankind, may not improperly be appropriatéd
-as the badge of our rcfpe&ablc order, "« Bf)l,x tllins

a

o d
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fhall all men know that you belong to the

bretbren if your hearts glow with affection, (not
to mafons alone but) to the whole race of man-

kind” And well indeed may ours be called

a happy inftitution! whofe fupreme with is

founded on the trueft fource of felicity, and

whofe warmeft endeavours are ever exerted in

cementing the ties of human nature by atts of

benevolence, charity and focial affection: and

_who, amidft the corruption and immorality of
the latter ages, have maintained in their affemblies _
the genuine principles and unfullied reputation

acquired and eftablithed in the firft.

Whilft qualities like thefe diret your pro-
ceedings and influence your attions, Free Mafonry
muft ever bé revered and cultivated, by the
juft, the good, and the exalted mind, as the
fureft means of eftablithing peace, barmony, and
good will amonght men.






‘DISQUISITION,
_@“' &e. Y.

BOOCOCHHE antiquity' and utility of Friz-
LEAKE Masonry, being generally ac-
X T x)yz knowledged in moft parts of -the
3&)}% habitable globe, it would .be as
“".abfurd to conceive it required
new aids for its fupport, as for him who has
the ufe of fight to demand a proof of the riffag
and fetting of the fun. Neverthelefs, in com-
pliance with the requefts of many wbrthy bre-
thren, I fhall lay before my readers fome
' ftritures

el . .
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ﬁn&nm ont the origin, nature and defign o( that
insTaTUTION 3 and wikh prudent referve cone
firte and avert the many fhemefil and idle falfe-
hoods which are induftrioufly propagated by its
enemies, the better to inform the candid and
well meaning, who might not readily know how
to inveftigate the truth, or want leifure and
opportunity for that purpofe.

With this view I have made it my bufinefs to
collect a great number of paffages from writers
eminent for their learning and probity, where
I thoughy they might ferve to illuftrate’ my
fubject. The propriety of fuch proceeding is
too obvious to need any apology.

_If our firft parent and his offsping had con-
tinued in the terreftrial paradife, they would have
had no occafion for mechanic "arts, or any of
the fciences now in ufe; Apam being created
with all thofe perfetions and bleflings, which
could either add to his dignity, or be conducive
to his real welfare: In that happy period he
had no propenfity to evil, no perverfencfs in his
heart, no darknefs or obfcurity in his underftand-
ing; for had he laboured under thefe maladies
he would not have been a perfas man, nor would -
there be ‘any difference betwixt man in a ftate of
srmocence, and in- a ftate of degencracy and
corruption. It was therefore in confequence ot
his wilful tranfgreffion that any ovils came upon:
him. And having loft -his innocence, he in thae
dreadful moment forfeited likewife his fuper-

. natural
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natutal lights and infufed knowledge, whereby
every fcience (as far as human nature is ca-
‘pable of) was rendered familiar to him without
the tedious labour of ratiocination, requifite
to men even of the greateft abilities, whofe ideas
‘after all, remain weak and imperfeét.

{

. From this remarkable and fatal £rs, we date
the meceffity and orign of the feiences. Firlt arofe
.divinity, whereby was pointed out to fallen man
the ways and will of God, the omnipotence and
and mercy of an offended creator : Then law®,
as direfting us to diftribute juftice to our
neighbour, and relieve thofe who are opprefled
or, fuffer wrong. The royal art was beyond all
all doubt coeval with the above fciences,and was
carefully handed down by Metbufelab, who dyed
but a few days before the General Deluge, and
who had lived 245 years with-Apam, by whom

r

_‘ ® No fooner had Apam tranfgrefied the divine com-
mand, than we find him cited to appear before the
Almighty Fudge. When, felf accufed, after hearing his

defence, fentence was pronounced upon him 3 a8 method

af proceeding in thar fcience, which has been adopted®in
criminal cafes, by the more enlightened nations from that
period and example down to the prefent day.

\

» he
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he wes mﬁru&e& in all the myﬂ:cncs of this

fublime Scieace, which he faithfullycommunicated
to hstmndfanN oA, whotianimitted it toPoflerity.
And it has ever been preferved with a veneration
and prudence fuitable to its great impdrtance,
being always conﬁned to the knowledge of the
worthy only. This 1s ‘confirmed by many inftan-
tes, which meh of reading fpeculation (efpe-
“cially fuchas are of tbu focéety) cannot fuffer
o efcape them. '

At firf- mankind adhered to the leffons of
nature; the ufed neceﬁitx for the means, urged
them to invéntion, and affifted them in the ope-

“‘ration: Our primitive fathers fecing the natural
face of the earth was not fufficient for the -

fuftenance of the animal ereanon, +had tecourfe to
their faithifull zusorefs, who taught them how t6
give it en ertificial face, by creating habitations
and cultivating - the Ground; and thefe ope-
fraciofi§ #mong other: valuable Effedts, led themy

to fearch into and contemplate upon the nature

-and properties of Jines, figures, fuperfices andyfolidsy
and by degrees, to form the fciences of  geo-
betry ‘and architeBure which ,have been of the
greateft utility to the human fpecies. Hence we

were fuft taught .the means whereby we mighe
etfain pruficé, and by pra&me introduce fpeculas
tion,

Pt

X
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From the flood to the days of king Solemon,

the liberal arts and friences gradually fpread.

themfelves over different parts of the globe;
every nation having had fome fhare in their pro-
pagation ; but according to their different man-
ners, fome have cultivated them with more

" accuracy, perfeverance and fuccefs than others ;.

and though the fecrets of the royal art, have not
been indifcriminately revealed, they have never-
thelefs been communicated in every agc to fuch.
as were worthy to receive them.

But I am not at liberty to undraw thc curtain,
and publicly difcant on this head : It is facred,
and ever will remain fo; thofe who are honoured
with the truft, will not reveal it except to the
truly qualified brother, and they who art igno-
rant of it cannot Jesray it.

I fhall however obferve, that this art was
called rgyal, not only becaufe it was originally
practifed by kings § and priuces, who were the

1 The celebrated SeLpEn tells us, that civil fociety,
beginning firft in particular families, under wconomick
" rule, reprefenting what is now a common-wealth, had'in its
. ftate, the hufband, father, and mafter, as 4ing; (SzLDEN’s
works, tom. 3, col. 927.) And in Asramam’s treaty,
with the fons of HeTH, for a hyrying place for SARAR,
they fifle him a mighty prince; asindeed he was. (Ges.
xxiii. . 6.) In a word, not only Adam, but all the
“facceeding patriarchs, as well before as after the feod,
bhad by the law of sature tingly power ovey their qefpw

sive familiee,. .
. D2 firft
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firkk profeflors of it, but likewife on account of
~ the foperiority which fo fublime a fcience gave:
iss difciples, over the reft of mankind. :
" This fupreme and divine knowledge being de-
rived from the Armicery CREATOR to ADAM,
its principles evert fince have been and ftill are,
~ mhoft facredly preferved and inviolably concealed.
For as all things in procefs of time are Ifable to
decay and corruption, the ancient profeffors
wifely forefeeing the great abufes which their
exalted myfteries might fuftain, if generally made
knowh, detetmined to confine the knowledge
of theém only to feles? brethten, men whom they
had found by long experience to be welt verfeq
in the gemeral principles of the fociety, and who
were eminent for their piety, learning and
 abilities. o
Hence it is that a2 man may be fufficiently .
able to acquit himfelf in every s¢ff* that is laid
down by our prefent inflitution, to prove his
reguiar initiation therein, and alfo to fhew that
he is not unacquainted with its general principles,
and. yet at the fame time he may be totally
ignotant and undeferving of the more valuable
parts-of the amient foeiery. 'Thele, like the aduta
'of the ancient temples, are hid from vulgar eyes.
It is not every one who is barely initiated into
Free-Mafonry, that is entrufted with all the great
myfteties thereto belenging: They are net
attainable as fhings of eourfe, ner by every
* capacity; for as Mr. Locke very juftly obferves, -
(fpeaking
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fpeaking of this fciety) « Though afi Rave s
right and opportunity (¢ they be worthy axd.
able to learn) 10 know all the arts and myfieries
belonging to it, yes that is not the cafe, as
fome want capacity and others induftry to acquire
them.”, Neverthekss, fuch is the. real felicity,
neeeflartly refulting. from a knowledge and.
praice of the gemeral principles of this frater-
nity, as alone was ever found fufficient 1o incitle
it to a preference of all other human inflitu-
From the carliefh ages of antiquity, the rayad
art was ever taunght with the greawft srcam-
fpoiTion, not in fchools or academies w a pro-
mifcuous audience, but was confined to cerrain
famnilies ; the rulers of which inftrated their
children or difciples, aad by this means com.
veyed their myferious knowledge w pofterivy.

After the flood, the profeflors of this arg
{according to aniest eraditions,) were firft dife
tinguithed by the name of Noacbide, (ox foms of
Noun) afterwards by that of fages or wife men,
(men infirulted as Moses in all the wildom of
the Epypsians,) Chaldeans, philofopbers, mafiers in
Ifrael, &e. and were cvet venerated as. facred per-
fouis.  They confifted of perfoms of the brighteft

«pares and genius, who exgrted their wmoit

abﬁlm in difcosering and wveftigating the
varivus. myfteries of nature, from whence w
draw improvements and inventions of the moft
ufeful confequences. Men, whofe talents were

not
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not only employed in fpeculation, or in private
alts of beneficence; but who were alfo public
bleflings to the age and country in which they

lived, poffefled with modegate defires, who

knew to conquer their paffions; pra&ifers
and teachers of the pureft morality, and

ever exerting themfelves to promote the har--

mony and felicity of fociety. 'They were
therefore confulted from all parts, and ve-
nerated with that fincere homage which is
never paid but to real merit, and the greateft

and wifeft. potentates on earth, efteemed it an .

addition to their imperial cignities, to be en-
solled among fuch bright ornaments of human
nature. .

A principal excellence which rendered them
famous among men, was Taciturnity, which in
a peculiar manner tbey practifed and inculcated
as neceffary for concealing from the umworthy,
what few were qualified to learn, and ftill fewer
to teach. '

In the firft ages of the world, fcience was in 4
low ftate ; becaufe the uncultivated manners of
our forefathers rendered them in general incapa-
ble of that knowledge which their pofferizy have

fo amply enjoyed: the profeflors of the ropal -

art, therefore, found it abfolutely requifite, to
~ exclude the more unworthy and barbarous part
of mankind from their affemblies, and to coniceal

their
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their myfteries under fuch * bieroghypbicks, fym-
bols, allegory and figures, as they alome could
explain, (even at #bis day it is indifpenfible in us,
to prevent future bad confequences, by conceal-
ing from vulgar eyes the means ufed by them
to unfold fuch myfteries) wherefore the greateft
caution was ever obferved at rheir meetings,
that no unqualified perfon might .enter amongft
them; and every method was employed to #yle
them fecurely, and conceal the real intent and
defign of their convocations.

In order to render their proceedings more
edifying and extenfively ufeful, charges were de-
livered at certain times, as well for regulating
the condué of the fraternity, as preferving that

® Hiereglyphics are properly emblems or figns of divine,
facred or fupernatural things, by which they are diftio-
guithed from common /ymbols, which are figns of fenfible
or natural things. HermEs TrismMeGisTUS is commonly
_efleemed the inventor of lierogiyphicks; he firft introduced
them into the heathen theology, from whence they have
been tranfplanted into the Jéwifh and Chriftian.
Sacred things, fays HirrocraTes, fhould only be com-
municated to facred perfons. Hence it was, that the an-
cient Egyptians commupicated to none but their kings and
priefts, and thofe who were to fucceed to the priefthood and
the crown, the fecrets of nature and the myfteries of their
-morality and hiftory; and this they did by a kind of Cadal-
&, which, at the fame time that it inftrufted them, only
.amufed the reft of the people. Hence the ufe of bierogh-
Pphicks, or myfiick figures, to veil their morality, politics,
"§7c. from profane eyes. Sron,
- mark
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mark of ditin®ion, which their fiperior merit
judtly.endtle them to, '

Several of thofe ancient orations are ftill extant,
by which it appears, that among others, one of
their principles was to inculcate by precept, and
ssforce by example, a ftri& obfervance of the
moral law, as the chief means of fupporting
government and authority. And # is evident
that they thereby effettod their purpofe, and fe-
cured to themfelves the favour, refpe@, and
efteem of the world in general; and, notwith-
ftanding the indolence and ignorance of fome
agps, the various countries, languages, fects, and
partics, through which maforry has pafied, al-
ways ‘fubjected to the neoelfity of ona/ tradition,
and under the numerous difadvantages with
which the mafers of the royal art had to ftruggle
i the courfe of many cemturies, ftill does it re-
tain, in a great degree, its original perfection :—
a circumftance that not only bears honourable -
teftimony of intrinfick worth, but is highly to

. the praife of thofe to whom this important truf
has been from time to time committed.

After this concife and goweral account of the

* ancient profeffors of the royal art, and the fub-
, lime triths which they were pofleffed of, and
were by them ¢ranfmitted down to pofte-
. rity in the saanner before defcribed, we will
proceed to vhe building of that glerious edi-
" fice, at which period this focety became a re-
" gular and uniform inflitution, voder the deno-
mination
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mination of Free and “accepted Mafons, whofe
cuftoms and proceedings I. fhall dcfcnbc as far
as may be neceffary and prudent. N

" Though the almighty and eternal JEHOVAH
has no occafion for a temple, or houfe to dwell
in, for the beaven of heavens is not capable of
€ontaining his immenfity, yet it was his divine
‘will, that a #ebernacle thould be ere@®ed for him
in the wildernefs by Moses, and afterwards a
semple, by-SoLomon, at Ferufalem, as his fanc-
tuary 3 both of which were to be conftruéted, not
according to human invention, but after a pat-
tern which the Lord himfelf had given. The
ewhole model of the tabernacle was thewn to Moszs
on mount Sinasi; (Esxed. xxv. ver. 9.) and the
patiern of the temple was likewife given to Davip
by the hand of the Lsrd, and by him delivered
to SoromoN his fon (1 Chros. xxviii. ver. 11.)

. The tabermacle might be confidered as the
paldce of the moft High, the dwelling of the God of
Ijhel wherein the Ifraelites, during their jour-
neyings in the wildernefs, performed the chief
of their religious exercifes, offered their facrifices,
and worfhipped: God*. It was thirty cubits in
fength; e in breadth, and fen in bejght; it
was divided into #we partitions, the firf was
called the Holy Place, which was swenty cubits
long and zem wide : bere were placed she table of

’

L. The tabernacle was eredted aboqt A. L. 2413
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Joew-bread, the golden candleftick, and 1be goldew
altar of imcenfe.. The fecond was called the moft
boly place, whofe length was ten cubits, and
breadth ten cubits, wherein, before the building
of the femple, the ark of the covenant was kept,
which was a fymbol of ‘God’s gracious prefence
with the Fewifp church. The moft boly place was
divided from tbe boly place by a curtain.or veil
of very rich cloth, which hung upon fosr pillars
of Shittim wood, that were covered with plates of
20/d. (Exod. xxvi. ver. 31. Heb. ix. ver. 23.)
. The temple eretted by Soromon (which was
built after the model of the tabernacle) at Ferufae
km, had its foundation laid in the year of the
world 2992, before CurisT 1008, before the
vulgar ra 1012 ; and it was finithed A. L. 3000,
and dedicated 3001, before Cunisr 999, before
the vulgar ra 1003. ‘The glory of this temple
did not confiftin the magnitude of its dimenfions;
for though it was twice as long and.capacious
every way as the rabernack, yet, alone, it was.
but a fmall pile of building. The main gran.
deur and excellency were in its .ormaments:
the workmanthip being every where exceeding
curiots, and the overlayings prodigjous : in its
materials, being built of new large ftones, hewn
out in the moft curious-and ingenious manner;
in its ows-buildings, which were large, beautiful
and fumptuous :—but, ftill more admirable in
this majeftic edifice, were thofe extraordinary
marks of divine favour wuh which it was ho-
noured,
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mowred, viz. The ark-of tix covenant, in which
were put the 1ables of the lags, and the mercy feat,
‘which .was upon ity from whence the divine
oracles were given out, with an' audible voice,
as often as God was confulted in behualf of his
peopley, the Schechinab, or the dioime prefence,
manifefted by a vifible cloud refting over the
mercy feat; the wrim and thummim,’ by which
the high-priet confulted GOD in difficult and
-momentous cefes, relating to the public intereft
of the nation ; the boly fire, which came down
from- heaven, upon the altar, at.the confecrs-
tion :—tbefe indeed were excellencies and bexu-
-ties dérived from a divine fource, diftinguifhing
-and. exalting this facred ftruGure abowve all
others. (1 Kimgs xviii. wer. 38.) David, filled
with the hopes of building this remple, declared
:his inteations to NaTuAx the prophet; (2 Sam.
vii. ver. 1, 2, 3.) but this was not permitved
~ him, becaufe his reign had been attended with
-wars, bloodthed and flaughter, and he fill had
to contend with many powerful enemics; bat,
thoygh forbid to execute ehis divine and glorious
work, he made confiderahle preparations far
that purpefe ; which havirg dotie, and drawing
towards his latter end, he affembled al} the
priaces and chief perfons of his kiogdom, and
.ordered and encouraged Soromon pubhcly, and
mthurpmfence, to purfue fuch his -intention,
(1 Chbron. xxviii. ver. 3~-10.)-and delivered the
pastern, or [fcheme, of all the houfes, &,
Ea (vcr.
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(%es. 11, 12.) the courfes of the prigfs‘and -
_vites, (ver. 11:--31) and likewife the pattern of
the cherubims, (ver, 18.) .earneftly .exhorting
his fervants, in regard to the tender age of his
fon, SoromoN, who was yet but very- young,
(o yield him their- councils and afliftance, in
erc&xng a palace, not defigned for. nfap,. but
forthe LOQRD GOD. - Davip himfelf gave ta-

wards the building of the temple, ot of hi$ ewn

-treafures, befides a vaft variety. of precious
ftones, three thoufand talents of gold of Opbin,
and feven thoujand talents of ﬁlver (& Chren.
XXIX. Ver. 25.) :

The princes of his kmgdom followed thc glo-
rious example of their king, and gave fve thox-
Jond talents and ten - thoufand drachms of gald,
ten thoufand talents of filver,. eighteen. thoufand
talents of brafs, and one hundred thoufand talents
of iron, as alfo a great many of the moﬁ: pre-
cious ftones. (1 Chron.. xx1X. 6,.7, 8

When Davip the king was drad* and So-
oman was eftablifhed on his throne, he refolved
to carry. into.exccution his father’s defign, and
to erect a temple to his great Creator. . .

For ‘which purpofe he applied go. Hmam
-king of Tyre, for afliftance.; and having readily
obtained a promife of what he defired, and pro-
<ured from thence, and other parts, men and ma-

.. . 'A\ I'lo 3989Q ‘ '
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speriels’ - fufficient for his- intentions,  he - began
that grest and majeftic fabrick ; and as method
_saud order are known and confefied to be efien-
tials requifite in condpcting all great.
. and undertakings, he proceeded in the following
" manner. He numbered and claffed his men ac.
cordmg to their {kil} and abilities, viz.

1; Hpgredim, princes, mlers or provoﬂ:s
. in number - . 300
2. Mmatzcbm ovcrf:crs and comfort-
ers of the people in working, that |
were expert mafier-mafons - 3300
3 Ghiblim, fone-fquarers, polithers and
fculptors s .and Ifchotzeh, men- of
hewmg; Benai, fetters, laycrs orbyild- -
ers, being able and i mgcmous fellow-
crafts - . 80,000
4. The levy ont of lﬁael appomtcd
to' work in Lebanon one month in
three, 10,000 each’ month under .
" the dire@ion of nable Adoniram, who
~Was the junlor grandy ‘warden - . 3o,ooo
'Whole number employcd exclufive of ;
T thé two grand 'w;zrdens, and of the S
“fien of burthen, 'who were the re-
"~ mains of the old €anaanites, who be-
ing dondmen, are not numbered a-
'mong mafons, was - - - 113,600
“Soromon likewife partitioned the fellow-crafts
: mto certain /dges, appointiag to cach, ope to
prefide
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prefide-ds a mafler, affifted by two othéss &
guardians, that they might receive’ commands i
# 2 regilai manner, ‘take care of the"tools -and
Jewc!§ 2 and be duly paid, fed, cloathed, &c.

Thefe necéflary régulations being previoufly
fcttled topreferve that order and bérmorny which
would be abfolutely requifite among fo great 2
number of men, in executing fo large a ‘work's
He alfo took into confideration, the future a-
greementand profperity of the craft, and deli-
berated on the beft means s 10 fecure’ them ’oy a
Tafting cement.

Now, brotherly love and zmmumble fidelity,
prefented themfelves to his mind, as the moft
proper bafis for an inftitution, whofe axm and end
fhould be to eftablith permanent umty among
its meinbers, :and to render them a fociety, who,
while zbey enjoyed the moft perfect felicity, would
be of confiderable uuﬁty to mankind. . And
being defirous to tranfmic it under the ancient
reftrictions as a blefling to future ages, SoLomoN
decreed, that . whenever they fhould affemble in
their lodgcs to difcourfe upon, and improve
themfelves in the arts and /amm ; and whatever
elfe thould be decmed proper- topics to encreafe
their knowledge, they, fhould likewife inftruct’
cach other in fecrecy and prydesce, morality and

) s 3 B . i
« ¥ Vide, Book of Conflitutions, P. 31. -
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good fellow‘-ﬂup ; and for thefe purpofes he efs
sablifbed certain pecul:ar rules and cuftoms to b
invariably obferved in their converfations, that
their minds might be eariched by a perfe@ ac-
gquaintance with, and practice of, every moral, Jo- -
¢ial and religious duty, lefp while they were fo
highly honoured by being employed in raifing &
temple tothe great JEHOVAR, they fhould negled;
to fecure to themfelves an happy admittance inta
the celefival lodge, of which the temple was only
to be a gype.

Thus did our wxfc gratd mﬂer cqnmve a plm
by mechanical and praddical alisfiens, to.infiru&
the craftfmen in principles of the moft fublioy
[peculative philefoply, tending to the glory of Gop,
and to fecure to tbem temporal blemngs Bere, and
cternal lifc bereafter; as well as 10 unite the e
culative and operative mafons, thereby for;nmg Py
two-fold advantage from the principles of Geeme-
#ry and drcbiseiinre, on the one part, andthe pre,
cepts of wifdom and ethicks on the other. The
next circumftance which demanded Soromon’ sat-
tention was, the readieftand moft effeual method
of paying the wages of fo vaft a-body of men,,
acconding to their refpeftive degrees, without
error or confufion, that nothing might be found
among the mafons of Siow, fave harmony and
peace. 1 This was fettled in a manner well known

1 Kings 6,7.
te
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to all tegrularly made mafons, and therefore is urts
neceﬁ'ary, as alfo impraper, to be mentioned here.

: Thefe arrangements being adjufted, the noble
Pcru&ure was bcgan 1 and condu&ed with fuch
gr‘a,ndeur, order and concord, as afforded So-
‘LomoN " the moft exalted fatistaction, and filled
hitn - with- the ftrongeft affurance, that the royal
art would be further encouraged in future ages,
-and amongft vatious nations, from the exellencies

' of this temple, and the fame.and fkill of the
Ifraelites, in the beauty and fymmetry of archi:
te&urc theréin difplayed.

‘He wis likewife fenfible, that when this build-
ing fhould be compleated, the, craftfmen would
difperfe themfelves over the ‘whole earth; -and
béing -defirous to perpetuate: in the moft effec
taal ‘manner, the barmony and good-fellowpip al-
teady eftablithed among them, and to fecure

to themfelves, their future pupils, and their fuc- =

veffors, the honour and refpeét due to men whofe
abilities ‘were fo great, and would be fo juftly
reriowned ; In copjun@tion with Hiram king

- < v D T g i
P A -

1 This moble ftrufture was erected in mount Mories,’
A the month /Zif, which anfwers to our April, being tire:
fecond month of the facred year (A. L. 2092:). and

was carried on with fach prodngnous expedition, that jt.

was compleatly finithed in little more than Jeven yearsy

in the month B/, which anfwers to our Ofober, A, L. _
2999, and was dedicated the year following,

"‘_ - .‘ Of
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of Tyre and Hiram Abiff, the deputy grand maf-
ter, concerted a proper plan to accomplith his in-
tentions; in which it was determined, that, ih
conformity to the practice of the original profef-
fors of the royal art, general diftinguithing cba-
raderifiicks fhould be eftablithed for a proof of
their having been fellow labourers in this glori-
ous work, to defcend to their fuccefforsin all
\futurc ages, who thould be in a peculiar man-
ner qualified to cultivate the fublime principles
of this noble eftablithment; and fuch were a-
dopted and received accordingly. With refpeét to

_ the MeTHop which would be bereafter neceffary

for propagating the pnncxplcs of the fociety, So-
LOMON purfued the uniform and ancient cuftom,
in regard to degrees of probation and injuniions
to fecmy 3 which he himfelf had been obhged
to comply with before he gainted a perfection in
the royal art, or even arrived at the fummit of
the feiences thercforc, tho’ there were no appren-
tzm employed in the building of the temple;
'yet as the craftfimen were all intended to be
promoted to the degree of mafers, after its dedica-
Jion : and as ¢befe would fecure a fucceffion, by
rcccxvmg apprentices who might themfelves in
due time alfo become mafler mafons, it was
detcrmmed, that the gradatzm in the fcience
fhould confift of sbres diftinet degrees, to each
of which thould be adapted 3 particular dif
;mgm{hmg teft, which tqﬂ, togcther ‘with

F the
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the explication, was ' accordingly fettled and
communicated to the fraternity, previous to
their difperfion, under a neceffary and folemn
iinjunétion to fecrecy : ‘and they have been moft
cautioufly preferved, and tranfmitted. down to
.pof\:érity by -faithful brethren, ever fince their
_ernigration.  Thus the center of union among
Jree-mafons, was firmly fixed; their cabala re.
gulated and eftablithed; and their prmaplcs
directed to the excellent purpofes of their origi»
nal intention,

3




!E;Q:{;':g‘ HE harmony and connexiop -

T 3{ «, of the f{ociety of free-mafons,
mmz > and the excellent precepts and
w3 principles thereof, have produced
the ntmoft good confequence, not enly te
the particular members ofit, but frequently
to the nations where it has been cultivated and
practifed.
" For united by the endearmg name of srether,
they live in an affection and friendfhip, rare.
ly to be met with even among thofe whom
the ties of confanguinity ought to bind in the
firmeft manner. That intimate union which
does fo much honour to humanity in general, in
the particular intercourfe, which prevails among
free-mafons, diffufes pleafure that no. other in~
ftitution can boaft. . For the name which they
'mutually ufe one towards aneother, is not a
vain  compliment, or an: idle parade ; no, they en~
Joy in common, all the felicities of a true bro-

Do

" Fa therhood.
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atherthood. Here,  merit and ability fecure to
therr poffeflors, an honourable regard, and a
_refpectful diftinétion, which every one receives
with an unaffe&ted complacency and a perfect
humility ; conftantly cxcrtmg himfelf for the
general good, without vanity, ‘and without fear.
For they who are not adorned with the fame
advantages, are feither mortified nor jea-
lous. No one contends for fuperiority; here
emulation is only with a view to pleafe; the
man of thining abilities, and thofe unbleffed with
fuch ornaments, are here equally admitted ; all
may here perform their parts; and what may
feem furprizing amohgft fuch a variety of cha-
ralters, haughtinefs or fervility, never appear.
The greateft admic of a focial familiarity; the
inferior is elevated and inftructed, conftantly
maintaining by zbefe means a beneficent equality. -

.With refpe€t to the converfation which
they hold during their affembliés, it is conduct-
ed with the moft perfe& decency : here it is an
univerfal maxim, never to fpeak of the abfent
but with rcfpc& 3 ill-natured fatire is cxcludcd
all raillery is forbidden ; they will not even fuf'-
fer the leaft irony, " or the poignant ftrokes of
wit, becaufe they generally have a malignant
tendency ; they solerate nothing which carries
with it even the appearance of vice.

- Their pleafures are never imbittered by un-
grateful refle@ions, but produce a ferene and
lafting coinpofure of mind. They flow not like

- ' 2
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a torrent which defcends with noife and imipe-
tuofity, but like a peaceful ftream within its
own channel, ftrong without violence, and gen-
tle without dulnefs.

This exact regularity, very far from occafion-
ing a melancholly ferioufnefs, diffufes, on the
contrary, over the heart, and over the under-
ftanding, the moft pure delights; the bright
effets of enjoyment and hilarity fhine forth in
the countenance ; and altho’ the appearances are
fometimes a little more fprightly than ordinary,
decency never runs any rifque ; tis wifdom in
good-bumour. For if a brother fhould happen
to forget himfelf, or in his difcourfe fhould
have the weaknefs to ufe fuch expreffions as
are diftinguithed under the name of /iberties, a
formidable fign would immediately call him to
his duty; a érotber may miftake as a man,
but he hath opportunity and courage to recover
himfelf, becaufe he is a free-mafon. Altho’ or-
der and decorum are always fcrupuloufly ob-
ferved in the lodges of free-mafons, tkefe ex-
clude not in any wife gaiety and chearful en-
Joymgpt: The converfation is- animated, and
the kind and brotherly cordiality that prefides
shere, affords the moft pleafing fenfation.

Thefe particulars may juftly recall to our.minds
the happy time of the divine 4frea! when there
was neither fuperiority nor fubordination, he-

caufe men were as yet yntainted by viee, and
. uncorrupt,

Having
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Having now given a gemeral fketch of the

nature of this infitation, from whence a candid
reader may form no inconfiderable idea of that
compofed wifdom, and laudable harmony which
governs in the fellowfhip of free-mafons, we
fhall proceed in taking fome notice of the feveral
accufations frequently brought againdt it

And firf; As nene can venerate and efteem
the fair-fex, more than free-mafons do, we can-
not but reckon it a misfortune that the ledies
thould be offended at their nen-admiflion into
this order ; and the more fo, as they no foomer
learn’ with what mederation the mafons com.-
port themfelves in their affemblies, but without
knowing the reafon why they are not admitted,
they cenfure us with all the feverity their delicate
minds are capable of. This we muft beg leave
to fay, is intirely owing ta miftaken projudice,
for a lictle refletion would convince them, that
their not being received in #bis inftitution, is
net in the leaft fingular. They ftand in the
fame predicament with refpec to the priefbood,
and many other particalar focieties ; the folemn
aflemblies of the ancients, the fematss of Pagan,
and the conclaves of papal Rome, all mstional
fenates and ecclefiaftical fynods, umiverfities and
Jeminaries of learning, &c. &ec. with which
they might with equal propriety be offended.

. Next to the difpleafure of the ladies,” we will
confider a charge with regaxd to governmments,
which in otber countries, Jefs happy in« theic con«

ftitution
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. fhitution than owr owk, lias at dnﬂ'emnt times
" been unjuftly profecuted againft this fraternity.

It has been imagined, that there is every thing -
to be feared for the tranquillity of the fiate,
from a numerous affociation of men of merit
and charalter, intimately united under the feal
of fecrecy. 1 agtee that this fufpicion has in it
fomething very fpecious ; for if the paffion of a
fingle man, hath caufed (as we have feen more
than once) ftrange revolutions in a ftate ; what
might notbe produced by a body fo numerous
and united, as that of free and accepted mafons;
were they liable to thefe intrigues and cabals,
which pride and ambition inftill but too often
into the human heart.

But there is nothing to be apprehended from
free-mafons in thefe refpe@s; they are attuated
by the love of order and peace, and are as
much attached to civi! fociety, as united among
themfelves 3 ’tis in this fchool, thata man may
learn mof} effeCtually, what refpect, what fub-
miffion, what veneration he ought to have, for
his God, his ceuntry and his king ; ’tis among
them, that fubordination is'fully prattifed and
deemed a virtue, not a yoke.

Equally without reafon, have they alfo been
accufed of holding afleblies for no other pur-
pofe, than that of fpeaking with the greatey
. freedam on rehgwa.c, as well as pdzmal mate

“ters.  Thefe topics are never fuffered to be
pgxtated for itis a fundamental maxim of this
inftitution,
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inftitution, to prohibit ali fuch difputes. The"
God of heaven, and the rulers of the earth, are.
by them inviolably refpected. And with regard
to the facred perfon of majefly, every congregated
lodge, folemnizes the name with all poﬂibf‘e
grandeur and refpect.

. Thus thefe accufations fall to the groun&"

It is alfo alledged by the objectors to ﬁfee-ma-
Jonry, that upon the initiation of ‘a member in-
to this myftery, he lays himfelf under a fo-
lemn obligation by an oath, with very fevere
penalties. This by them is pronounced an unwar-
rantable proceeding. Certainly thefe perfons
are as ignorant as they are ungenerous, and for
want of better judgments form erroneous no-
tions, and from falfe premifes draw falfe con-
clufions. To obviate rbis objettion, we will
trace the antiquity of fwearing, and obferve the
different cuftoms adopted by the ancients on
this head; afterwards examining the nature of
an oath, fuppofing (for the fake of argument,
but not granting) that one is required as fet
forth by the adverfaries of mafonry; we will
confider how far, it is, or is not, warrantable in
the prefent cafe.

We are informed by jfacred hiftory, what
was the cuftom of fwearing among the Hebrews,
who fometimes fwore by fretching forth their
bands (as in. Gen. xiv. v. 27.) fometimes the
party fwearing put bis band under the other’s thigh.
(Gen. xxiv, v. 21. xlvii. v. 29. which was the

' manner




( 8)
- manner of adminiftration ufed by Asramam
.-and Jacos. Sometimes * fanding before the dltav,
as we read in Kings; which was alfo the cuf-
-tom of the Athenians(z), the Cartbcgmm(z),
.;' and the Romans(3).
- 'The Fews chiefly fwore by Ferufalem, by the
ﬁ’e‘:@l&, by tbe gold of the tempie, by the ditar,
~ -and rhe gift on the altar.
TFhe Greeks efteemed it an bomour paid sbei»
Dirries, to ufe their names in folemn con-
tra®s, promifes and affeverations; and call
" them to witnefs mens truth and honefty, or to
“punith their falfehood and treachery. This was
reputed a fort of religious adoration, being an
acknowledgment of the omnipotence and ommipre-
[ence, and by confequence of the divinity of the
Being thus invoked: and the infpired writers,
for the fame reafon, forbid to fwear by the Pa-
gan DerTiEs, and commanded to fwear by the
¢rue Gop. Thus in Deuteromony (chap. vi. v.
15) thou fbalt fear the Lord tby God, and ferve
bim,. apd fbalt fwear by bis mame. And ip Fe
remigk (chap. v. v. 7.) How pall I pavdon thea
Jor this 2 thy cbildren hava forfakes me, and fworm
b tb_m‘ that are wo Gods 3 ‘and to forbear other

' o

" ® Kings, viii. 31.=(1) Alex. 2b. Alex. L. g e 10t
(2) Liwias, Dec. 3, L 1 -(3) fmx Sat. 3. 7al. Max. L.

y &3
G -mftanccs,
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inftances, the worthippers of the true God, are
by Davip, reprefented to fwear by ‘him, 7. e.
by invoking his name. ,

The antiguity of fwearing, as well as the manner
of adminiftring an oath, having now been fuffi-
ciently fhewn; we will in the next place, as
far as may be neceffary, take notice of the fun-
" damental principles of this eftablithment, as the

propereft chthod to form a right judgment of
it; and thenin anfwer to the prefent objection,
we will examine how far an sath would, or
would not be juftifiable, on the initiation of a
mafon, and fuppefing it to be required even
under fuch pznal fanttions as have been pre-
tended.

If we examine the Jaws and regulations of
free-mafonry, it will appear that the end and pur-
port of it is truly laudable, being calculated to
regulate our paffions, to affift ‘us in acquiring
knowledge of the arts and fciences, and to pro-
mote morality and beneficence, as well as to
render converfation agreeable, innocent, and in-
ftruétive; and fo to influence our praice, as
to make us ufeful to others, and happy in our-
felves. With regard to the -relation we have
(as members) to fociety in general, it will ap-
pear equally evident from the faid regulations,
that a free-mafon is to be a peaccable fubjet,
conforming cheerfully to the government under
which he lives, is to pay a due deference ta

his
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his foperiors; and from his inferiors is tore-
ceive honour rather with reluétance than to ex.
¢ort it. He muft be a man of univerfal benevo-
dence and charity, not tenacious of his abun-
dance,  when the exigences of his fellow crea-
tyres lay the jufteft claim to his bounty.

" Mafons not only challenge, but have ever
Jupported that charalter amongft the boneft and
¢andid part of mankind, whofe equity and rea-
fon would never fuffer them to entertain 111-
grounded préjudices.

The great Mr. Locke appears to have been
fo delighted with fome of our principles, that
he tells Lady Masnam (to whom he was writ-
ing on'this fubje@) < that it was his with, they
were communicated to 4/ mankind, fince
there ‘is nothing more true than what the ma-
fons teach; that the better men are, the' more
they love one another: virfue having in idelf
fomething fo amiable as to charm the heart of
all who behold jt*.”

And anotber §, fpeaking of free-m/bn:, fays,
# no abulfe is tolerated among them, no intempe-
gance a.llowed modefty, union and humlhty,

° ® The manufcript from which -this and afni:feqnent
quotation are made, is printed in the aypend:x to tlm
difguifition. _

3 vid. Rel. Caft, voh 6. fol,
e G z‘ m
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are. fupngly recommended.” Again, < this
facicty is no ways offenfive to religion, good
mannets or political gevernment; ithas and dees
i}l Bourifh in Great Britain and its dominions
under the protection of thcgreatcﬁ pez{onagcs,
even prigces of the royal blood.”

Mr. Cuampers in his Cyclopedia, alﬁ) te[h-
fies, « that free and accepted mafous, ate a very

ancient faciety, or body of men, % called either
from fome extraordinary knowledge of mafonry
or building, which they were fippofed to be
patters of, or becaufe the firft foundcrs of this
fociety were of that profeffion.”

« They are very confiderable, both for num.
ber and chara@er ; being found in‘ever country
in Europe, and confifting - principally of per-
fons of merit and confideration, As to anti~
quity, they lay claim to a ftanding of fome
shoufand years, and’tis faid, can trace up theic
original as ealy as the building of Selomon’s
temple.”

% What the end of their inftitution is, feems
Rill to be a fecret, tho’ as much. ofitasxq
known, appears laudable, as it tends topromote
- Ftiendfhip, fociety, mutnal affiftance and good
fetlowthip.”

“ The brethren of this family, are faid 4o-be
poficfiled of a siumber of jecrets, which have
* been religioufly obferved from age to age. .Be
their ather goad ‘qualities whatever they will, .it

s
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is plain they are mafters of om, in 2 very great
degree, namely Szcrecy.”

Now let us afk, if a number of perfons have
formed themfelves into a body with a defign
to improve in ufeful knowledge, to promote
univerfal benevolénce, and to cultivate the fo-
gial virrues of human life, and have bound them-
felves by the folemn obligation of an oath, to
conform to the rules of fuch iaftitsion, where
can be the impiety, immorality er folly of fuch
proceeding ? Is it nog the cuftom of moft com-
smunities; jn the fase, amongRt the learnod
bodies, in commerce, &c. a cafe too common-
ly known to require a recital of pasticular ‘in-
~ #ances. | fhall therefore content myfelf wigh
adding this obfcrvation, viz, That bithop Saprmse
PER3ON, an eminent cafuift, in his Jectures’ on
the fubje@ of oaths, very judicioufly afferts;
that when a thing is ot by any precept.or ins
terdit buman or divine, o determined, but
every man may at his chdice do; or not da;
as he fces expedient, let him do what he will,
be finneth not. (1 Chrom. chap. vii. v. g6.> As
if Caws fhould fwear to fell his land to T'rrros,
or:to Jend him an hundred crowns, the ans
fwer is. brief, an oath in this caf, s both law-
ful and binding. (Preléf. g.8e&. 35.) .. .

. #And as the principles of this inftitution. are
wruly praife-worthy, confining thofe valuable
u:qmﬁm which will ewer fecure the effeem
' and
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and admiration of all good men, (as well as moft
affuredly the envy of the 4ad,) we will put this
plain queftion 5 is not the defign of it of equal
importance to the publick, with the lending of an
‘hundred crowns to a private man? the anfwer
and the confequences are both evident: that
an oath on the fubjet of free-mafonry, if required,
is both lawful and obligatory.

As for the terror of a penalty; it is a mif-
taken notion to imagine that the folemnity of an
oath, adds any thing to the odligation: or that
the oath is not equally binding without any

alty at all.
-1 fhall add a few more quotanonsfromthc
fame excellent cafuiff, and leave the explanation
and application to the intelligent.
. A folewn oath of itfelf, and in its own nature,
is not more obligatory than a fmple one; be-
caufe the obligation of an oatb, arifeth precife-
ly from this, that Gop is invoked asa witnefs
and avenger, o lfs in the fimple one, than
in the folemn and corporal; for the iwvocation is
* made precifely by the promounciation of the words
(which is the fame both in the fimple and fo-
lemn) and not by any corporal motion or com~
eomitant fign in which the folemmity of che oath
eonfifts. Przle&. 5. Seét. 12.
- And it is a matter well worthy the confi-
deration of every man, that.as the obje& of 2
lawful oath, is Gop alone, fo it contains a
folemu
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folemn confeffion of his emniprefence, thit he is
with us ia every place; of his omnifcience, that
he knoweth all fecrets of the heart, that ke is
A maintasner of truth and an avenger of falfebood:
of his juftice, that he is willing, and of his omni-
potence, that he is gble to punith thofe that by
difregard to their oaths, thall difhonour him.

" Itis therefore of a very dangerous gendency
for perfons who have once taken an oatb, to trifle
and play with the force of it, even fuppofing
she occafiow of fuch obligation was a@ually of
{mall moment in jtfelf. And this is pofitively
determined by the fame writer, in the following
words, and ought to be a cautioh to 4/, not to
wiolate an oath, left they incut the fatal confc-
quences of real perjury.

A woluntary oath is the more bmdmg for
being woluntary, becaufe there is no ftricter obli-
gation thah that we take wxllmgb' onwourfelves.”

(Praele& 4 Set. 11.) And ‘in another placc
he is more pamcular, wherc a matter is {0
trivial, that it is not worth the deliberation of
a wife man, nor fignifies a ftraw whether it be
done or not done; as to reach up a'chip, or to
rub one’s beard, or for the Jlightnefs of it, is not
_much to be efteemed, as to nge a boy an apple,
or tolend a pin; an oath is binding in mat-
térs of the leaft moment, becaufe weighty and
#rivial things have 3 like refpect unto frysh and

T . folfiboody
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faybbood and furtker, becaufé every party
fwearing, is bound to perferm sl he promifed, as
far as he is able, and as fait is Lwful: to give
an apple to a boy, is both poffible and lawful,
he is bound therefore to perform it: He ought to
fulfi} his oath” (Pralett. 3. Seft. 15.)

This is likewife confirmed by Moses, (Numb.
. Xxx, v. 2.) “If a man fwear an oath te bind

. his foul with a bond, he fhall not break his

*ord; he fhall do according to all that pro-

eth out of his mouth.” And (Zeck. chap. v.)
It ié threatened that every one that fwearcth falfe-
ly, flmall be cut off by the curfe: « I will bring
it forth, $&G the Lorp &f Hosts; and it fhall
enter into the’ hounfe of bim tbe Jwearesh falfely
by my name 5 and'it fhail remain in the midft of
his houfe, and fhall eonfuime it, with the timber
thereof; and the ftones thereof.” '

The objettors being thus anfwered with Tes
fpet to the lawfulnefs of an oath, fuppofing one
2o be required on the initiation of a fm-ma/an (as
to the certainty of which conjecture is their only
fupport) I fha]l next take notice of the charge -
brought aga'nft them on account of fecrecy ; one

_of their grand charatterifticks; and the innocent
taufe of all the perfecutions and reproaches
they faffer,

We dre condemned for Keeping the effentlals -
of our inftitution ffom the knowledge of thofe
Whe ars not members of it: Which, ’tis faid,

. muﬂi.
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mutt fufficiently prove them to be of a bad'rna-
ture and tendency, elfe why are they not made
- publick for the fatisfattion of mankind.

If fecrecy be a virtue, (a thing never yet de-
nied) can that be imputed to us as a crime,
which has been confidered an excellence. in all
ages ? Does not SoLomoN, the wifeft of men,
tell us, He that difcovers fecrets is a traitor,
but a man of a faithful [pirit concealeth the matter.

In conducing all worldly affairs, fecrecy is not
only effential, but abfolutely neceffary; and
was ever efteemed a quality of the greateft worth,

Thus we find the great FEneron makes
ULysses, in the fyftem of the education which
he delivers to his friends for his fon TEeLEMA-
cHus, particularly enjoin them above all,
to render him juft, beneficient, fincere, and faith-
ful in keeping fecrets; a precept that afterwards
produced the beft of confequences to the young
prince, of whom it is recorded, that with this
great excellence of taciturnity, he not only di-
vefted himfelf of that clofe myfterious air, fo
common to the referved, but alfo conftantly a-
voided telling the leaft untruth in fupport of
this part of his charatter. A conduét! highly.
worthy “the imitation of every one to whom
. fecrets are intrufted, affording them a pattern of
opennefs, eafe and fincerity; for while he feemed
to carry his whole heart upon his lips, commu-
nicating what was of no importance, yet he

knew how to ftop juft in the proper moment,
H without
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withiout proceeding to thofe things which might
taife. any fufpicion, or furhith even a hint to
difcover the purpofes of his mind.

- If 'we turn owr eyes back to antiquity, we
fhall find the old Egyptians had fo great a re-
gard for filence and fecrery in the myfteries of
their religion, that they fet up the God Harpo-
erates (Vid. Imagines deoram o vincewtio chars
torig) to whom they paid peculiar bowonr and
veneration, who was reprefented with his right
bamd placed near the beart, and the kft down by
bis fide, covered with a fkin before, full of eyes
and ears, to fignify, that of many things to
be feen and heard, few are to be publithed.

- JAnd among the fame people, their great god-
defs Ifis, the Minerva of the Gresks, had always
an image of a Sphymx placed at the entrance
of her temples, to denote that fecrets were there
preferved under facred coverings, that .they
might be kept from the knowledge of the vul.
gor, as much as the riddles of that creatire.

* Jamsricus, in his life of Pyruacoras, con-
firms the above opinion, by obferving, that from
the myfterious knowledge of the Egyptians,
that philofopher drew the fyftem of Ais fymbo-
Lical learning and inftruive tenets, fecing that
the principles and wife doltrines of this nation,
were ever kept fecret among themfelves, and
were delivered down, not-in writing, but only
by ¢ral tradition. And indeed fo cautious and
- prudent were they in thefe matters, that every
~ difciple
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~ difciple admitted to their wife and fcientific myf
teries, was bound in the moft folem» manner
to conceal fuch myfteries from the vulgay, or
thofe whofe ideas were not fufficiently exalted
to receive them. As a proof of this, we need
enly recollect the ftory of Hipparchus, a Pytha-
gorean, who having out of fpleen and refentment,
violated and broke thro’ the feveral engage-
ments of the fociety, was held in the utmoft
deteftation, expelled the {chool as one moft
infamous and abandoned, and as he was dead to
the principles of virtne and philofophy, had a
tomb ereed for him, according to their cuftom,
as though he had been maturally dead. The
fhame and difgrace that juftly attended fo grcat
a breach of truth and fidelity, drove the un-
happy wretch to fuch defpair, that he proved
his own executioner ; 3nd fo abhorred was even
his memory, that he was denied the rites and
ceremonies of burial ufed to the dead in thofe
times; inftead of which, his body was fuffered
0 lic upon the fhore of the Ifle of Samos.

Among the Greek natiens, the Athemians had
2 itﬂup of bras, which they awfully revered ;

shis figure was without a tongue; by which fecrezy
-w3s intimated.

The Romans had a goddefs of filence, named
ANGERONA, reprefented with her fore finger on
her lips, 3 fymbol of prudence and. tacityrnity,

" AwNaxarcmus, who. (according to Priny)
:Was apprchanded in order @ extory his fecrefs
| . Ha from

-
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from him, bit his tongue in the midft, and
afterwards fpitit in the tyrant’s face, rathcr chuf
ing to lofe that organ, than to difcover thofe -
things which he had promifed to conceal.

We read likewife that CaTo the Cenjbr, of-
ten faid to his friends, of three things which he
had good reafon to repent, the prmcxpal was
divulging a feeret.

The Druids in our own nation (who were the
only prlcﬁs among the ancient Britons) com-
mitted nothing to writing.” And Cusar ob-
ferves that they had a bead or chief, who exer-
cifed a fort of excommunication, attended with
dreadful penalties on thofe, who either publz/bed
or propbdned their myﬁcnes.

. Therefore, fince it evidently appears from
the foregoing inftances (among many other) that
there ever were Jecrets amongft mankind, as
well refpeing focieties as individuals, and that
the keeping thofe inviolable, was always reputed
an’ mdlfpenfable duty, and attended with an
hopourable eftimation; It muft be very diffi-
cult to affign a fufficient reafon why the fame

raftice thould be at all wondered "at, or lefs
approved in the free and accepted mafons of the
prefent age, than they were among the wifeft
men, and greateft philofophers of antiquity.

The gcncral prattice and conftant applaufe
.of the ancients, as well as the cuftoms of the

moderns, ‘one would naturally imagine fhould
be fufficient to juftify mafens againft any charge

Raes , of
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of fingularity or innovation on this actounts
for how can this be thought fingular, or new,
by any one who. will but calmly allow himf
felf the fmalleft time for refieion, '
Do not all incorporated bodies amongﬂ'w,

enjoy this liberty withour impéachment or cen-
fore ¥ an appremtice is bound to keep the fecsets
of his mafter ; a freeman is obliged to confult
the intereft of his company, and not proftitute
in common the myfteries of his profeflion; fecret
committegs and privy councils, are folemnly ene
joined not to publith abroad their debates and
sefolutions, In courts martial, the members are
bound to fecrecy; and in many cafes for more ef-
fetual fecurity an oath is adminiftred.

As in fociety in general, we are united toge.
thcr by our indigencies and infirmities, and a vaft-
variety of circumftances contributing to our mu-
tual and neceffary dependence on each other,
(which lays a grand foundation for terreftrial
happinefs, by fecuring general amity and the
reciprocation of good offices in the world) fo,
in all particular focieties, of what ever denomi-
nation, they are all copjoined by a fort of ce-
ment ; by bonds and laws that are peculiar to
each of them, from the higheft affemblies to the
loweft. Confequently the injuntions of fecrecy
among free-mafm, can be no more unwarranta-
ble than in the focieties and cafes already pointed
_ out: and to report, Or even to infinuate, that‘
~ they are, muftargue a want of candour, a vv‘az;
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of reafon, and a want of charify. For by the
laws of nature, and of nations, everyindwdaf,
and every fociety, has a right to be fuppofed .
wocens *till proved otherwite.

. Yot notwithftanding the myferias of our profef-
ﬁon are kepe inviolable, noneare excluded from
a full knowledge of them, in dus time and man-
her, upon proper application, and being fousd
gapable and worthy of the wuft. To form -
other defigns and expeftations, is building on g -
afandy foundation, and will only ferve to tefti-
£y, that likea rath man, their difcretion i8 always
out of the way when they have moft occaﬁaa
t0 makc ufe of it, -
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, E will now proceed to the next

} objeftion, viz. That « mafumry is

? a ¢rifling inftitution, and that our
pnncxplcs contain nothing valuable
in them.”

Thefe cenfurers finding it eafier to decry a

fcience than to underftand it, are with wicked.
endeavours attemp_ung to depreciate that which
they cannot attain to, and would make their
neceffity appear a virtue, and their j ignorance the
effet of choice.

This turn of mind is the defpicable offspring
of envy, and fo felfith are fuch men, that they
would rather prefer having the whole circle of the
aris and Jeiences abollﬂaed was it in their power,
than that others Thould be poffefied of a know-
ledge, which they are themfelves totally wnac-
- quainted with and wndeferving of. .

. But alas! they difquiet themfelves in vain;
we who are. mafons, cannot but laugh at and

thofe
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thofe who have nd better uriderftandings thar
to regard them.

Did they ktow any thing of out profeffion,
they could not but efteem ie, for they would
be convinced that it is founded on the moft ex-
alted principles of morality and focial virtue ;
tcnding to promote the true happinefs of mankind
in general, the peace and fatisfaltion of every in-
dividual in particular ; to cenfure then and vilify
what they are entirely ignorant of, difcovers the
bafenefs of their dxfpoﬁnons, and how little they
are qualified to pafs their judgments in matters of
fuch importance. ~ Therefore, though we com-
miferate their defets, we muft at the fame
time be aHowed to pronounce them wuwworiby
our further notice. ‘

Had our inflitution contairted nothing com-
mendable or valuable in it, *tis impoffible it
fhould have exifted, and been patronized by
the wife, the good 4rid great, in all ages of
the world. For we cannot fuppofe that men,
diftinguithed by every accomplifhment that can
adorn human nature, would embrace or con-
tinue in principles which they found to be nu-
gatory, erraneous or contemptible. Therefore
the advice which GamaLieL (As. v. ver. 38.)
wifely gave to the perfecutors of the apoftles, might
with great propriety be recommended to thefe
. railers againft free-mafons. They may affure
themfelves, that if there was no more in our
m(htuuon than their httle minds fuggeft, it

would
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would have fallen to the ground ages paft, bue
the contrary being the cale, thgy may fafcly
conclude, it will continue to exift notwithftand-
ing any 0ppoﬁnon, for ages yet to come.

Perhaps it will be faid, that the moral and jbaal
principles we profefs, are equally neceffary to the
fupport of every well regulated fociety ; how then
came mafons to appropriate the merit of fuch
principles to themdelves ? I anfwer, they are nat

“only deemed neceffary, but zeaght, and brought

into praftice in, the lodge 3 they are familiarized

to us by fuck a plain, pleafing and peculiar me-

“thod, thtat they feem no longer leffons or rules,
but become inherent principles in the breaft of
every free-mafon. But from the corrupt ftate
and difpofition of mankind, there are fome whe
will glways make it their bufinefs to afperfe and
ridicule whatever thcy fufpc& has the leaft
beauty or excdlency in it,

Thefe ewvious beings, having juft fenfe enough
to imagine, that feandal is eafier hit off than

praife; and that fagyr will fooner procure them -

a name than panegyrick, and looking at 4/l focieties
through falfe and narrow mediums, they form
judgments of them from their trifling fefves;.
ading in dire&t contradiGtion to the apgfles
exhortation ta the Philippians,  If there be any
'virtue, if there be any praife, they will éondewn
thofe things,™ notwithftanding the ftrength of
reafon with which they are accompanied ; not-
. I ~ withftanding

aan (P e
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withftanding the apparent benefit and advantage
they may bri#g to mankind ; fo little relith have
they for things excellent in themfclves, fo inat-
tentive are tbey to the force of the cleareft rea-
foning, and fo enveloped in ignorance and pre-
judicé, that nothing is fufficient to cosvince them.
I don’t mean that dgmoramce which implies a
want of knowledge®, but that affefted and pre-
fumptuous folly which defpifes it. And of fuch
SoroMmoN fays, * feeft thou a man that defpifeth
inftruétion ? there is more hope of a fool than
of him.”
- If therefore thefe accufers have any remains of
modefty, if the affertors of fuch calumny can
‘éver bluh, they are now put to the trial ; for
whilft they deal thus freely with the principles
-and proceedings of perf'ons of the greateft ho-
“nour and diftinction, they are only difcovering to
the judicious part of mankind, the weaknefs of
“their heads and the wickednefs of their hearts.
How truely do they come under the ftandard
of that defcription which Justus Lipstus, an
eminent writer, has given us of this sbominable fect,

® The natural and proper effe® of a bare want of
know!edge is, tlut men forbear - to pa!'s any Judgment
apon what they underftand or 5 and that -they: neither
contend for, nor againf! any thing, before they have fime
regfin to determine them fo tpdo.

Calumny,
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<« Calumny, fays he, is a filthy and pernicious
infection of the tongue s generally aimed by the
moff wicked and abandomed part -of mankind,
againft the moft worthy and deferving of cfteem,
and wounds them unexpectedly. And to whom
is it pleafing? To the mof wile, the perfidions,
the talkative. But what is its fource? From
what origin does it proceed ? from falfebood, as
it’s father; from envy, as its mother ; and from
curiofity, asits nurfe ?”

Would fuch perfons exercife but a very fmall
portion of reafon and reflection, they would
readily perceive the madnefs of their attempt.
to depreciate a fociety which has ever with-
ftood and repelled every attack made againft
it; ftill acquiring addition4l honour and ftrength;
fuch proceedings affecting it no more, than a ja-’
. velin thrown by the feeble hand of 6ld age, that’
never reaches, or at moft makes no impreffion
onits deftined mark.

12 CHAP
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HE laft accufation brought againft
free and accepted mafons, which I
fhall take gny notice of, is, that they
make ufe of byerogliphic figures, pa-
rabolical and [ymbolical cuftoms and ceremonies,
Jecret words and  figns, with different degrees of

. probation peculiar to themfg:lves: thefe are alfo

cenfured.

What evil thefe refined cafuifts can point out
in fuch proceedings, is not eafy to imagine. But
I think it no very difficult undertaking to
iuftify them againft any objettion.

It is well known that fack cuftoms and cere-
monies, are as ancient as the firft ages of the
world, the philofophers of which practifed the
method of inculcating their fublime truths and
important points of knowledge by allegory and
mythalogy, the better to fecure them from defcend-
: ing



( 61 )

ing into the familiar reach of every inattenitive
and unprepared novice, from whom they mighe
. pot meet with the veneration they deferved, and
therefore become too familiar, and contemptibie ;
for which reafon they were accuftomed to pro-
ceed with the utmoft care and prudence. And
- OrigeN tells us, (Origen Contra Celfum) “ The
Egyptian philofophers had fudlime notions which
they kept fecret, and never difcovered. to the
people, but under the vail of fadles and allegoriesy »
alfo other eaftern nations concealed /fecres myfieries
under their religious ceremonies, a cuftom gl
retained by many of them.
. An interpretation therefore of thefe allegories,
&c. as they come under my notice, fhallbe at.
tended tos and will, I flatter myfelf, exattly
fquare with the prefent purpofe.

Of all the fymbois appropriated to Juptrer, I
fhall only mention the crows of rays, with the
petafus and . caduceus, with which he is repre-

‘fented. The firft denotes the power of the fupreme .

being, . the other, that power ought to be accom-’
‘panied with prudence.

The cock was a fymbol peculiar to Mircury, .

as expreflive of that vigilance which was {o very
neceffary to him, deftined to execute many func-
tions ; as fometimes this emblem hathi an ear of
corn in his bill, it may ferve to point out to man,
that plenty and happines will be the confe>
quencg of care and attention, '

fThc
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‘I'he club is “the fymbol of Hercures, and
denotes firength

The various fymbols belonging to the god
defs Diana, were Oxen, Lyons; Griffins, Stags,
Spb)nx’:, Bees, Boughs; Rofes, &c. which fignify
in a myftical fenfe, the umiverf?, with all its s pro-
ductions.

' The ftory of MiNervaA is entirely allegorical,
relating, that JuptTer having devoured Me-

¢ 118, (i. ¢ prudence) conceived MiNERVA;
and was delivered of her. This fymbol means
plainly that prudemce is wholly in Gop, and
that he produces her externally by the wonder-
ful works conftantly manifefted in his govern-
ment of the univerfe.

It will not be foreign to my fubje&, to take
notice that cities, rivers, regions, and even the
various parts of the globe had their proper
Jymbols, which were fo many enfigns to difiinguifh
them. Cities were fignified by women with
gowers on their heads: The eaft is reprefented
by a woman mounted upon a carr, with four
borfes, rifing as they go. The weft is fignified
likewife by a woman in a carr drawn by fwe
borfes: 'The genius that precedes her, together
with the borfes falling down, by which the wef,
or fun fetting is denoted.

- The fymbol of As1a, was a woman with 2 mu-

) ral crown, holding an anchor, to denote that
the way thither wag to crofs the fea. Arrica
. was
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was reprefented by a woman with an Elepbant's
grank on her forebead. Thus were the different
parts of the world reprefented under their re--
fpective fymbols and bieroghypbics.

To improve properly on zbefe myftical writ-
ings, we muft bring them home to ourfelves,
by way of application.

Firft ina phyfical fenfe ; for under the various
names of pagan deities, are concealed the body
and fubftance of natural philofopby :- Under alle-
gories, the poets exprefs the wonderful works
- of nature. ’

“Secondly in an etbical fenfe ; the fcope or in-
tent of mythologifts, was not fable but morality.
Their defign was to inform the underftanding,
corre&t the paffions, and guide the will. Exam-
ples are laid down to kindle in the mind a can-
did emulation, leading thro’ the zemple of wir-
tue to the temple of Homour. They fet off in
the fulleft colours, the beauty of wirtue and defer-
mity of vice. '

Thirdly in a theolsgical fenfes for let a fkil-
ful hand modeftly draw afide the vail of poetry,
and he will plainly difcover the majeftic form of
- divinity. I think it is an affertion of Tertullian
(whe lived in an early age of chriftiamity) that
-many of the poctical fictions had their original

from the Scriprures. And Pratois faid
the beft authorities, to have derived the fub-
Limeft principles of his philsfophy, from fome
, writings
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of Moses, which he had met with and
ftudied in the courfe of his. travels in. Egype*,
Doubtlefs as the azcients before the inven:
tion of letters, exprefled their comceptions in
bieroghpbicks, fo did thc. puaets their divinity, in
Jfables and parables.

We alfo find, that even when they fct up
Jones in order -to compofe any memorial, there
was fomething expreflive either in the number,
of which the monument confifted, orin their
Jeape, or in the order and figure in which they
were difpofed ; of the firft kind were the mo-
numents of mount Singi; (Exod. xxiv..ver. 4.)
and that at Gilgal, ereted by JQSHUA, upon
the banks of Jordan; they confifted of rwelye
ftones each, becaufe the people of Ifrad, (for
‘whofe fake the altar was built, and the ftreams
of Jorden dividing themfelves, thereby opening
. amiraculous paflage for the whole nation) were
-'principally claffed into swelve tribes (Fob. iv.
v. 8.) the fame number of ftones: and for the
above reafan were fet up in the midft of the place
where the a7k had refted. (ib. v. g.) :

" ® Whenever itis afferted that the Pagas dccounts of things
were borrowed from Revelation recorded in the hiftery of
Myis, it mwft not be uaderfteod, that g/ the fables and
-S&ions of the Hesthms were borrowed from thence, 1)ut only
thag the trush; which appear an\ongﬁ their fables and -fitions
. (when ftript of theig mytbological difguife) were derived from
fome trhditions they had of 8 Revelation recorded in the
Sacred biffory.

Likewife
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. Likewife. the -famous * pillars kefore Sova-
MoN’s zemple, were not placed there for orna.
ment elone ; their fignification, ufe and myftical
meanings

..... ~r T

® As thm is a feeming contradiion in the ;cconnts of
the beight of thefe pﬂlars, it may not be amifs here to re-
concile that matter, It is faid, be fer them up 1% the porch
of the temple, (1 Kings vii, 21.) and be mads before the boufe
tawo pillars. And bs seared up the pillars BEPORE the templk,
{2 Chron. iii, 15, 17. which expreflions taken together fuf-
ficiently feem to imply the pillers were before the temple in
its porch, But it is not quite fo eafy to aflign the beighr of
them. In one place it is faid of SoLomon, He caf swo
pillars of brafs, 18 cubits bigh each. (1 Kings, vii. v. 15,)
In another we read, be made tawo pillars of thirty and five cu-
bits bigh (2 Chrea. iii. v, 15.) ‘This feeming inconfif-
tency between the two facred hiftorians, may be cafily re.
conciled, but at the fame time it ferves to prove they did
not combine tagether, or were corre&ted or amended by
each other. To reconcile this feeming inconfitency, let
us only fuppofe the pedefal or bafis of the columns to have
been 17 cubits high, this added to the 18 cubits (1 Kings
vil. v, 16, Fer. lii. v. 21.) for the paf?, ‘will together
make exally 35 cubits, the number mentioned, (2 Chrox.
iii. v. 15.) laly taking (1 Kimgs vii. v. 16.) five cobits,
being the height of the chapiter, we thall have the true
theight of the pillars, viz. 40 cubits. It is true, that in
another place (2 Kings xxv. v. 17.) the height of the chapi.
ter is faid to have been 3 cudits; but here we apprehend
we have the dimeafions of the cbapiter only, firily fo
called (Cobereth, in the Hebrew, or crowning,) which is
exprefled to have been three cubits, but then there is left
to be underftood, ¢be awreatben awork om it round about, which
was rwo cubits more, both which foms added, make that
of fiwe, the number fet down before by the fame author.

K | *
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meanings are fo well known to the expert mafons,
that it would be both unneceffary, as it is
mproper for me to affign them here; neither are
the reafons why they were made bollow known
to any but thofe who are acquainted with the
arcana of this focxety, tho’ that c1rcumﬂ:ancc
fo often occurs in fqnpture

Aynp with refpe&t to AssEmBLIES and Esva-
BLISHMENT among men, ?hbcy ever had figns and
words, fymbolical cuftoms and ceremonies, different-
degrees of probation, &c. &c. this manifeftly
appears from all hiftories both facred and
profane.

When the Ifraelites marched thro’ the wilder-
"nefs, we find that the twelve tribes had between

T

It is fuppofed that SoLomon had refpet to the pillar of
the cloud, and thé pillar of fire, which went before the
Uraelites, and conduéted them in the wildernefs; and was
.the token' of the diving providence over them: and thus
Soromon fet them up before the temple, hoping and pray-
ing that the divine light, and the cloud of Gob’s glory,
‘would vouchfafe to enter in there, and that Gop and
. his providence, would dwell among them in this houfe.
The pillar on the right hand, reprefented the piljar of the
cloud, and that on the left, the pillar of fire. The name
of the former fignifies, be awill ¢flablift, which intimates
Gon's promife to eftablith the thrpne of Dawid, and his peo-
ple Ifrael. The name of the latter fignifies, bereix is firength;
cither alluding to the divine promife, in which was ajl
their firength and fettlement ; or rather, to the aré, which
wap withjn the tcmple, and called tbe ﬂrngtb of the Lor4
‘z Cbrn. chap vx. ver. 4:.) .
' - ;hcm,
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them, féur prihcipal banners or ftandards: ‘every
one of which had its particular motfo: and each
ftandard alfo had a diftin¢t figz defcribed upon it.
They encamped round about the tabernacle, and
on the eaf# fide were three tribes under the ftand-
ard of Fudab; on the weft were three tribes un-
der the ftandard of Epbraim; on the fouth were
three tribes under the ftandard of Rewéen ;. and

_ on the morth were three tribes under the ftand-

ard of Dan 3 (Num. 2d.) and the fandard of Fu-
dab was a lion, that of Epbraim an ox, that of
Reuben a man, and that of Dam an eagle.
‘Whence were framed the hieroglyphicks of Cbe-.
rabims and Serapbzm:, to reprefent the people of
ISRAEL*.
" The ancient propbets, when they would defcribe
things empbatically, did not only draw parables
- from things which offered themfelves, as from the
rent of a. garment, 1 Sam. xv. from the fabbatic
year, Ifz. xxxvii. from the veffels of a potter, Fer.-
xviii, &c. but alfowhen fuch fit objeéts were wanz<
ing, they fupplied them by their own aftions,
as by rending a garment, 1 Kings xi. by fhoot-
ing, 2 Kings xiii. by making bare their body,
Ifa. xx. by impofing fignificant names #o tbeir

® 4 Cherabim had one body with four faces ; the faces of
a Lion, an Ox, a Man, and an Eggl, looking to the four
winds of heaven, without furning about, as in Ezekiel’s
vifion, Chap. 1. And the four feraphims had the fame four
fues with four bod;ts, one face to each body.

K2 . Jons
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fons; Ifs. visi. Hof. i. hiding a girdle in the bank
of Eupkrates, Fer. xiii. by breaking a potter’s
veffel, Fer. xix. by putting on fetters and yokes.
Fer. xxvii. by binding 4 book to a ftone, and
cafting them both into Eupbrates, Yer. li. by.
befieging a painted city, Ezek. iv. by dividing,
hair into three parts, £zzk. v. by making a chain,
Egzek. vii. by carrying out houfchold fiuff, like a
eaptive and trembling, Ezet. xii. &c. by which.
kind of types the prophets of old were accuﬁom-
d to exprefs themfelves.

. Thus baving in an ample manner fet forth the
ontiquity, meaning and propriety of the mfe of
byeroglypbics, [ymbols, allegory, &c. from the.ewr-
lieft times, and among the wifeft and beft of men,
and if fuch cuftoms have been retained by this
ancient and venerable infiitution, firange indeed,
and deftitute of reafon and juftice muft they

appear, who thould make the leaft objecion to-
fuch proceedingss fuch miflaken cenfurers thould
be left to the emjoyment of their own ignorance,
walevolence and detraliion.

The book of Fudges informs ws, that the Gi-
leadites, made ufe of an expreflive and diftin-
guithing mark, when purfued over the river. For~
dan by the Epbraimites.

The effenes among the Fews, (a fort of Pytha-
goreans) dlfo -converfed one with another, by
Sfigns and words, which _they received on their
#dmifion, and which were preferved with, care
and reverence, as the great c‘hara&cmhc of
thiat fect. - The
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‘The * Greeks likewift had & particular med
thod, which before an engagement, was adopted
by the gemeral and officers, and by thera com-~
municated, to the whele army, as 2 mark
of diftinGtion to know friends fram ememiies,
It commonly contained fome good emem, . or
the name of fome drity worfhipped by their couan
try; or fome hero from whom they
fuccefs in their enterprizes. Andit is judicioudy
remarked by LaerTrus, that as generals ufe
wastch-werds in order to difcover their .own {0l
diers from an enesny, (pra&lfed in all armies
and gamfons at this day.) So it is neceffary to
communicate to the members of a fociety cer-
tain_diftin@ions whereby they may difcover
ﬁmngers from individuals of their ewwm fe27.

And is it not within the reach of every one’s
obfervation, that there is 2 meaning in many aés
and geflures; and that nature has endowed man-
kind with particular motions to exprefs the va-
rious intentions of the mind. We all under-
ftand } weeping, laughing, [brugs, frowns, &c. as
forming a fpecies of wniverfal language. Applica-
tions are many times mede, and a kind of dia-

* Bat-their indifcretion in too freguently queftioning
-one anothor, without pxoper camtion, oft caufed. great econ-
fufion among themdelves, and difovered the word alge »
(their enemies.

1 Tears have the weight of a voice. Qvipe . -

'y

logue
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logue maintdined only by the cafts of the ef
and motions of the ad_]acent mufcles; ahd we
read even of feet that [peakt ;5 of a philofopher,
who anfwered an argument only by gerting up
and walking].-

Bendinig the knets, in adoration of the delty,
one of the moft ancient cuftoms among men:
Bowing, or proftrating. ‘the body, is a matk of
humiliation, Even joining right hands, is a
pledge of fidelity ; for Valerius Maximus tells us,
that the ancients had a moral deity, whom they
called Fipes, a goddefs of omefly ot fidelity,
and adds, when they promifed any thing of old,
they gave their band upon it, (as we.do now)
- and therefore fhe is reprefented as giving ‘her
band, and fometimes as only fwo bands con-
joined. Chartarius more fully defcribes this
by obferving, that the proper refidence of fazti
or fidelity, was thought by the ancients to be in
- the right band. And thercfore this deity, he
informs us, was fometimes reprefented by two
right bands joined together; fometimes by two
little images thaking each other’s right kand’; fo
that the right band was by them held -facred,
and was fymbolically made ufe of in a folemn

-

t The ¢es, the eye-brows, the forebead, in a word, the
awbole countenance is a certain tacit fpeech of the mind. Cic.
+ He fpeaketh with his feete  (Prow. chap: vi. ver. 13%)

W Sextss Empiricus .

. manner
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manner to denote fidekty. And we read in the
book of Ruth, of particular cuftoms pra&ifed
among the Ifraelites, whenever they meant to
confirm any compaét they. entered into.

With refpe€t to PROBATIONARY DEGREES, the
inftances that might be produced of the antiguity,
peceffity and general ufe of them, would fill alarge
volume; fuffice it here to mention the following,

- The philofophers inform us, that the Egyp-
vian king Xopper, commanded, that the fecret
of which he was poffeffed, fhould not be di-
vulged to any but thofe who were found ikilful
in every flsp they advanced : alfo the great hea-
then' king XopHoLET, ordered-the grand fecres
of which he was poflefled, to be revealed to none,
but to thofe who after thorough examination were
found to be worthy; aad inflicted difgrace and

“fevere punithments on thofe who fhould #ranf-
grefs this law.

And if we examine the cuﬁoms of the Fews,
we fhall fee that the Levites had the feveral de-
grees of - injtiation, confecration and minifiration.
"And in their grand fanbedrim, they had alfo zbree
chief officers, the principal, wvice principal, and
the chacam, (i. e. wife man) the laft rwo were
called affiffant councellors. - Their pupils were di-
vided into thres diftin claﬂé:, who according
to their abilities were from time to time elefled
to fill up the vacant offices in this great affem-
bly.

About the time o? our SAvxovns Narwiry,
the eaftern fchools ufed a fet _fogm of chfcxpll’?;1

c

[
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The f{cholar was firkt termed difoiple, in ref
pet of his lcammg, a jumior in refpect of his
minority ; Bacbur (i. e. one cbofem or eleffed) in
refpect of his eleion, and co-aptatian into the
pumber of difciples. And after he had proved
himfelf a proficient in their ftudies, and was
thought 2worrhy of fome degree, by impofition
of hands, he was made a graduate,

- At the paft end of every fchool or fynagogue,

' the Fews had a cheit calied Asron (or ark) in
which was locked up the pemtateuch in manuf.
¢cript, wrote on vellum, in fquaere charaiers,
which by exprefs command, was to be delivered
0 fuch mbaswerc Sfound to be wife among
them, (2 Zfdr. c. tiv. v. 16.) This method Of
proceeding was alfo obferved at the building of
SorLomoxn’s tample, when sve know the crafi/-
mes were not t0 be made mafers, until thag
glorious edifice fhould be compleated, that fo
d\ey might acquire competent fi¥, and be able
1o give ampLE PROOF Of their qualifications. -

- Pythagoras, who flourithed above 500 years

before Chriff, never permitted a pupil to fpeak

in his fchool, till he had undefgone a grobamﬂ
of ffve year: filence.

qﬂém" already mentioned, lud the fol-

lowmg
* Thqﬁu weie men of excejlent m;als, emineat for
their juftice, beyond either Greeks or Barbarians, as a virtue

thathad beeh a long time their application aod fudy. Fo-
.ﬁ}bm 1ib, 18, ¢ 12, i
2

-

et
.ol
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lowing cuftoms, when a perfon defired admit-
tance into their fociety. He was to pafs through
proper degrees of probation, before he could
be a mafier of their myfteries ; when he was
received into the clafs of movices, he was pre-
fented with a wbite garment, and when he had
been long enough to give fome comperent proof
of his fecrecy and virtue, he was admitted to
rurTHER knowledge, but ftill he went on with
the trial of his integrity and good morals : and
at length, being found worthy in every refpe&,
was fully admitted into their myfleries ; but be-
fore he was received as an eftablithed member,
he was firft to bind himfelf by folemn obligations
and profeffions, to do juftice, to do no wrong,

*Tis remarkable, that of the zbree famous fe@ts among
the Jews in the days of our Lowp, Pharifecs, Sadduces
and Effénes, we find, tho’ the firft two avere cenfured by
bim, the Effents were not. '

It is further related of this /2, they awere abooe all otbers
Jfiri obfervers of the fabbath day ; on it they would drefi no meat,
light no fire, removve no veffels out of thesr places, &c. ( Fofephus,
de Bello. lib. 1. c. 7.) Nay more, they oblerved every feventh
aveek a folemn pentacoft (Philo. de vita contemplat.) Andif
Fews without any divine injansionin this particalar, could o
religioufly abferve the /abbath, how muft chriftians ftand con-
demned, who in flat difobedience to the command of an omni-
potent Gop will not dewote fo much asone day in fewen to honour
bim who gives themall things? All free and accepted mafons,
well know how great a violation of cur principles every in-
ftance of fuch conduét is. And every frue brother will be
careful not to offerid herein. For &y tbe fruit the trec is nowne |

wQ

.
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to keep faith with all men, to embrace the truth,

tokeep his hand clear from fraudulent dealings,
not to conceal from his fellow-profeflor, any of
the myfieries, nor to communicate them to the
profane, though it thould be to fave bis life;
to deliver nothing but what he received, as well
as to endeavour to preferve the principles that
he profefled. Every member eat and drank at
enc eommon table, and any brethren of the fame
fraternity, who came from places ever fo remote,
were fure to be received at their meetings.
(Pbilo. de Vis. contemplat. Fofeph. antiqu.1. 8.c. 2.)

And it may be further remarked of the Fews,
that in the feaft of the feventh month, the High
Pricft was not even permitted to read the law
to the peaple uatil he had ftudied it feven days,
viz. upon the fourth, fifth, fixth, feventh, eighth,
ninth, and tenth days, being attended by fome
of the priefts to hear him perform and to judge
of his qualification for that purpofe. Vide + Sir
Isaac NewTon’s obﬁ.’r-vatzam on the apocalypfe of
St, Fobn. -

The abave proceeding is fo far from being
aevel, that it is practifed in our own nation even
at this day, in the learned focieties of every de-
nomination : For inftance, in accademical degrees
there ave, batcheler, wafter, doflor; in the church,
the feveral orders of deacon, prief, and bifbep

-t Thefe foorn days are alluded to, by the Lamb’s ol:cnmg

the/rmr JSoals fugceflively, .
in
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in the mumicipal law, thofe.of fudens, barrifer

and ferjeant 5 in the civil law and phyfick, fudest,

baschelor and dofter s in "each of thefe the difi-

pleor fcholar undergoes proper examinations,

and muft, or at leaft ought, to be found well qua-

lified prior to his admiffion to a fuperior rank.

© And. as Free-MasonNry is in like manner a-
progreffive fcience, not.to be perfedtly attained: bur

by time, patience and application, how neceflary is:
it, that geftimonies of proper qualifications fhould -
be required for the refpe@ive degrees, before

the candidate can attain them § both in regard

to feience and.morality; as the honourof the inftitu-

tion fhould always be a priscipal object in view

to every - free and accepted mafon, who ought

to be well inftru&ed in the feientifick knowledge, -
and moral and facial virtues peculiar to an nfe--
rior®, e’er he will be admitted to the more

® Was a contrary praflice to be adopted in our gradations
in the craft, and fa/eguent degrees thould be conferred with-
out taking due timeto make proper trial of the abilities,
proficiency and morality of the candidate ; no one acquainted’
‘with our conflitution, would hefitate a moment to pronounce
' Juch praltice an evident violation of its pripciples: and
fhould that ever prove to have been the cafe, it his hoped
thofe who erred therein, will inform themfelves of the great,
jimpropriety of fuch proceedings;-and think it a duty which

they owe to the’fociety and to their owwr Homeur, to dil-.

«continue fach pra&ice, or they will give caufe to fulpedt
that they with not to regulate their proceedings by the
srue plan of mafinry. .

' » fublime

!

.
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fublime truths. of tlie perfed dad wed gxabified
Masox. ' . C

The nature of my defign leads me in the next
place to the confideration of the mame which has
been adopted by our infitution, from its firft ef-
tablithment ; and to inform the unletter’d or in-
attentive brother, that this did met asife merely
from our fkill in architedure, or the principles '
of building, but from a mjore comprehenfive
acquaintance and knowledge of the fublimeft
principles of philofophy and moral virtues; which
however excelient they may be in the dpinion of
the learned and judicious part of mankind,
cannot be indifcriminately revealed to every one;
left, inftead of that refpe& which they require,
for want of right underftanding and a found
mind, they might not produce thejr jyft and ne-
ceflary confequences; as even the pureft morality
and wifeft fyftems, haye been too often ridiculed
by.the folly or perverfeme[s of weak of wicked
men.

Therefore the name of mafem is not to be
confidered in the contrated implication of a
builder of habitations, 8c. But figuratively*
purfuant to the method of the ancient fociety
on which this inflitution is founded ; and
taken in this* fenfe, a mafos is one who by -

® The apefies alfo frequently made ufe of tkis Term- ia
s like (cnf.;J Adts xx. ver- 32, Ephef. ii. ver. 22.

* gradual
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gradual advances in the fublime #ruths “and
“warious arts and feiences which the principles
and précepts of free-mafonry tend to inculcate
and eftablifh, is raifed by regular courfes to fuch
a degree of perfection as to be replete with
happinefs himfelf, and extenfively bencﬁcxal to
others.

As to the appendage free, that evidently
owed its rife-to the practice of the ancients, who
never fuffered the /iberal arts and feiences to be
taught to any but the free-born,

I now prefume [ have fufficiently expofed and
everted all the foregoing allegations. And
having alfo traced back to earlieft ages, the
ufe and meaning of fymbols and bierogly-
phics, and likewife fully demonftrated the
original intention and ufe of allegorical figures
and ceremonies, and the reafonablenefs and
neceflity of progreffive degrees in the purfuit of
every art and {cience, no unprejudiced perfon
will think it cxtraordmary that thefe cuftoms
and ceremonies eftablithed apnd conneed with
our inftitution, have been moft facredly and in-
wiolably preferved and adhered to by us to this
day. But what fuch cuftoms and ceremonies
are, for what ends and purpofes u/ed, never can
be known except to true and lawful brethren.

Therefore, however anxious and reftlefs the
bufy and invidious may be, and whatever attempts
they may make to traduce our inftitution and
proceedings, or difcover our myfteries, all their
‘ endeavours
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endeavours will prove ineffetual. They wiil
fill find that the enly means to attain so the
knowledge of our myfteries, are abilities, in-
tegrity, firmmefs, and a due and conflant perfe- .
veranee in the great duties of moral and focial
life, in principles of religion and virtue, and
whatever is commendable and praife-worthy.
Trese are the fteps, and zbis the clue, that will
lead and direct the prattifers of fuch excellencies
to the heights of free-mafonry, and while they
adhere to them, will effetually fecure them favour
and efteem from every able and faithful brother,
and the warmeft approbation and fatisfaCtion
from their own hearts, ’

APPENDIX
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APPENDI X

on what plaw, FREE-MASONRY firf
xxxx x became a regular ingitstion ; 1 refer
X XX3% my readers to our book of excellent
conihtutlons (which no lodge ought to be withs
out) for a particular account of its progrefs im
the various parts of the globe ever fince. Bug
as many may net have time and opportunity
to confult fo ample a relation, I fhall for the
benefit of fuck, take fome notice bere of the firft
~ eftablifhment of mafonry in this kingdom.
And notwuthﬁandmg the obfurity which inve-
lopcs the hdtory of the early ages of our country,
warious * circumftances contribute to prove that

g)( HKAVING fhewn at what peried and
H§Y

e

" ® The remains of ancient architefture of much earlier
date than the Romans, the ufages and cuftoms of the Druid’s,
fo exallly agreeable to the nfages of this inflitation, which

* probably they gathered fom the Magian, & P
({ 2]
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Jree-mafonry was introduced in Britain by the
Jir# inhabitants, and though many ancient re-
cords of this inftitution were either loft or de-
ftroyed in the wars of the Saxons and Danes, yet
we are ftill poffeffed of one, which teftifies that
fo far back as the reign of king ATHELSTONE,
this fraternity were reftored to, and confirmed
in their ancient rights and privileges by a new
charter or royal grant of that king, which is re-
corded in the old conftitution, and relates that,
« King ATHELSTONE, the grandfon of ALFRED
the great, a mighty archite&, the firft anointed
king of England, and who tranflated the Holy
Bible into the Saxon tongue, when he had
brought the land into reft and peace, built many
great works, and encouraged many mafons
from France, who were appointed overfeers
thereof, and brought with them the charges and
regulations of the lodges, preferved fince the
Roman times, who alfo prevailed with the king
to improve the conftitution of the Englifb
lodges, according to the foreign model, and to
encreafe the wages of working mafons, That the
faid king’s brother, prince: Edwin, being taught
mafonry and taking upon him the charges of a
mafier-mafon, for the love he had to the faid
cra.ft, and the honourable principles whereon-it
is founded, purchafed a free charter of his father
for the mafons to have a corretion among them-
felves, (as it was anciently exprefled,) or a free-
dom and power to regulate themfelves, to
amend
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aiend what might happen amifs within the
craft, and to hold a yearly communication, and
general affembly.

- That accordingly ptince Edwin, fummoned
a]l the mafons in the realm, to meet him in a
dongregation at 2ork; in Fane, A. D. 926. who
¢ame and compofed a general or grand lodge, of
which he was Grand Mafter: And having
brought with them all the old writings and re-
éords of the craft extant, fome in Greck, fome
m Latin, fome in French, and otber languages,
from the contents thereof, that affembly framed
the confitutions and charges of an Englifb lodge,
inade a law to preferve and obferve the fame in

all time coming, and ordained good pay for the
working mafons.” '
And the craft was greatly encouraged by the
Saxdn and Danifp monarchs, and other eminent
and wealthy perfonages in fucceeding ages 3 and
wholefome /dws and regulations were occafionally
made and eftablifhed to promote and render per-
manent the profperity, honour and harmony of
the fraternity. For it is alfo recorded, thatin
the glorious reign of king Edward the third,
who became the patron of arts and fciences, the
charges and regulations of mafons were,  revifed
and meliorated, and feveral new regulations
were ordained 3 from which time to the reign of
king Henry the fixth, mafonry continged in a
flogrithing  ftate, lodges and communications
being more frequently held than ever, and tran-
' M quility,
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quility, joy and felicity, univerfally abounded

alhongﬂ them, |
This happy fituation of the fociety proved a
fusicient incitement with the commons of that
day to attempt its overthrow, by a general fup-
preflion of  their kdges and  communications y
and teking advantage of the king’s minority, in
the hird year of his reign, and the foursh of his
age, an act was pafled to prohibit, sbeir con-
federating in chapters or- congregations. But the
prudent and upright deportment of the srosber-
. Bood, and the excellence of their principles, pre-
cepts, and regulations, had gained them fuch
yniverfal efteem, and good-will, that this fevere
edict, the effe& of ewvy and malevolence .in this
arbitrary fet of men, was never once executed,
nor did it in the leaft intimidate the mafons from
holding their afitmblies, or caufe them to take
any fteps to get it repealed ; conicious of their
own integrity, they dreaded not its force ; on the
contrary, we find, that in the minority of the
fame' king, a very refpeGable lodge was held
at Canterlury, and that a coat of arms, much
the fame with that of the London company of
freemen-mafons, was ufed by them ; whence it
is natural to conceive, that the faid company is
defcended . of the ancient fraternity; and that
in former times, no.man was made free of that
Eompany, until he was initiated in fome lodge
of free and aa'eptcd mafons, as a .necaflary quali-
fication.

- e .
. ’
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fication*. And it not only appears, that before
the troybles which happened in the reign of this
unfortunate prince, free-mafons were univerfally
cfteemed, buteven king Henry himfelf was made
a mafen in the year 1442, and maay Lords and
gentlemen of the coyrt, after his example, fo-
licited and obtained edmiffion into the fratcrmty

" And by whet follews, we find how very intent

this prince was to acquire fome knowledge of the
fundamental principles, hiftory and traditions
of the Raygl Art, even before he was injtiated; and
from whence may allo be gathered mapy of
the original principles of the amcient fociety,
on which the inftitution of fiee-mafonry was in-
grafted.

No doubt but every reader will feel fome. fa-
tisfaction in looking over this antique relation,
though none more fo than the srue and faitbfyl
brother, in abferving the glimmering conjecturgs
of an usenbightened perfon, upon the funds-

mental principles, hiftory and traditions of the -

voyal ar¢, though a phxlofophe: of as great
-merit and penetration as this nation ever prq-
duced.

v P I N

¢ This is the conftant ‘praice at this day amongﬁ the

_Operative majons in owr fifter kingdom, Scotlend:

M3 Alater

i

D & S,
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A le.mr from the learned M. Fobn Zocke, to the
right Hon. Thomas Earl of Pembroke, with o
old manufcript on the fubjest of free-mafonry,

My Lord, 6th May, 1696,

I Have at length, by the help of Mr. Collins

4 procured a copy of that M. S. in the Bodleian
library, which you were fo curious to fee : and,
in obedience to your Lordfhip’s commands, I
herewith fend it to you. Moft of the notes
annexed to it, 3re what I.made yefterday' for the
reading of my lady Matham, who is become fo
fond of mafonry, as to fay, that fhe now more
than ever withes herfelf a man, that fhe might
be capable of admiffion into the fraternity.

The M. S. of which this is a copy, appears
to be about 160 years eld ; yet (as your lordthip
will obferve by the title) it is itfelf a copy of one
yet more ancient 'by about roe years: for the
original is faid to have been the hand-writing of
K. Henry VI. Where that prince had it is at
prefent an uncertainty 3 but it feems to me to
be an examination (taken perhaps before the
king) of fome one of the brotherhood of mafons;.
among whom he entred himfelf, as it is faid,
when he came out of his minority, and thence-
forch put a.ftop to a perfecution that had been
raifed againft them : But I muft not detain your
Yordfhip longer by my preface from the thing
itfelf. o .o
Ceriayny
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- Certayne queftyons, with awnfweres to the [ame, -
 comerning the myfiery of maconrye ; writtene
by the bande of kynge Hemrye the fixthe of the
name, and faithfullye copyed by me (1) Foban
Leylande antiquarius, by the commaunde qf bis
(2) bighneffe.

They be as followeth,
Luep. HAT mote ytt be? (3)

Anfw. Ytt beeth the fkylle of
nature, the underffondynge of the myghte that
ys hereynne, and its fondrye werckynges ; fon-
derlyche, the fkylle of re@enyngs, of waightes
and metynges, and the treu manere of facon-
nynge al thynges for mannes ufe, headlye, dwel~
lynges, and buyldynges of alle kindes, and al -
" odher thynges that make gudde to manne. :

(1) Jobn Leland was appoiated by Henry VIII, at the
difflolution of monafleries, to fearch for, and fave fuch
.books and regords as were valoable among them. He was
a man of great labour and mduﬁty.

. (2) His bighnefi, meaning the faid king Henry VIIL

Oar kmgs bad not then the title of majefty.
" (3) What mete gt be ? That is, what may this myfery
of mafpury be? The anlwer imports, that it confifts in
patural, mathematical and mechenical knowledge. Some
part of which (asgppears by what follows) the mafons
pretend to have taught the reft of maskind, and fome part

* ghey.fhopld conceal,

. o e
- . - “ <
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Queft. Where dyd ytt begyne ?

Anfw. Ytt dyd begynne with the (4) fyrfle
menne yh the cfte, whych were before the (5)
fiyrfte manoe of the weft, and comynge wettlye,
yue hathe brought herwyth alle comforzes © the

WIk Mmrdeﬂ.e .

Queft. Who dyd brynge ytt wcﬂlye ?

Anfw. The (6) Venetians, whoo beynge grate
merchandes, comed ffyrft firomme the effc yan
Venetia, for the commodytye of marchayndy-
fynge beith efte and weﬁe, bey the redde and
myddlelonde fees,

Queft. Howe comede ytt yn Engelonde ?

. - ama AN L A0 e e o o]

(4) (sY Fyrfe menne gn the Bfie, 8ec. ¥t fhonld feem by
tlis that malons beliovo there wese nien in the eaft befose
Adam, who is called she FyrSe wasse of the welt; and
that arts, and fcicnoes began jo theeaft, Some aushars
of greét note for learning have been of the fame opinion 3
and it is certain that Europe and Africa (which in re(peft
o Afia, may be called weftern countries) were wild and
favage, long after arts and pefitenes of manness were m
great perfetion in China, and she Fndies.

(6) Tbe Penrrians, &e. In the time of monkifh ignorance
itis no wonder that the Phenicians thould be miftaken for
the Venetians. Or, perhaps, Hhe people were not taken
one for the other, fimifitude of found might deccive'the
clerk who firt took down the examination. The Pheni.
cians were the greateft voysgerfiamong the anciems, anth
were in flurope thought to be the invemtors of lemn, which’
perhaps they brovght from the eakt with other arts, .

- Anfe,
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_ Anfw. Peter Gower (7) a Greclan, journeyedde

. for kunnynge yn Egypte, and yn Syria, and ya

everyche londe whereasche Venctidnshadde plauo-
tedde macontye, and wyanynge entraunee yn al
lodges of maconnes, he lerned muche, and re-

tourntdde, and woned yn Grecia magna (8)

(7) Peter Gower. This moft be another miftake of the
wiltee. I wis puzzied ut it to guels who Pewer Gower
thenid be, the name béing perfeily Bnglith; or bow 4
Groek fhonld come by fuch 2 name: Bat as foon as I
thought of Pythagoras, 1could fearce forbear fmiling, to
find that philofopher had undergone a metemplycofis, hé
mevet dreamt of.  We need only confider the French pres
nodnciation of his name, Pythagore, that is Petagore, ta
conceive how eafily fach a miftake might be made by am
enfearned clerk.  ‘That Pythagoras traveited for knowtedge
into Egypt, &c.is known to all the learned; and that he
was intared into feveral different orders of priefts, whe in
thoft days kept ofl theit learning fecree from the vulgar, is
as well krown. Pythagotas alfo, made every geometrical

theoreth a fecret, and admitted only fuchto the knowledge .

6F them, as had firft-tmdergone 2 five years fifence. He
it foppofed to be the imventor of the XLVII. propoficion of
the firit book of Euclid, for which, in the joy of his heare,
jtis faid he facrificed a hecatomb. He alfo knew the true
fyfiem of the world, fately revived by Copernicos; and was
gerainty a mroft wonderful man, See his lfe by Dion Hall.

(8) "Creria Magna, a part of Italy fortnerly fo csied,
An which the Greeks hadgfgttied 2 {arge cotory.

-

wachfynge,

v
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wachfynge, and becommynge a myghtye (g}
wyfeacre, and greatelyche renowned, and her he'
framed a grate lodge at Groton (10) and- maked
many maconnes, fome whereoffe dyd jeurneye yn
Fraunce, and maked many maconnes, where~
fromme, yn procefle of tyme, the arte pafied yn:
Engelonde. '

éyqﬂ. Dothe maconnes defcouer here artes

unto odhers ?

Anfw. Peter Gower whenne he journeyedde to
lernne, was fiyrfte (11) made, and anonne tech~
edde; evenne foe fhulde all odhers beyr recht.’
Nathelefs (12) macorines hauethe always yn eve-
ryche tyme from tyme to tyme communycatedde

to

e

——

(9) Wyfeacrs. 'This word at prefent fignifies fimpleton,
but formerly had a quite contrary meaning. Weifager in
the old Saxon, is philofopher, wifeman or wizard, and hav-
ing been frequently ufed ironically, at length came to have
a dire& meaning in the ironical fenfe. Thus, Duns Scatus,
a man famed for the fubtility and acutenefs of his under-
fanding, has by the {ame method of irony, given a general
name to modern dunces,

(10) Grozen. Groton is the name of a place in England.
The place here meant is Crotona, a city of Grecia Magna,
which in the time of Pythagoras was very populous.

(11) Fyrfe mads. 'The word mads I fuppofe has a partis
cular meaping among the mafons; perhaps it fignifies,
initiated.

* (12) Maconnes haseth communycatedde, &c. This paragraph
hath fomething remarkable in it, It contains a juftification
' of
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e mannkynde foche of her fecrettes as general-
lyche myghte be ufefulle; they haueth keped
backe foche allein as fhulde be harmefulle yff
they comed yn euylle haundes, oder foche as ne
myghte be holpynge wythouten the techynges to
be joinedde herwythe in the lodge, oder foche as
do bynde the freres more ftrongelyche togeder,
‘bey the proffytte 4nd commedytye comyng to
thc confrerie herfromme.
Quef. Whatte artes haueth the maconnes
techedde mankynde ?
C Anfw. The artes ( 13) agricultura, architeftura
“aftronomia, geometria, numeres, mufica, poefe,
‘kymiftry, governmente, and relygyonne.
' 8uef. Howe commethe maconnes more tea-
‘chers than odher menne ;
Anfw. The hemfelfe haueth allein in f14) arte
of

<

of the fecreey fo much boafted of by mafons, and fo much
blamed by others ; afferting that they have in alf ages dif-
sovered fuch things as might be ufoful, aed that they con-

. ceal fach only a» would be hurtful either to the world or
themfelves. What thefe fecrets are, we fee afterwards. .

.t (13) The arss, agricaltare, &c. 1t feems a bold presence
" this of the mafons, that they have taught mankind all thefe
arts. 'Thep have their own aathority for it; and I knaw
wot how we fhall difprove them. But whbat appears. moft

.0dd, is, that they reckoareligion amang the arts,

(14) 4rte of flnding news arses. The art of inventing arts,
foift certainly be-a moft ufeful art. My losd Bacon's; No-
wum QOrgagum is as astempt towards fomethjng of the fape

. N kind,
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of fynding neuc artes, whyche arte the fyrfte
maconnes receaued from Godde; by the whyche
they fyndethe whatte artes hem plefethe, and the
treu way of techynge the fame. Whatt odher

mennedoethe ffynde out, ys onelythe bey chaunce
and therfore but lytel I tro.

Queft. Whatt dothe the maconnes concele and
hyde ?

Anfw. They concelethe the art of fiyndynge
neue artrs, and thattys for her own proffytte, and
(15) preife : They concelethe the art of kepynge
(16) fecrettes, thatt foe the worlde mayeth no-
thinge concele from them. They concelethe the
art of wunderwerckynge, and of forefayinge
thynges to come, thatt fo thay fame artes
may not be ufedde of the wyckedde to an

euyell

kind. But I much doubt, that if ever the mafons had it,
they have now loft it ; fince fo few new arts have been late-
ly invented, and fo many are wanted. The idea I have of
fuch an artis, thatit mafl be fomething proper to be-ap-
plied in all the {ciences, generally, as algebra is in num-
bers, by the help of which, new rules of arithmetic are,
and may be found.

(15) Preife. 1t feems the mafons have great regard to the
reputation as well as the profit of their order; fince they

make it one reafon for not divulging an art in common, that.

it may do honour to the proffeflors of it. I think in this
particalar they thew too much regard for their own fociety,

and too little for the reft of mankind.
" . (16) Arte of keepynge fecreries. Whatkind of an art this is,
*§ oan by no means imagine, Bux certainly fugh an art the
mafons

A
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euyell ende; they alfo concelethe the (17) arte
of chaunges, the wey of wynnynge the facultye
(18) of Abrac, the fkylle of becommynge gude
and perfyghte wythouten the holpynges of fere,
and hope; and the univerfelle (19) longage of
maconnes. ' '

mafons maft have: For though, as fome people fuppofe,”
they flould have no fecret at all, even that mut be a fecret
which being difcovered would expofe them to the higheft ri-
dicule: and therefore it requires the utmoft caation to con-
ceal it, .

(17) Arte of chaunges. I know not what this means, un.
Iefs it be the tranfmutation of metals.

(18) Facultye of Abrac. Here I am utterly in the dark.

(19) Univerfelle longage of maconnes. An univerfal language
has been much defired by the learned of many ages, Itisa
thing rather to be withed than hoped for. But it feems the
mafons pretend to have fuch a thing among them. . If it be
true, I guefsit muft be fomething like the language of the ‘

Pantomimes among the ancient Romans, who are faid to
" be able, by figns only, to exprefs and deliver any oration
intelligibly to men of all nations and languages. A man
who has all thefe arts and advantages, is certainly in a con-
dition to be envied: But we are told, that this js not the
cafe with all mafops ; for though thefearts are among them,
and all have a right and opportunity to know them, yet
fome want capacity, and others induftry to acquire them,
However, of all their arts and fecrets, that which I defire
moft to know is, The fyle of becommynge gude and perfrghte ;
aad [ with it were communicated to @l mankind, fince there
is nothing more true than the beautiful fentence contained in
the laft anfwer, ““ The better men are, the more they love
one another.”  Virtue having in itfelf fomething fo amiable
a3 to charm the hearts of all that behold it, .

N2 Quet,
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Quel. Wrylle he teche me thay fame artes ?

Anfw. Ye fhalle be-techedde yff ye be warthye,
and able to lerne.

Queft. Dothe all maconnes kunne more then ,
odher menne? -

Anfw. Not fo. Thay onlyche haueth recht
and occafyonne more then odher menne to kunne, -
but manye doeth fale yn capacity, and manye
more doth want indutrye, thatt ys perneceffarye.
for the gaynynge all kunnynge. '
" Quep. Are maconnes gudder men then odhers?

Anfw. Some maconnes are not fo vertuous as’
fome other menne ; but yn the mofte parte, thay,
be more gude than they woulde be yf thay war
not maconnes, '

Quef. Doth maconnes love eidther odher

myghtylye as beeth fayde ?
. Anfw. Yea verylyche, and yt-may not odher.
wife be: For gude menne and treu, kennynge
cidher odher to be foche, doeth always love the
more as thay be more gude.

Here endetbe the quefiyouncs, and awnfwers,

1 know not what effett the fight of this old
paper may have upon your lord{hlp ; but for
my own part I cannot deny, that it has fo much
raifed my curiofity, as to induce me to enter my-
felf into the fraternity, which I am determined
to do (if I may be admitted) the next time I go
to London, and that will be fhortly, I am,

My Lord,
_ our Lordjbip’s moft obedient,
' " /nd moff bumble fervant,
Joun Loocke.
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A Gloflary 0 explain the old words in the Sfore-.
going manulcript.

JLLEIN, only
Alweys, always
Beithe, both
Commodytye, conve-
niency '
Confrerie, fraternity
Facennynge, forming
Fore-ayinge, prophe-
cying
Freres, brethren
Headlye, chiefly

Hem plefethe, they

pleafe :
Hemfelfe, themfelves
Her, there, their
Hereynne, therein
Herwyth, withit .
Holpynge, beneficial
Kunne, know

Kunmynge, knowledge

Make gudde, are bene-
ficial

Metynges, meafures

Mote, may

Myddlelonde, Mediter-

ranean

Myghte, power
Occafyonne,  opportu-
nity '

Oder, or

~ Onelyche, only

Perneceffarye, abfolutely
neceflary '
Preife, honour *
Rechbt, right,
Reckenyngs, numbers
Sonderlyche, particularly-
Skylle, knowledge
Wack[ynge, growing
Werck, operation
Wey, way
Whereas, where
Woned, dwelt
Wunderwerckynge,
working miracles
Wylde, favage
Wynnynge, gaining
Ynn, into

e e e, S oo Dy
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It would be next to an impoffibility to enu-
merate all the Royal, Noble, and Eminent perfon-
ages, who have thought it no diminution of their
dignities to prote¢t and patronize the craf, and
to prefide as GRaND MasTERrs over the fraternity
indifferent parts of the globe. However, tha
following catalogue of thofe who have fat in So-
LoMoN’s chair in #kis kingdom®, together with
their pepuTiEs and provincial GRaND MasTErs
for near 50 years paft, may not be unacceptable
to the reader, and at the fame tlmc muft put to
filence and thame any who look upon free-mafon-
7y, as a trifling inftitution.

1721. Jobn Muntague, duke of Montague,
grand mafter.

John Beal, doctor of phyfic, deputy grand
‘mafter.

1722. Philip Wharion, duke of Wharton,
grand mafter

J. Theo. Defaguliers, L. L. D. and F R. S.
deputy grand matfter.

1723. F. Scott, E. of Dalkieth, late duke of -

Buccleugh, grand mafter.

J. Theo. Defaguliers, L. L. D. and F. R. S.
deputy grand mafter. A

1724. C. Lenox, duke of Rxchmond Lenox,
and Aubigny, grand mafter.

® For the Grand Makers in Scatland, Vide further on.
Martin

Eo-q‘n—" o P A, gt < ST 2
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Martin Folkes, Efq; deputy grand mafter.

1725. J. Hamilion, Lord Paifley, now E, of
Abercorn, grand mafter.

- J. Theo. Defaguliers, L. L. D. andF R S.
deputy grand mafter.

1756, William Obrian, carl of Inchiquin,
grand mafter.

William Cowper, Efq; dcputy grand mafter.

1724, Henry Hare, lord CoIerame, grand
mafter.

Alexander Chocke, Efq; deputy grand maﬂ'.cr.

1728. Fames King, Lord Kingfton, grand "
mafter.

Nathaniel Blackerby, Efq, dcputy grand
mafter.

1729-30. Tbomas Howard, duke of Norfolk,

" grand mafter.

Nathaniel Blackerby, Efg; deputy grand
mafter.

1731. T. Cooke, L.d. Lovel, afterwards E, of
Leicefter, grand mafter. ‘
Thomas Batfon, Efq; deputy grand maﬁ:cr

1732. Anthony Brown, lord Vifc. Montacut;,
and mafter.
Thomas Batfon, Efq; deputy grand matter,
1733. JFames Lyon, earl of Strathmore, grand
mafter..
Thomas Batfon, Efg; deputy orand matfter.
17 34. Jobn Lindfay, E. of Crawford pri-

-mier earl.of Scotland, grand mafter.

. Sir Cecil Wray, Bart. . deputy grand matfter.
1735
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1745, Thomas Thynne, Ld. Vifc. Weymouth, '
grand mafter. : '
John Ward, Efq; deputy grand mafter. )
. 1736 Fobn Campbel, earl of Loudoun, grand
maﬁero
. John Ward, Efg; deputy grand mafter.
1737. Edward Bligh, eatl of Darnley, grand
mafter.
. John Ward, Efq; deputy grand mafter.
1738. H. Bridges, marq. of Carnarvon, now
D. of Chandos, grand mafter.
. John Ward, Efq; deputy grand matter.
.1739. Robert Raymond, lord Raymond, grand
mafter. :
William Greme, Dr. of phyfick, deputy
1740. Jobn Keith, earl of Kintore,grand mafter.
' William Greme, Dr.-of phyfic, deputy grand
‘mafter. :

- 1741-2. F. Douglafs, E. of Morton, Kt. of
the thiftle, grand mafter. .
Martin Clare, M. A. 'and F. R. S. deputy
grand mafter. ‘ S
1743-4. Jobn Ward, now lord Vifcount
Dudley and Ward, grandmafter. :
Sir Robert Lawley, Bart, deputy grand matfter,
1745-6. Thomas Lyon, earl of Straghmere,
grand matfter. . Lo
William Vaughan, Efq; deputy grand mafter.
1747-8. Fames Cranfroun, lord Cranftoun,

grand mafter.
' Edward
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Edward Hody, Dr.  of phyfic, and F.R,S
' acputy grand mafter,

1749-50-1 William Bym:, lord Byroﬁ, grand

Fotherk:y Baket, Efe; dcp\lty grand mafter. -

1752. Jobn Prody, lord“Carysfort,' grand
maﬁ:ﬂu

~ Thomas Manmngham, Dr. of phyﬁc, deputy
grand mafter.

1754. Famss Bridges, marq. of Carnarvon,
fon and heir to Henry Duké of Chandos, for-
merly grand mafter, grand mafter. . ’

Thomas Mannmgham, Dr. of phyfic, daputy
grand mafter. . .

1757, Shalso. Cbarle: Dbughjs, lord Abcrdour,
now earl of Morton, grand' mafter.

Mr. Joha Revis, deputy grand mafter.

- 1762, Wafbington Shirly, carl Ferrers, grand -
er. . : : o

Mr. John Revis, deputy grand mafter,

1764. Cadwallader, lord Blaney, grand mafter.

Col. John Salter, depury grand mafter, -

1767. Henry Bridges, Duke of Beaufort,
grand mafter. © -

The Honourable Charlcs Dxllon, Efq, de.
pu:y grand mafker, .
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DEPUTATIONS forProvinclaL Gmo»
MasTERs were grantcd

In 1726 by Lord .Pagﬂqy, grand maffer,

. To Sir Edward Masfell, Baronet, for Sough Wales..
Hugb Warburton, Efqulrc, for North. Wales.
In 1728, by Lord Kingfion, grand mafter.

To George Pomfres, Efquire,. for Bengal,. in. the
Eaft-Indies.

1729, by the Duke of Norfoik, grand matter.

To Captain Ralpb Farwinter, for the Eaft-Indies.
Monfieur T buanus, for the. cu'cle of Lower

- Saxony. = .
" Mr. Daniel Cox, for Ncw Jerfey,. in America..

. In 1731, by Lord Lovell, late Earl of Leicsf~

ter, grand mafter. . )

‘To Captain Fobn Phillips, for all the Ruﬁias. ‘

¢ Captain Fames Commerford, for the Province

of Andalufia, in Spain. :

. Sir Edward Mattbews for Shropﬂurc

~ In1y34, by the Earlof Cratpfurd, grand maiter.

To Edward Entwizle, Efguire for Lancathire,
_‘7ofepb Laycock, Efquxrc, for Durham. .

Matthew delq, Efquiré, for Northumb:rland.-
In 1736, by the Earl of Loudoun, grand mafter.

To Robert T omlinfon, Efquire, for New-England,
Fobn Hammerton, Efquire, for South Carplina.
David Creighton, M. D. for Cape Coaftin. -

Africa,
In
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" %n 1737, by the Earl of Damky, grand mafter.

To Fames Watfon,* Efquire, for the Iﬂand of
" Montferrat. -

sGmge Hamilton, Efquire, for the State of

' Geneva.

Henry William Marfbalch, Efquire, Hereditary

* - Marefchal of Thuringia, for Upper Saxony.

- Willam Donglas, Efquire, for the Coaft of
Africa and Iflands of America, where no
particular deputation had been granted.

Rickard Riggs, Efquire, for New York.

In 1738, by the Marquis of Carsarvon, now
Duke of Gbandois, grand mafter.

To William Horton, Ei’qutrc, for the Weft
Riding of the County of York.

- His .Excellency Governor Matthew, for the
Leeward Iffands.

In 1739, by Lord Raymnd grand mafter.

“To the Marquis’ Des Marches, for Savoy and
Piedmont.

In 1740, by the Earl of Kmtore, grand mafter.

To his Excellency Fames Keitb, for all the Ruffias.

Matthew Albert Luttman, Efquire, for Ham-
burgh, and the Circle of Lower Saxony.
Edward Rooke, Efquire, for the Weft Riding

of the County of York, in the room of

- William Horton, Efq; deceafed.
Thomas Baxter, Efquire, his' Majefty’s’ Attor-
ney-General, for the Ifland of Barbadoes,
* and of all the Iflands to the Windward
of Guardaloup. 02 Ia
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In 1742, by Lord Ward, now Vifcount
Dutlley, grand mafter,
To Mr. William Ratcbdalc, for the County of
Lancafter. :
" Ballard Beckford, George Hynde, and Alexandcr
Crawford, Efquires, for the land of Jamaica.
Tbomas Qxnard, Efquire, for North America.
- In 1744, bythe Earlof Stretbmore, grand mafter,
‘To Alured Popple, Efquire, for Beymudas,
In 1746, by Lord Cranfioun, grand mafter.
To Captain Commins, for Cape-Bretan and Louif~
. burgh,
In 1747, 1748, 1749, 1750, 1753, by Lord
Byron, grand mafter. .
To William Allen, Efquire, Recorder of Phila-
delphia, fcr Penfilvania, in America.
Count Dennefkicld Laurwzg, for Denmark and
Norway,
Licutenant Colonel Fames /Ida{pbus Ougbtoy,
- for the Ifland of Minorca.

Francis Goelet, Efquxre, for the Provmcc of
New York.

In1y52, 1753, by Lord Carysfort, grandmai’ccr '
To William Fyey Efqmrc, for the County of

Cornwall, '

© Sames Montrifor, Efquire, for Gibraltar.

. His Excellency Governor 7; uker, for theBa-
hama Iflands.

Sir Robert de Cornwall, Baronct, for the Coun-
ties of Worgefter, Gloucefter, Salop, Mon-
mouth, and Hereford, Grorge

m;—-——:——u‘._. - T . . e e e S J
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George Harrifon, Efquire, for the Province of ‘
New York. :

Thomas Dorree, Efquire, for Guemfcy, Jerfey,

Alderney, Sark, and Arme, in the Britith
Channel. '

In 1754, 1755, by the Marq\us omeanm,
grand mafter.

'To Peter Leigh, Efquire, Chief Juftice of South

" Carolina, for South Carolina.

David Jones Guwynne, of Talliaries, Efquire;
for South Wales, in the room of Sir Ed-
ward Manfell.

The Reverend and Honourable Frances Byam,
D. D. for Antigua.

The Hopourable. Roger Drake, Efquire, at
Bengal, for Eaft India.

: 7mmab Gridley, Efquire, for all North Ame-
rica, where no Provincial is appointed.

Williaw Maynsrd, Efquire, for Barbadoes,

and all other his Majefty’s Iflands to the
Windward of Guardaloup.

Edwgrd Galliard, Eiquire, for St. Euftatius,

. Saba, and St. Martin,.-Dutch’ Carribbee
Jflands in America,

7olw Head, Gent, Colle&or of the Cuﬂ!oms at: -
Scilly, for Scilly, and the adjaccnt Iflands.

70&# Antbony Hinuber, for all his Majefty’s
Dominiops in Germany, with a Power to
choofe Succefiors.

yolm Page, of Hawthom, Efquire, for the

County
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County Palatine of Chefter, and the City
and County of Chefter.

“Tn 1758, 1759, 1760, by Lord dhrdoxr
‘grand maiter,

To William Farvis, Eiquire, for Antigua.

Edward Bacas, Elquire, for Norwich, and the

. County of Norfolk. ,

ames Bradfwrd, Efquire, for the Bahama
Iflands.

Gottfried Facob Femifch, M. D, for Hambwgh
and Lower Saxony.

Fobn Smith, Efq; for the County of Lancaﬂ:er.

Grey Elliot, Efqs; for Georgia.

In 1761, 1762, by Lord Cmy{foﬂ. grand
mafter.

To William ¥V augban, Efq; for North Walcs.
Fobn Lewis, for Andalufia, and places adjacent.
Benjamin Smith, Efquire, for Carohina.
Thomas Marriott Perkins, Efq, for the Mﬂf-

queta Shere.
In 1763, by Easl Fervers, grand mz(tcr

To Cuiting Smith, Efq; for Eaft India.

Thomes Marriott Perkins, Efa; for Jamaica.
In 1764, 1765, by Lord Blaney, grand mafter.

Fo Captain }olm -Blewitt, for Faft Indxa, where

no other is appointed.

i Do&or Dybmyfius Manafle, for Armcma.

' George Angapis, Baron of Hammerftein, for

Weftphalia, .
- James Tod, Efq; for Bombay. '
Ernel
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Emﬁ Sngmwtd de Lepwisz, for. thc Dukedm
‘of Brunfwick. -~
“$%is Excellency Robert Melollle, Fﬁ;mre, for
the Greater and Lefler Gramadoes, St. Vin-
cent, Dominica, Tobago, &c.
Millborne Wef, Efq; for Canada.
)‘obn Stome, Efqulrc, for Barbadoes,
_‘}ab» Geevge Heary Count de Werthen, for Up-
per Saxony.
In 1767, by his Grace Henry Duke of Bean-
: forty grand mafter,
9’01’# Smith, Efq; (member of pa.rha,mcnt) for
. .Somerfetthire. - :
> Thc ‘honourable Boyke Walfingbam, (mcmbci’
.- . of -parlianient) ‘for Kent. :
3 -F. De Vignales, for foreign lodges, wltw
* .20 provincial is appointed.
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BTSN S

An Account of the EsT ABLISHMENT of the
PRESENT Grand Lodge of SGOTLAND,

HE fraternity ‘of Free-misons irf

F T g8 Scotland always owned their king and

ofo fovereign as their gratid-mafter ¢ To

his authority they fubmitted all difs
putes that happened amongft the brethren. When
not a mafon himfelf; he appointed one of the
brethren to prefide as his deputy at all their meet-
ings, and to regulate all matters concerning the

craft. Accordingly we find James I 14305
" that patron of learning, countenancing the lodges
with his prefence, * as the royal grand-mafters
« till he fettled an yearly revenue of four pounds
« Scots, to be paid by every mafter mafon in
¢ Scotland, to a grand mafter chofen by the
¢ brethren, and approved of by the crown, one
“ nobly born, or-an éminent clergyman, who
“ had his deputies in cities and counties ; and
“ every new brother at entrance-paid him alfo a
% fee. Flis office empowered him to regulate
i
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¢ in the frate.rmty what fhould not come under

‘'« the cognizance of law-courts; to him appeal-

« ed both mafon and lrd, or the busilder and
“ founder when at variance, in order to prevent
« Jaw-pleas ; and in his abfence they appealed to -
“his deputy or grand-wardens- that refided
* next to the premifes.”

1441. William St. Clair, earl of Orkncy and
Caithnefs, baron of Roflin, &¢. &c. got a grant
of this office from king James II. He counte-
nanced the lodges with his prefence, propagated
the royal art, and built the chapel of Roflin,

" that mafter-piece of Gothic archite&ure, Ma-,

fonry now began to fpread its benign influence
through the country, and many noble and ftate-
ly buildings were reared by the prince and no-
bles during the time of grand-mafter Roflin. By
another deed of the faid king James II. this office
was made hereditary to the faid William St. Clair, °
and his heirs and fucceffors in the barony of
Roflin : in which noble family it has continued
without any interruption till of late years. The-
barons” of Roflin have ever fince continued to

" prove the patrons of mafonry. in countenancing

the lodggs, determining in all magters of difference
amongft the brethren, and fupporting. with be-
coming dignity the chara@er of grand-mafter
mafon over all Scotland. . They held their head
court (or in mafon ftyle) affembled their grand

“lodge at Kilwinning in the weft country, where
* it is prefumed mafdns firft began in Scotland to

P " hold
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held regular and ftated lodgcs Nay, it is even
alledged, that in this * place the royal art Jft
made its appearance, and the brethren, meet-
ing here with hofpitality and protetion, formed
themfelves into a lodge ; and their peaceable be-
haviour, their hofpitable and generous difpofi-
tions, recommending them to the notice of the
country, they were foon affociated by the great
and wealthy from all parts. In procefs of time
thecraft became morenumerous, and lodges more
frequent throughout the country ; the lodge of
Kilwinning, under authority of the noble grand«
mafters, granting charters of ereftian and con-
fritution to the brethren to form themfelves into
regular lodges, always under the proper provi-
fions and reftriCtions, for their adhering to the
frict principles of true ekt mafonry, and pre-
ferving amongft themfelves that harmony and
union which ought, and always has ﬁxbﬁf’ced'
) amongﬁ the fraternity.

. Such continued to be the ftate of mafonry,
w}ulﬁ the family of Roflin were in flourithing and
profperous circumftances: but that once opulent
3nd noble family, through theit too great gene-
poﬁty, fa}hnc back in the world, the prefent re-

~

- ® Fhofe who mean any thing more by Kilwizning ma-
fons, than that they are of the body of mafons, which fi7
formed themfelves into a regular inflitution at Kikvinwing,
muf be miftaken, The grand lodge at Edinburgh always
tox\ﬁ the lodge of Kilwinning ag their mother lodge.

- prefentative
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prefentative William Sinclair of Roflin, Efg;
(a real mafon, and a gentleman of the greateft
candour and benevolence, inheriting his prede-
ceffors virtues without their fortune) was obliged
to difpone the eftate; and, having no children
of his own, was loth that the office of grand
maffer, now vefted in his perfon, fhould be-
come vacant at'his death: more efffecially, as
there was but fmall profpeét of the brethren. of
this country receiving any countenance or pro-
teéion from the ctown (to whom the office na-
turally reverted, at the failure of the Roflin fa-
mily,) as in ancienedays, our kings and princes -
continually refiding in England.

Upon thefe confiderations, (O&obet 15,1736, )
having affembled the brethren of the fodges in and
about Edmburgh, grand-mafter St. Clair repre-
fented to them how beneficial it would be to'the
caufe of mafonry in general to have a grand-maf-
‘ter, agentleman ornoblemanof their own country,
one of their own electing, to patronize and prd-
tect the craft; and that, as hereditary grand-maf-
ter over all Scotland, he had called this meeting,
in otder to condefcend on a proper plan for ele-
ing of a grand-mafer; and that in order te prc;-
mote fo laudable a defign, he'propofed to refign

-into the hands of the brethren, or whomfocver
they fhould be pleafed to cle&, all righ,
-claim, or title whatever, which he or his fuc-
ceflors have to reign as grand-mafler over the
‘mafons i Scotland ; and recommended to the
‘ Pa - brethren,
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btethren, to lcok out for a nobleman or gentles
man, one of the craft, fit to fucceed his noble
predeceflors, 2 man qualified to patronize and
protect the focmty, and fupport the charater of .
grand-mafter with " the honour and dignity be-
coming that high ftation’; and concluded with

-recommending to them unanimity, harmony,

and brotherly love, in all their proceedings
thereanent.

The brethren taking into confideration what
the grand-mafter had above reprefented, refolv-
ed upon proper rules and regulations, to be ob-,
ferved in the election of a grand-mafter againft
St. Andrew’s day next; and that they might not
be faid to take any ftep without the countenance
and approbation of the more diftant lodges, they
ordered the following letter to be wrote to all the
lodges throughout Scotland, inviting them to
appear by themfelves or proxies, in order to con~
cur in promoting fo laudable a {cheme.

Bnt'mkr.n,

HE four lodges in and about Edinburgh
having taken to their ferious corfidera-
« tion, the greatlofs that mafonry has fuftained
¢« thro’ the want of a grand-mafter, authorized
* us to {ignify to you, our good and worthy bre-
¢ thren, our hearty defire and firm intention,
“ to chufe a grand-mafter for Scetland; ‘and in
¢ order the fame may be done with the greateft
“ harmonv, we hereby invite you ¢as we have
“ done
’

(14
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& done all the other regular lodges known by
¢ us,) to concur in fuch a great and good work,
“ whereby it is hoped mafonry may be reftored
“ to its ancient luftre in this kingdom: And
« for effeCtuating this laudable defign, we hum-
« bly defire, that, .betwixt and Martinmas day
 next, you will be pleafed to give us a brotherly
“ anfwer in relation to the elettion of a grand-
“ mafter, which we propofe to be on St. An-
< drew’s day, for the firlt time, and ever there-
* after to be upon St. Fobn the Baptif’s day, or
% as the grand lodge fhall appoint by the ma-
« jority of voices, which are to be colleted
< from the mafters and wardens of all the regu-
¢ lar lodges then prefent, or by proxy to any
“ mafter-mafon or fellow-craft in any lodge in
<« Scotland : And the eletion is to be in Maiy's
¢ Chapel. .All that is hereby propofed is for
% the advancement and profperity of mafonry
“ in its greateft and moft charitable perfection.
“ We hope and expect a fuitable return; wherein
“ if any lodge are defective, they have them-
« felves only to blame. We heartily with you
<¢ all manner of fuccefs and, profperity, and ever
* are, with great refpect, your aﬁc&xonatc and
< loving brethren, €.
(Mary’s Chapel. Nov. 306. 1736.)
‘Thisday being appointed - for the eletion of
a grand-mq/ier and other officers to compofe the
grand lodge of Scotland, the followmg lodces
appeared by themfelves or proxies: viz.
~ Mary’s
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Mary’s Chapel, Strathaven,. ’
Kilwinning, .. Ramilton, .
Canongate Kilwining, . Lanerk, >

Kilwinning Scots arms, Dunfe,

Kilwinning Leith, Kirkaldie,
Kilwinning Glafgow, :Journeymen mafans,

: Edin. . o
Cupar of Fife, .. Kirkentulloch, _-»
Linlithgow, Biggar, = ...
Dumfermline, - Sanquhar, .
Dundee, * Peebles, o
Dalkieth, o .GlafgowSt Mungo’s,
Aitchefon’s haven, Greenock,

Selkirk, Falkirk, = =,

Invernefs, - Aberdeen, .

Lafmahego, Canongate and Leigh,

St. Bride’s at Douglas, Leith and Canong,, -
: . Montrofe S,

When the lodge was duly met, and the rolls
-ealledover, there was produced the following re-
fignation of the office of grand-maﬁer, by William
St. Clair of Roflin, Efq; in favour of ‘the bre-
thren, or whomfoever they fhould be pleafed tb
eledt to that high office.

William St. Clair of Roflin, Efg; taking

: to my- confideration, that the mafons in

“ Scotland did, by feveral deeds, conftitute and

*¢ appoint William and Sit William St. Clairs of .

“ Roflin, my anceftors, and their heirs, to he

« their patrons, protc&ors, Judgcs or mafters;
“and

(13
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« and that my holding or claiming any ‘fuachj _]1!-
<¢ ri{di&ion, right or pnvxlcoc, might be preju--
< dicial to the craft and wecatioh of maforry,
<t ‘whereof I am a member ; and [ being defirous
<« to advance and promote the good and utility
« of the faid craft of mafonry to the utmoft of
« my power, do therefore hereby, for me and’
¢ my héirs, renounce, quit claim, overgive and
« difcharge all right, claim or pretence that I,
“* or my héirs, had, have, or any ways may have,
«¢ pretend to, or claim, to be patron, prote&or,'
« judge or mafter of the mafons in Scotland, in
«¢ virtue of any deed or deeds made and granted
< by the faid mafons, or of any grant or charter
< made by any of thekings of Scctland, to and
< in favours of the faid William and Sir William
<t St. Clairs of Roflin, my predeceffors; or any
< other manner of way whatfoever, for now
-« and ever: And Ibind and oblige me, and my
. < heirs, to warrant this prefent repunciation and -
< dlfcharge at-all hands: And I confent to the
« regiftration hereof in the books of council and
.o« fcﬂion, or any other judges books competent;

<* therein to remain for prefcrvatlon ; and there-
< to I conftitute ~  ~

my procurators, &5e.

< mw:tncfs whereof I have fubfcribed thefe pre-
“fents (written by David Maul writer to" the
< fignet) at Edinburgh, the twenty fourth day
“ of November, one thoufand feven hundred
“and thirty fx years, before thefe witneffes,
“ George Frafer deputy-auditor of the excife
in
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t¢ in Scotland, mafter of the Canongate lodge-
« and William Montgomery merchant in Leith,:
<« mafter of the Leith lodge.

WM. ST. CLAIR.
Geo. Frafer, Canongate Kilwinning, witnefs,
'Wm. Montgomery, Leith Kilwinning, witnefs.
Which being read, was ordered to be recorded
in the books to be hereafter kept in the grand
lodge of Scotland.

" After this the brethren proceeded to the elec-
tion of a grand-mafter 5 and, in confideration
of his noble and ancient family, for the zeal he
himfelf had now fhown for the good and prof-
perity of the craft, they thought they could not
confer that high honour upon any brother better
qualified, or more properly entitled, than William
St. Clair of Roflin, Efq; whofe anceftors had fo
long prefided over the brethren, and had ever-
acquitted themfelves with honour and with digni-
ty. Accordmgly,

By an unanimous voice, leham St. Clair of
Roflin, Efq; was proclaimed grand-mafier-ma-
Jor of all Scotland, and being placed in the’
chair, was inftalled, faluted, homagcd and ace.
knowledged as fuch, -

Now we come to thofe halcyon days, when
mafonry began to flourith in Scotland in har-
mony, reputation and numbers; and many no-
blemen and gentlemen of the firft rank, befides
other learned men, merchants, clergymen and
tradefinen, defired to be admitted into the fra~

ternityy
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ternity ; and fimling a ‘lodge ta” be “a” fafe: and
pleafant relaxation from intenfe ftudy or hurry
of bufinefs,. without - politicks or.. party, tgoh
great pleafare and delight therein. o

We fhall now proceed to the "recital of d}ofc
great perfonages ‘who have thonght it' their; ho-
nour, to prefide asgrand-mafters, or other officerd
of the grand lodge; and we congratulate the
brethren on the happy profpe they ftill-have of
- honourable and worthy brothers fuceeeding to
SoromoN’s chair, and prefiding as grandsmafters
over them ; :under whofe benign influence, may
the craft continue to flourith and increafe; may
they be eminent and dx&mgullhed amongft man-
kind, -for -harmony and’ virtue, as “belongidg
roa jbcfely dedicated for pramoting thefe great
and valuable purpofes.

Nov. 30, 1736. William St. Clair, of Raoflin,

Efg; grand mafter.

Captain John Young, deputy grand mafter.

1737. George earl of Cromarty, grand rhafter,
Captain John Young, deputy grand mafter.

1738. Fobn earl of Kintore, grahd mafter.
Captain John Young, deputy grand ; mafter. 4

1739. Fames earl of Morton, grand mafter. -
Captain John Young, dgputy grand mafter.
- 1740.- Thomas earl of Stratbmore a#d ng-

born, grand mafter,

Captain John Young, deputy grand mafter, -

1741, Alexander earl of Leven, grand mafter.

Q. Cap-
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Captain John - Young, deputy grand ma&er ,.
1742, Williom carl of Kilmarnock, grand matter,
Captain John Yoring, deputy grand mafter.
1743. Fames earl of Weamyfs, grand mafter,
Captain John Young, deputy grand mafter. -
1744 Yames earl of Murrey, grand mafter..
Capain John Young deputy grand mafter. -
1945, Henry David tariof Buchan,geand mafter.
Caprain John Young, deputy gramd mafter.
1746. William Nifbetof Dirlasos, Efqs grand
mafter.
Major John Young, deputy grand mafter.
5747. Framcis Cborseris of MWH, Efq; '
grand mafter.
~Major John Young, deputy grand mafter. -

3748. Hugh Sston of Touch, Efy grand mafter.
Major John Young, dcputy mafter. .

1749. Thomas lord Et/Rixe, grand mafter. .
Major John Young, deputy grand maf¥er.

1750. Alexander earl of Eglinton, grand mafter,
Major John Young, deputy grand mafter.

1751. Fames lord Boyd, grand mafter.
Colonel John Young, deputy grand mafter.

1752. George Drummond,” Efqy grand mafter,
Charles Harmlton-Gordon, Efq; dcputy grand

mafter.

1753. Charles Hamilton-Gordon, grand mafter.
Jofeph ‘Williamfon, Efq; deputy grand mafter.
1754. Fames mafier of Forbes, grand mafter.

David Dalrymple, Efg; deputy grand mafter. -
1755. Sholto Charles Douglas, lord Aberdour,
‘grand maiter. George
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George Frafer, Efq; deputy grand mafter.
1756. Sboito Cherles Dougla lord Abmivur.
grand mafber.
George Frafer, E{q; deputy gm:d ma!!:er
1757 Alexander earl of Galloway, grand mufker.
George Frafer, Efq; drputy grand mafter.
- 5758, Mexander eayl of Galloway, grand mafter.
George Frafer, Efg; deputy grand mafter.
. 1759. David earl of Leven, grand mafter.
George Frafer, Efq; deputy grand mafter.
1760, David earl¢f Levem, grand mafter.
George Frafer, Efg; deputy grand mafter.
1761. Charles earl of Eigin and Kincardine,
grand mafter.
1763. Alexander Erfiine, ear) of Kdlr, grand
mafter.
1765. Fames Stewart, Efquire, Prmjt of Edina
burgh, grand mafter.
1767. The R. H, eari of Dalboufie, grand mafter. '
1769. His excellency Fames Adolpbus Oughion,
Major Gensral of the forces in Scotland,
grand matter. '

_The fpirit, dignity, and decorum with which
* the craft is condudted in our fifter-kingdom,
Scotland, ave wuly great; afid the prafice of
holding lodges in buildings eretted intirely for
that purpofe; or, in fpacious rooms in privase
houfes fet apart for that ufe folely,. (which univer-
“ fally prevails through thewhole country) is hlg,hly
. commendable: muftit not therefore give fingu-

Q.2 "lar
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far pleafire to every good mafon in this Kingdom,
to find that our noble and worthy grand-mafter,
(whofe zcal for the dignity and profperity of
" mafonry never was exceeded by any of .his pre-
deceflors) has propofed a plan for the laudable
. purpofe of raifing a fund to build a kall, and pur-
¢hafe jewels .and furniture for the ufe of the
GRAND LODGE, independent of the fund
of tharity? The reafons produced in fupport of
this fchéme are numerous ; and, amorig otbers,
thofe contained in the following letter are worthy
of regard ; -and, notwithftanding this letter came
to hand previous to the grand-mafter’s propofal,
’fhll it may not be improper to infert it here, as
it breathes the true fpirit of mafonry, and con-
tains very reafonable arguments in fupport of
“this fcheme, and alfo, as I am perfuaded that tbis
#reatife will be read by many maforts, who, on
“account of their not frequenting Zdges; might
"otherwife remain unacquainted with'fo noble a
defign, ahd thereby lofe the opportunity of
gratifying themfelves by contributing towards
it.

To Mr. WELLINS CALCOTT,
Windfor Qéober, 1. 1768:

-Sir and BroTHER,

Underftand we fhall foon be fa\;o.lrcd with

your mafonic treatife, and fhall eftcem my-
folf
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Lelf obliged, if you will afford me tbat appor-
tunity to recali the attention of our worthy bre-
thren to an object which well deferves their feri-
ous confideration : I mean-the erection of a com.
modious Building, for the particular as well as
general -affemblies of the fociety.

A propofal for this purpofe was made in

‘ t_the reign of Grand Mafter FErRERS 3 but to

whatever caufe it then owed -its mifcarriage, 1
beg leave to promote fo laudable an intention, by
making the neceffity and wtility of it more gene-
rally known, through the means of your publi-
cation. I therefore take my pen, as anauxiliary
to Mr. Edmondes, who firlt pabdlifbed Tuch a de-
fign; and though I am not acquainted with that
gentleman, I honour him for his zes), and ap-
prove meft of his fentiments on this fubject.

Is it not greatly to be lamented, that a fociery
fo numerous, and fo highly honoured in its
members, (being in a great degree compofed of
perfons of rank and fortune) fhould, as oft as
they have occafion for general. meetings, be

‘obliged to refort to taverns, ot to hire halls of

inferior communities, and thofe at the beft, very
ill adapted for fich meetings; asall places muft
generally be, that are not particularly conﬂ:ru&ed
for our purpofe. '

Give me leave to f3y, it reflefts great ditho- -
nour on zbis country, juftly ftiled < the grand
Jocal ftandard of mafonry.” As Englifhmen!
we fhould blufh to be told, that in every other

. natioh
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nations in Eurape, they hold their lodges in build-
ings eredded and adorned for their particulir ufe,
and thatonly. I.can appeal to your own expe-
rience of the bdges in our fifter kingdom, Scos»
dand, forome inftance; of whofe proceedings I
have oft heard you make honourable mention,
particularly taking notice that they affembled
in buildings, which were their own property,
fet a part for that purpofe alone, whereby they
not only were fecured from every danger of mo-
-Jeftation, or the infults and difrefpe@ful treat- -
ment of publicans, but accumulated confideradle
- Befides! our meeting at the houfes of publi-
cans, gives us the air of a Bacchanalian fociety,
inftead of that appearance of gravity and wifdom,
which our order juftly requires. :
- "How properly might it be remarked on fuch
condud, that as almoft all the companies that
refort with fo much formality to the city-balls, have
in view chiefly feaping and jollity, So mafons
affemble with an air of fefiivity at taverns, to
perform the ferious duties of their. profeffion,
under the regulations of morality and philofoply.
Such a conduét in the eyes of every thinking man
muft appear, even on the firft view, to be ridi-
culous and abfurd, and I doubt not will be-
thought more fo by every one who fhall have the
. -perufal of your intended treatife.

Some may imagine that the expence of the
propofed building (if fuch as it really ought'to
be) will prove too great for the ability of the

' fociety.
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fecitty.. But [ fadcy mamy plans might be laid
downthatwould render it mo ditficul undertaking
o raife a fum fafficient for the purpofe. Ore,
I will beg leave to offer for the prefent, and
fhall beveryhappymﬁndmga bmerptopofed
and adopted.

:. . There are at prefent under the con&mmon of
England, ncas 400 lodges, fome of which cone
fift of 60, 40, 80, and e¢ven 100 members:
not -including thofe mafons, who from a variety
of caufes do'not belong,. as fubfcribers, toany

- particular lodge; neverthelefs retain their re-

liion to, and refpoe@ for the fociety, and who
of themfelves, compofe & very confiderable

'Mbefo D

_Perhaps it may bc ob;e&cd, thcre arc many
lodges that  are not fo numerous as what I have

.above fet down; we will grant shat, and take
them on an average at 20 members each, which
will give us the .amount of 8000 mafons who
attend lodges. NowI would propofe a voLux-
TARY SUBSCRIPTION, and to"promote {0 Jaudable

adefign, itwould be abfurd tofuppofe any one would

‘offer, as a free gift, lefs than five fhillings, (many

more) which will produce 2000£. No inconfider-
able fum! Yet a #rifl, compared to what might
modeftly be expetted from that numerous catalo-
gue of Princes, Nobles, and other wealthy perfons .
who are of the fociety in moft parts of the globe, -
and connected with the Englifb conftitution, who.

'would readily and liberally contribute, as foon

&
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as a pl'oper plan was eftablithed, and agphcaa
tion was made to them.
. Nor let it be wrongly thought, beneath
the dignity of our foclcty, or efpecially the
grand eftablihment of it in this Kingdom, to
folicit fuch an aid from the fratermity under

the Englifb conftitution in ozber countries; all -

mafons regularly made under the conftitution
of the Grand Mafer of England, owe alle-
giance to the cftablithment bere, and never fail
of its prote&ion and affiftance. If therefore a
fcheme was fettled on the above, or fome other

proper plan, there can be no doubt of effeGtually

accomplifhing this defireable end, :

“The neceffity of fuch a building is univerfally
acknowledged thfough the fociety ;- and a defire
of feeing one erected, as generally prevails,
Some time ago, indeed, a fubfcription was open~
ed for the purpofe of purchafing furniture fuit-
-able for the grand lodgc but the ftriking im-
propriety of procurmg furniture; without St

‘.prov1dmg a place for its reception, put a ftop
at that time, to the progrefs of that affair; yet,
notwithftanding the proceeding was then Judgec'!
‘premature, the ftrongeft affurances were given
from every quarter of their chearful concurrence,
'if a proper building was firft eretted, to whxch
“ they would readily contribute.

How wounding muft it be to the -wartby ma—
fon, acting under the aythority of oyr grand maf-

ter,
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ter, to confider the accounts.we daily récelve
from #ravelling brethren of the magnificence of
the grand lodges abread, whillt thatin England,
which in many refpeéts i is intituled to a prefer-

encéin dignify of all others, is deftitute ofa
bmldmg, their own, of any fort: But, not

to reft it on thefe gemeral accounts, permit
me here to fend you a particular defcription of . _

-the banguetiing room belonging to the lodge of

8 _‘705;1 at Marjeilles ; and from the magnifi-
cence and fplendour of #bat room, to which they

only retire for refrg/bment, may be formed fome

idea of the fupetior excellence of the Jodge

" yoom.

" I am convinced, Sir, tlie intertion with which

‘1 give you this trouble, being an humble attémpt

to promote the honour and advantage of the
fociey, will be a fufficient apology, with you,

for defiring you will lay the foregoing fentiments

before your numerous fubferibers, who I earneft-
ly hope will thihk ferioufly on the bufinefs al-
luded to, "and, by a noble exertion of their ge-
nerofity, fnatch the glorious opportunity, ‘whilf¢
we have the princes of the earth for our nurfing
fathers, and a nobleman of diftinguithed
virtue, our 2ealous MOST WORSHIPFUL GRAND
MASTER, thatit may be recorded tothe honour
of our country and ourfelves ; by the voluntary
fubfcnpnon of the FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS,

in our day this much wanted ftruGture was

*R ereQed,
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etelted, for the acquifition of knowledge of 1he
arts and fciences, and the cultivation of moral and
Jasial virtue.

I am, SIR, your a&’c&xonate brother,
JAMES GALLOW AY, P.M.

A DESCRIPTION of rbe Banguetting-
Hall of the Lodge at Marfelllcs, intituled,
" #be Lodge of St. ] OHN.

At the bottom of the hall, under a gilded ca-
nopy, the valences whereof are blue, fringed
with gold, is a painting, which reprefents the
genius of mafonry fupporting the portrait of the
king of France, upon a pedeftal, under which
there is this infcription.

Diletifimo rege Monumentym
Amoris
Latowi. Maffilienfes,

A genius fcated below the pedeflal, prefents
with one hand this infcription, and with the
other the arms of the lodge, with their motto.

Deo regi et Patrie fidelitas,

Above this is a genius which crowas the king.

To the right of this painting is placed another,
rcpre(cntmg the wifdom of Soromon, with this

mfmptnon -above it,
Prudestia.

To

o |
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To the left is another, reprefenting the courage
of St. Fobn the Baptift in remonftrating with
Herop upon his debaucheries. The infcription
above it is, . C
* Fortitudo.
..The right fide of the hall is ornamented w1th
paintings of equal grandeur.

. The firft reprefents, Josern acknowledging his

brethren, and 'pardoning them for the ill ufage
he had-reccived from them, with this infcrip-
tion, ‘

. . _ ~ - Vema.
The fecond reprefents Jos upon the dunghill,
" his houfe deftroyed; his fields laid ‘wafte by

ftorm, his wife infulting him, and himfelf calm,
lifting his hands towards hcavcn, with this in-
fcnpnon,

Patmxlm

The third rciarefents St. Paut and St.'Barna-

BAs, refufing divine honours at Lyfira, with this
mfcnptxon, .

t

Humzlttar.

The foarth, JowatHAN, whén he warned Davip

to keep from the city, in order to avoid the
danger which threatned his days, with this in-

icnpnon,

, Amicitia.

The fifth, Soromon furveying the works of the
temple, and givipg his orders for the execution
R 2 . of
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of the plan, which his fathew Davip had lefe
him of i mch this inferiptiosn,
. “f“o.
The fixth, the charity of thc Samaritam, with
this lnifcitption,
Ghetitas: -
‘The fweutb St. Perex and the othet apoftles
paymg tribute to Casar, by ‘means of the
picce of money found miraculoufly in she bt!ly’
of & fifh; with this infcription;
Fidelitad:
The left fide of the hall contains three pa'mt-
ings.
The firg, Tobrs curing hisfather, with thefe
w‘ords for thc mfcnpnon,
Filiale Debitum.

| "The Jecond, the father of the prodigal fon, when
, hc embraces him, and pardons his offences, with

thxs infeription,
The third réprefents the facrifice of ABranaM,
with this infeription,
- ' Qbedientias .
Oh each fide the doot are two paintings of

equal grandeur. =~ '
_ One reprefents the apoftles giving alms in
common, the infcriptiony

Eleemofyna.

"The
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The veber teprefents Lo, receiving the angeh
into his houfe, believing themi to be ftrangers g
the ififcription is,
Hojpitalitas,

Thé fouwr corﬁ&rs of the hall are decorated
with four allegorical pictures.

In one are reprefented two geniufes holding a
large medal, in which are painted three pillars of
a gold colour, with this motto, .

" Hic pofuere Locum, Virtus, Sapientia, forma,
In another, two genivfes equally fupporting a
large medal, on which are reprefented three
hearts fet on fire by the fame flame, united by
the bond of the order, with this motte,

- Peftora jungit Amor, Pietas que ligavit Amantes.

The two others are in the fame tafte, but fup-
ported by one genius anly, being a fmaller fize,
‘The medals reprefent,

The firf,, three branches, one of olive, an-
other of laurel, and another of myrzle, with this
motto, '

 Hic pacem mutao dowus accipimufque viciffim.
The otber a level in a hand coming from heaven,

placed perpendicularly upon 2 heap of ftones of

unequal forms and fizes, with this motto,
Equa lege fortitur infignes ¢t imos,
At thefe paintings are upon a line; thofe
"Which are placed oppofite the windows are in-

tirely ih front. Over the innet door of entrance is
: this
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¢his infcription, in a painting which is difplayed

by a child,

, S. T. O. T. A.

Varia bec Virtutum Exempla Fraterne Liberalita-
tis Monumenta D. V. & C. Latomi Mafflienfes,
Fratribus que affequenda prebent, anno Lucis

X 5765
The letters S. T. O. T. A. fignify,

Supremo Totius Orbis Terrarum Arcbitello.

" Each painting bears below it, the arms_and

blazon of the brethren who caufed them to be

painted.

- Every fpace, from one column to another,
forms an intercolumniation. Upon the middle
of gach pilafter, being twenty-four in number,
are raifed corbals in form of antique Guaines,
upon which are placed the bufts of great and
virtuous men of Antiquity,

~ The curtains to the gilded canopy are in the

Italian tafte, and are four in number,

Three great branches of chryftal light this
hall at proper times, and ferve as an additional
ornament.

This hall will contain fixty brethren, with-
out making ufe of the infidz of the horfe~thoe
table.

There are, msrevver, two grand defert buf-
fits, which take up a great fpace in the length.

Fram
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. Frowm the foregoing Zester and defeription,

1 fhall take occafion to confider the zemples of the
éncients, their fituation, form, &c. the perufal
of which, I flatter myfelf, will afford both en-
tertainment and infiruéfion to the intelligent mafon.

‘The firft generations of men had neither tem-
ples nor ftatues for their gods, but worihxped
towards heaven in the open air.

Thc ‘Perfians, even in agcs when temples were
common in all other countries, not thinking the
gods' to be of buman fhape, as did the Greeks, had

" no temples ; they thought it abfurd to copfine
the gods within walls, ¢ whofe houfe and tem-
- ple was this whole world,” to ufe thc words of
Cicero. '

" “The Greeks, and moft other nations, worfhip-

ed their gods on the tops of bigh mountains, -

STrABO obferves, that the Perfians had neither
images nor altars, but only facrificed to the gods
on fore bigh place.

The nations which lived near Fudea, facrificed
alfo on the tops of mountains. Bavax, king of
Mobab, .carried BaLAam to the top of Bahal, and
other mountains, to facrifice to the gods, and
curfe Ifrael from thence. The fame cuftom is
attefted in almoft innumerable places of the fa-
cred feriptures 3 1 fhall only add the following
teftimonies, whence the antiguity of this cuftom
will appear, Apranam was commanded by

God

I
1

74
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God to offer Isaac his fon for a burnt-offering
‘mpon * one of the mountains in the land of -
risby op which mountain Davip afterwards
crefled an altar, and by facrifice and prayer ap-
peafed the pettilence.
. And on the feme mountain, (mount Moriab)
Soromon, by GOD’s appointment, erefed 2
gemple, according to the model of the sebernacke,
which Moses, by divine inftruction, buil¢ in
the wildernefs. In flccgeding ages the semples
were often built on the Jiemmits: of mountains.
Thus it is obferved of the 7 rejan temples, in
which Hzcror is fuppofed to have facrificed.
And both at Athens and Rome the maft facred
temples ftood in the mofteminent parts of the city,
The temples of the ancients were buils and
adorned with, all poffible fplendour and magni,
ficence ; no pains, mo charges were {pared upon
them; this they did, partly out of .the great
refpe¢t they had for the cops, to whom
thought nothing more acceptable, and, pastly

R,

* There were in the famé tra&t of ground shree hills,
Sion, Moriai, and mount Calvary.” On 8ion was the city
- and cafite of Davip; on Moriah. was the temple ; and, on
mouat Calvary CHRI8T was crucified. But a4 theft threa
. were generally called by the mame of Sjon; whence it is,
that though the semple was built on Moriab, fcripture fpeaks
of it commonly as if it were upon mount Siog,

thag
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- that they might create a reverenice of the deitjes,
in thofe who came to pay their devotions there.
(Vide D. PorTER’s Antig. of Greece, vol. 1. and
his comment upon Lycephron, ad. wvers. 42.

As to the rorm of thefe ancient fructyres,
they were built after that- manner, which was
thought moft agreeable to the gods to whom
they. were defigned to be dedicated : For, as trees;
birds, and other animals were efteemed facred to
particular deities, fo almoft every god had a
form of building peculiar to himfelf, and which
they imagined more acceptable to him than any
" other. . For iaftance, the Dorick pillars wers
facred to Fupiter, Mars, and Hercules: The
Jonick 0 Bacchys, Apalls, and Diana: The
CorinTHIAN to Vefla the virgin. It muft be
admitted that fometimes a// thefe were made ufe
of in the fome temple; but this was either in
thofe temples which were facred to more gods
than one, or to fome of thofe gods who were
thought to prefide over feveral things; for the
ancients believing that the world was governed
by divine providence, afcribed the management
of every particular affair to this or that deify:
Thus Mars was thought to prefide over war;
Venus over love; fo Mercury was the god of
‘merchants, orators,’ and thieves; MINERVA was
the goddefs of warriors, fcholars, artificers, &5c.
-Therefore, it is no wonder that in fame of the
temples dedicated to ber, there were three rows

S ' of
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6f pillars; the firft of the Dorick, the fecond
of the CorinTHIAN, the third of the Ionick
order.

With refpect to the siTuarion of their tem<
ples, ViTruvius informs us; Wherever they
ftood, if the place would permit; it was con-
trived, that the windows being open, they
might receive the rays of the rifing fun, (lib. VI,
c. 5.) The frontifpiece placed towards the wefl,
and the altars and fatues towards the eaft; fo
that they who came to worfhip might have their
faces towards zbem, becaufe it was an ancient
cuftom of the beatbens to worthip with their faces
towards the eaff. This is affirmed by Cremens .
of Alexandria, (Strom, VIII.) and Hycinus, the
freed-man of Avcustus CxEsaRr, (De agrorum
limit. Coif. lib. 1) to have been the moft ancient
fituation of temples} and that the placing the
front of temples towards the ezft tvas only a de-
vice of latter ages. Neverthelefs, the way of
. building temples towards the esff, fo as the
Hoors being opened fhould receive the rays of
the rifing fun, was very ancient ; (Dion. THrAX.)
and in later apes 4lmoft univerfal; moft: of
the temples were then fo contrived, that the en-
trance and ftatues fhould look towards the eaf,
and they who pald thieit devotion towards the
weft, as we are exprefsly told by Poreuyry,
(Vsbro de Antro Nympharum.) In thé fame man-
ner the ezfern nations cormonly buils sbei7

teme
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zcmples, as appears from the temples of the Sy-
rian goddefs in Lucian. The temple of Mem:
phis, built by Psammenicus, king of Egyps, in™
Diovborus the Sycilian. That of Vulcan erected
by another Egyptian king. (Heropotus, lib. II.
&c.)

_ Hence it appears, that the reafon why the
beatbens exre&ted their temples eaff and weff, was
to receive the rays of the rifing fun, which planet
many of tbofe natlons were accu&omed to wor-

And we find t.he tabernacle, erc&ed in the wil-
dcrnefs, and the temple at ?eruﬁzlcm, as alfo moft
places of divine adoration in the prefent age, to
be fituated in the fame manner, but not for the
Jame reafon - for we read that the Yews were for-
bid to worfhip with their faces towards the es/ :
Accordingly, the temple had no avepue to it but
from the eaft. So that in their approach to the
~templc, and during the time of their adoration
therein, they had their faces towards the wef,
and their backs to the rifing fun; which was
done, according to the opinion cf the beft com-
mentators, to prevent the people from worfhip-
ing the fun and bift of beaven, a  fpecies of idolatry
th°y were very prone to. And as they were by
this means to be prevented from falling into that

mode of. idolatry in their worthip, ' confequently

the reafon for fithating the tabesnacle, and (atter
that example)- the femple could not bethe fame

S 2 which
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which influenced the beatbens in the fitnation of
their temples. Therefore, we may reafonably ac-
count for their fituation, by fuppofing that when
the tabernacle was erefted, Moses, purfuing the
practice of the Egyptians, who always inculcated
their religious documents by means of allegory

and fymbol, forefeeing the difficulties which he ’

would have to encounter before he fhould arrive
in the promifed land, and having already expe-
rienced the inftability of the Ifraelites, caufed
the tabernacle to be eretted eaft and weft, to excite
in them a firm reliance on the omnipotence of that
G O D, who had then lately wrought fo great a
miracle in their favour, by caufing a wind to
blow firft eaff and then wef, whereby zbey fafely
efcaped from the Egyptians upon dry land, even
through the midft of & Jea, which neverthelefs
overwhelmed and totally deftroyed their pur-
fuers. . And as they were liable to meet with
many diftreffes in their fojournment in the wil-
dernefs, fo, as oft as they fhould behold the fitu-

ation of the tabernacle, their faith might be:

ftrengthened, and by a firm reliance on A L-

"'MIGHTY GOD, they might be enabled

to proceed with refolution and chearfulnefs.
And as the tabernacle was at that time to be a
conftant exhortation tb them, from that great in-
ftance of Omnipotence, to confide in GOD un-
der all their embarrafments, fo, the temple, after-

wards built by Soromon, in the fame form and

St
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fituation, was to be a lafting monument to their
pefierity, of the mighty works the LOR D had
performed in conducting their fore-fatbers out
of their captivity into the promifed land. And
this alfo may be deemed a very fufficient reafon,
why places for Cbriftian worthip, after the pat-
tern of the faid tabermacle and temple, have ever
been, and ftill are, generally ereted in the fame
manner ; for as buman creatures we, as well as
. our fore-fathers, ftand in need to be comtinual-
J reminded of our weaknefs, and a neceffary

conftant dependance, on an omnipotent and gll-
gracious BEING. -

k=i
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A CHAR GE, ddivered 1o the Members of
the Lodge of FreE and AccEpTED Masons,
beld at the Caftle-inn, MARLBOROUGH, af 4
- Meeting for the DMuh’o’; of ‘CHARITY to
-twmty “four paar"Ptople, at ‘which moft of the

5 LADIES in Marlborough were prefent, Sept

iy 4L 5769;,2:

e Do ur DY IR

e g Tt
By THO MAS’ DU’NCK’ER L7, Efg
Right Worfhipful Provincial Grand Mafter over

the Lopces in Hampfbire, and Right Wor-
i}upﬁll Maﬁcr of that Lobg. '

ﬂleﬂed is be {kat .m.n.ﬁz'ieretb {be ',Poon‘.
- ' Pfaim xli. v. 1.

"BRETHREN, :
. ,g%%%% T is with the greateft fatisfacttion'{

meet you here in the caufe of charity ;
%g% g Charity. is the bafis of our order ; itis
for this purpofe we have a Grand
~Lodge at London, another at Edinburgh, and a
third at Dublin. Lodges are now held on every

) e - P
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1;art of this globe, and charities are colletted and -

fent to the refpective grand lodge of cach King-
dom or flate: there the diftreft brethren apply
and find relief: nor is any exception made to
difference of country or religiom.

- For, 48 ih the fight of God we are all
equally his children, having the fame com-
mon._parent and preferver—fo we, i lik¢ man-
ner, look on every frec-mafon as our brother ;
nor regard where hé was born or educated, pro-
vided he is # good man, an honeft man, which
" is “ the nobleft work of God.” '

A laudsble cuftom prevailed among our an-

cient bréthren; after they had fent their dona-
tions to the gemeral charities, they confidered
the diftrefles of thofe in particalar thit refided in
their refpe@tive neighbourhoods, and affifted
them with fuch a fum as could be conveni-
ently fpared from the /dge, In humble imi-
tation of this mafonic principle, I recommend
the prefent charity to your confiderations to
which you readily and unanimewily confented.

]

The fum is, indeed, but fmall : yet, when it is -

confidered that this lodge is in its infant ftate ;

having been conftituted little more than three -

.months :" I hope, as the widow’s mite was ac-
;ccptable,/ #bis alk of ours will be coiifidered, not
with refpefk o the fum, but the principles by

which we ate influenced.. '
I have told you in the lodge, and T repeat it
nOW, that brotherly-love, relief, and trah, ate
: the
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the grand principles of mafonry, and as the’
principal. part of the company are unacquaintect
with the original intention of this fociety, it may
be proper for their information, and your in-
ftruGion, that I explain thofe principles, by
which ic is our duty in particular to be attuated.

By Brotberly-love, we are to underftand that
generous principle of ‘the foul, which refpects
the human fpecies as one family, created by an
all-wife Being, and placed on this globe for the
mutual affitance of each other.—It is this attrac-
tive principle, or power, that draws men together
and unites them in bodjes politic, families, fo-
cieties, and the various orders and denomina~
tions among men. But as moft of thefe are par-
tial, contraéted or confined to a particular coun-
try, religion, or opinion; our order, on the
contrary, is calculated to unite mankind as one
family: High and low, rich and poor, one
' with another ; to adore the fame God, and ob7
ferve his law. AN worthy members of this fo-
ciety are free to vifit every lodge in the world ;
and though he knows not the language of the
country, yet by a filent univerfal. language of
‘our own, he will gain admittance, and find that
true friendfhip, which lows from the brotherly-
love { am now defcribing.

At that peaceable ahd harmonious meeting
he will hear no difputes’ concerning religion or
_ politics ; no fwearing ; no -obfiene, immaral, or
T2 " Iu-
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Budicrous difcourfe; no other contention but whbs
can work beft, who can agree beft.

To fubdue our paffions, and improve in ufeful
{cientific knowledge ; to inftruét the younger
brcthrcn, and initiate the unenhghtcned are
principal dities in the lodge which, when
done, and the word of God is clofed, we in-
dulge with the fong and chearful glafs, Al ab-,
fcrvmg the fame decency. and regularity, with
ftri& attention to the golden mean, believing
with the poet, that

God is paid wher man receives;
T’ enjoy is to obey:

Let me. travel from eaft to weff, or betweer
worth and fouth, when I meet a true brother I
thall find a friend, who will do all in his power to
{ferve me, w1thout having the leaft view of felf-

intereft : and if I am poor and in diitrefs, he
will relieve mé to the utmoft of his power, inte-

e

reft, and capacity. This is the fecond grand -

principle : for, relief will follow where there is
brotherly-fove.

I have already mentioned our general charities
as they are at prefent conducted ; it remains now
‘that I conﬁder particular donations given from

private lodges, either to thofe that are not ma~
.{ons, or to a brotherin diftrefs. And firft, with
" frefpe& to a charity like this before us ;- perhaps
-'lt is better to be dlf’crxbutcd in {mall fums, that
more may receive the benefit, than to give

it

_—aa.
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1t in larger fums, which would confine it i@
few. ' o ’

:* With regard to a brother in diftrefs, who
thould happen to apply to this lodge, or any par<
ticulay-member for relief; it is neceffary that 1
inform you in what manner you are to receive
tim. And here I cannot help regretting, that
fuch is the depravity of the human heatt, thete
is no religion or fociety free from bad profefiors,
. or unworthy members, for as 1t is impofliblé
for us to read the heart of man, the beft regu-
lated focieties may be impofed on, by the infinu-
ations of the artful, and hypocrify of the aban:
doned. It thould therefore by no mieans leffen
the dignity .and excellency of the royal craft,
becaufe it is our misfortune to have bad men

among us, any more than the purity and holi=

nefs of the Chrifiian religion fhould be doubted,
becaufe too many of the wicked and proﬂlgate
approach the holy altar,

Since, therefore, thefe things aré o : be cares
ful whenever a brother applies for relief, to exa-
' mine ﬁri&ly whether he is worthy of acceptance :
enquire the zaufe of his misfortunes, and if you
are fatisfied they are not the refult of -vice or ex-
travagance, relieve him with fuch a fum ds the
lodge fhall think proper; and affift him with your
intereft and recommendation, that he may be
employed according to his capacity, and not eas
vbe dread of idlengfs. 'This will be -afting con-

.. . fiftens
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Rent with Trutn, which is’ the third gmnd
principle of mafonry.

Trurs is 3 divine attribute, and the founda-
tion of all mafonic virmues : o be geod mew and
wz, is part of the firft grear keflon we aic
taught; and at the commencement of our free.
dom, we are exhorted 10 be fervent and zealous
in the practice of #rath and goodmefs. It is not
fufficient that we walk in the light, unlefs we do
she srurh, All hypecrify and deceit muft be
banifhed from us—Siscerity and plaia dealing
compleat the harmony of the brethren, within
and without the lodge; and will render us ac-
ceptable in the fight of shas great Being, wnte
whesy oll bearts gre openm, oll defires kmown, and
Jram wham no fecrets are bid,  ‘There is a charm
i #ruth that draws and atraéls the mind con.
tipually towards it : the mare we difcover, the
mare we defire, 3nd the great seward is, wi/dam,
wvirtue, and bappinefs. This is an edifice foungded
upon 2 rock, which- malice cannot fhake, or
time deftroy, What 3 fecret fatisfaction do we
enjoy, when in fearching for truth, we find the .
Jrft principles of uleful fcience, ftill preferved
among us, as we received.them, by oral tradition
from the earlieft ages; and we 3lfo find this
truth corroborated by the teftimonies of the beft
#nd greageft men the world has produced. By
this is got all; the facred writings confirm what
Jaffert; the fublime part of gur ancient myftery

being
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being, there to be found j ner can atiy Chrifian
brother be a good mafon that does nat make e
word of God his firft and principal foudy.

{ fincerely congratulate yow on the happy i«
tabhlhaicm of this lodge, and the profpelt you
have of its utility and permanency, by the choice
you have made of menibefs capable 1o conduct
it.. Let wildom dire&t you to conwive for the
. beft. ~—Strengthen the caufe of maforry, by mus
‘ual friendfhip, which & the companiow and
Gippart of fravetmal love, and which will aevet
fuffer any mifonderftanding o inflatne a brother,
or caufe him to behave inbecoming a2 member of
" our pesceable and harmonious focicty. Let us

men xfolvetobemafy and adora ous order, by
the duties of our refpedtive fations,
as'goodfnbjc&s good pavents, good hafands,
good mafters, and dutiful children; for by fo
doing, we fhalt pus to filence the reproaches of
foolith men. As you know thefc things, bre-
‘thren, happy arc ye if ye do thems; and thrice
‘happy fhall 1 efteenr it to be looked on as the
_ founder of a fociety in Maerkborough whofe grand
priaciples are, brotherly-love, relief, and wath.
Let us confider thefe poor perfons as our bre-
thers and fifters, and be thankful to Almighty
~ God, that he has been pleafed to make us his in-
ftruments of affording them this fmall relief;
moft humbly fupplicating the GrRaND ArcHi-
TECT OF THE UNIVERSE, from <whom all boly de-
ﬁm‘, all good mmfel;, and all jupt works do pro-
ceed,



( 144 )
g¢ed, to blefs our undertaking, and grant that we
may continwe to add fome little comfort to thc
oor of this town.

Next to the Dsity, whom can I fo properly
addrefs myfelf to, as the moft beautiful part of
the creation 2

You have heard, Ladies, our gtand principles
explained, with the inftructions given to the
brethren; and I doubt not but at other times
you have heard many difrefpeétful things faid of
" this fociety. Envy, malice, and all uncharitable.
nefs will never be at a lofs to decry, find faule,
and raife objeQtions to what they do not know.
How great then are the obligations you lay on
this lodge! with what fuperior efteem, refpect,
and regard, are we to look on every lady prcfent,
that has done us the honour of her company this
evening. To have the fan&ion of the fair is our
higheft ambition, as our greateft care will be to
‘ preferve it. The virtues of humanity are pe-
culiar to yqur fex ; and we flatter ourfelves, the
moft {plendid ball could not afford you greater
pleafure, than to fee the human heart made

happy, and the poor and diffreft obtam prefent
rr/tef
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A CH AR GE, delivered in St. George’s Lodge
at TavNTON in the Cvunty.of SoMmerser, 2]
the Feaft of St. Joun the Baptift, A. L. 5765,
4. D. 1765,

By the Right Worthipful Brother ¥ O H N
WHIT MAS H, on bis religning the chair,

Worthy BRETHREN,

ﬁ%%ROVIDENCE havmgpiaced'
q: :ﬁ me in fuch a fphere in life, as tg
afford me but little time for fpe~

%@%ﬁ‘ culation, I cannot pretend to have

made mankind my particular ftudy yet, this I
have obfervcd, that curigfity is ope of the moft
prevailing pamons in' the human breaft. The
mind of man js kept in a perpetual thirft after
knowledge, nor can he bear to be ignorant, of
what he thinks others know. Any thing fecret or
new immediately excites an uneafy fenfation,
and becomes the proper fuel of curiofity, which
#vill be found ftronger or weaker in proportion

‘ to
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to the time and opportunities that individuals
have for indulging it. It is obfervable further,
that when this paffion is excited, and not in-
ftantly gratified, inftead of Wwaiting for better in-
telligence, and ufing the proper means of re-
moving the darkfiefs that invelops the objeét of
it, we precipitately form ideas which are generally
in the extremes. - If the obje¢t promotes pleafure
or advantage, we then load it with commenda-
tions;"if it appears in the oppofite view, or if
we are ignorant of it, we then abfurdly, as. well
as difingenuoufly, condemn, and pretend at leaft
to defpife it. This, my brethren, has been the
fate of the moft valuable inftitution in the world,
Chriftianity excepted, I mean free-mafonry. Thofe
who -are acquainted with the nature and defign of
it, cannot, if they- bave good bearts, but admire
and efpoufe it ; and if thofe who are in the dark,
or whofe minds are difpofed to eviZ, fhould flight
or fpeak difrefpe@fully of it, it certainly is no
difgrace. 'When order fhall produce confufion,
when barmony fhall give rife to-difcord, and pro-
portionfhall he the fource of irregularity, then, and
not till then, will free-mafonry be unworthy the

patronage of the great, the wife, and good.

To love as brethren, to be feady to communi-
cate, to fpeak truth one to another, are the dic-
tates of reafon and revelation; and you know
that they are likewife the foundation, the con-
ftitvent parts of free-mafonry. .
None,
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None, therefare, who believe the divine oti-
gindl of the facred volume, and are influenced
by a fpirit of humanity,. fricnd[hip, and benevo-.
lence, can with the leaft propriety object to our
ancient and venerable inftitution.

"For my own'part, ever fince I have had the

honour to be enrolled in the lift of mafons, as I
‘knew it was my duty, fo I have made it my bu-~
finefs, to become acquainted with the principles
on which our glorious fuperftructure is founded.’
And like the miner, the farther I have advanced
the richer has beerr my difcovery ; and the trea-
fure conftantly opening to my view, has proved a
full and fatisfactory reward of all my labours.

Confcious that the fame pleafure would attend
others, in the fame purfuits, I fincerely withed
for the eftablifhment of a lodge in this town : but
as wifhes, without endeavours, are not the means
of accomplithment, I became, therefore, ative-
ly concerned for the completion of fo valuable'a
defign. And you, and only you, who are ma-

- fons in beart, san form the leaft idea of the joy I
felt, when, upon enquiry, I found that this
neighbourhood was not deftitute of faithful bre-
thren; brethren! fired with an equal ardour
for the profperity of mafonry, and who with

" equal alacrity and pleafure, embarked in the
noble defign, and, like true craftfmen,- laboured
in this long wifh’d-for fabrick : The ftrength of

\ whofe Jafis, the beauty of whofe [ymmetry, the

U2 order



brder of whofe parts, have rendered it the admi-
ration of fome, the model of others, and the des
light of ourfelves.

. You will therefore give me leave moft fincerely
to congratulate the /odge, on the fuccefs that has
attended our united labours for the honour of the
craft in this town, as likewife on the return of
this feftival, the general day of inftalment of
new officers. May we all live to celebrate re-
peatedly this annivetfary with increafing fehcity
and honour; and may the txae maforic fpirit of
generofity, kindnefs, and brotherly-love, be our
Yufting cement.

By the rules of this lodge I am now to refign
the chair. But I cannot do this with entire fa4
tisfaction, until I have teftified the grateful fenfe
I feel of the honour I received in being advanced
to it. . :

Your generous and unanimous choice of me
for your fir# mafter, demands my thankful ac-
knowledgements, though at the fame time I fin-
cerely with, that my abilities had been more
adequare to the charge, which your kind par-
tiality eleted me to. But this has always
been, and ftill is my greateft confolation, that
however deficient I may have been in the dif+
charge of my duty, no one can boaft 2 beart
more devoted to the good of the inflitution in
general, and the reputation of this /dge in pars
ticular,

‘Though
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“Though 1 am apprehenfive T have already
trefpafied on your patience, yet if I might be
indulged, Iwould humbly lay before you a few
refleCtions, adapted to the bufinefs of the day,
which being the effufions of a heart sruly ma-
Jonic, will, it is hoped, be received with candour
by you. - }

Every affociation of men; as well as this of
free-mafons, mutt for the fake of order and har-
mony, be regulated by certain laws, and for
that purpofe proper officers muft be appointed,
and empoweted to-catry thofe laws into execu-
tion, to preferve a degree of uniformity, at leaft
to reftrain any irregularity that might render
fuch affociations inconfiftent. For we may as rea-
fonably fuppof¢ an army may be duly diiciplined,
well provided, and properly conduéted, without
_ generals or othér officers, as that a fociely can
be fupported without governorsy and their fub-
alterns, or (which is the fame) without fome
form of government to anfwer the end of the in-
ftitution, And as fuch an arrangement muft be
revered, it becomes a neceffary pre-tequifite that
a_temper fhould be difcovered in the feveral
members adapted to the refpetive flations they
are to fill. " '

" This thought will fuggeft to you, that thofe
who are qualified to prefide as officers in a lodge,
will not be elated with that honour, but, lofing
fight of it, will have only in view, the fervice
' " their
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their office demands. Their reproofs will be
dictated by friend/bip, foftened by candour,
and enforced with msldnefs and affestion; in
the whole of their deportment they will preferve
a degree of dignity tempered with affability and
eafe. ‘This condu&, while it endears them, to.
others, will not fail to raife their own reputa=
tion, and as envy fhould not be fo much as once
named among free-mafons, it will effe€tually pre-
vent the growth of it, fhould it unfortunately
ever appear.

Such is the nature of our conftitution, that as
fome muft of neceflity, rule and teach, o others
- muft of coutfe learn to odey; humility therefore
in doth becomes an ' effential duty, for pride and
ambition, like a worm at the root of the tree,
will prey on the vitals of our peace, barmony, and
brotherly-love. v

Had not this excellent temper prevailed,
when the foundation of Soromon’s temple was
firft laid, it is eafy to fee, that glorious edifice
would never have rofe to a height of fplendour,
which aftonithed the world.

Had ¢/} employed in this work been mafters,
- or fuperintendants, who muft have prepared the
ber in the foreft, or hewn the ftone in the
ury ?  Yet though they were numbered and
fed under different denominations, as princes,
:rs, provofts, comfoiters of the people, ftone-
- quarers,

-
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quarers, fculptors, &c. fuch was their unani.
mity, that they feemed actuated by one fpirit,
influenced by one principle.

Merit alone then intituled to preferment; an

' indifputable inftance of which we have in the -

deputy-grand-mafter of that great undertaking,
who, without either wealth or power, without
any other diftinttion, than that of being the
widow’s fon, was appointed by the grand-mafter
and approved by the people for this fingle rea-
{fon, becaufe he was a fkilful artificer.
. Let thefe confiderations, my worthy brethren,
animate s in the purfuits of fo noble a fcience,
that we may all be qualified to fill, in rotation,
the moft diftinguithed places in the lodge, and
- keep the bomours of .the craft, (which are the
juft rewards of our labour) in a regular ‘cir-
culation. ‘

And as none are lefs qualified to govers, than
_ thofe, who have not learnt to obey, permit me
in the warmeft manner to recommend to youall a
conftant attendance in #bis place, a due obedience
to the laws of our inflitution, and a refpectful
fubmiffion to the direstions of your officers, that
you may prove to mankind the propriety of
your election, and fecure the eftablithment of
this fociety to lateft pofterity.

Ar

(N
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4n ADDRESS # the Lodge of Perfedt
Friendthip, beld at the Shakefpear and Grey-
hound Inn gnd Tavern at Bath, on the Fefti-
val of St. John the Evangelift, 4. L 5768,
A. D. 1768, '
By Brother ¥. §. GAUDRY
The Right Worfhipful Brother WiLriaym
Browne, Mafter, in the Chair,

/

Weatky BRETHREN,

ﬁX#XHIS Lodge is fo juftly remowned
% for its excellent plan and proceedings,
)x that exhortations to a more punétus
K**%% al difcharge of your refpeCtive duties;
" would appear both unneceflary and vain. Still,
pcrmxt me, without taking offence, to make '3
few trite obferyations on the nature of our inflitu~
tion, for the benefit of fuch mewly admitged bre,
thren, as may at this time be prefent,

‘Would every brother confider the advantages
hederives, as aman, by being a free-mafon, he would
readily confefs, that tHe glorious precepts incul-
cated jn all regular lodges, are calculated in the

moft
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moft: efpecial manner to fathion the mind to
goodnefs. In zbem it is ftrongly recommended:
-.20 us, tp chltivate our feveral duties to God,
our neighbour, and ourfelves. ‘To have faith
in God, bope in falvation, and charity for all

-mankind ; and yet it muft be confeffed there are .

Jome, who have been initiated mafons, and who,

to their eternal /hame, not oply difregard our ex-

- cellent documents, but, to all appearance,. are

little inclined to regulate their conduét by them,

. any longer than they are conftrained todo itina

* lodge; when, alas! the qualifications of a good

mafon would decorate the crown of the. greateft
monarch,

As the rules of this fraternity l;avc a dire&
tendency to promote moral and focial virtue, let
us carefully banifh from our breafts every incli-
nation, and avoid every practice, that might ob-

. - ftruét, this noble intention, ever being difpofed to :

- humane and friendly offices, and particularly to
- gelieve the diftreffes of indigent brethren. The

royal Pfalmift fays, in raptures, the blefing of

kim that was ready to perifb came upon me, and I

caufed the widow’s beart to fing for joy.- May we
* therefore rejoice in eyery opportunity of ferving
* and obliging each other, for in fuch exercifes we
~ anfwer one principak end of our inflitution.

X . It
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It is, arid fhould be, the glory of every mem-
ber of shis lodge, that our well regulated con-
- dué has engaged us the efteem of every brother
who has done us the honour of a vifit. Surely
then we ought névet to be wanting in a chear-
ful performance of thofe duties which are fo con-’
ducive to the fablifbing that good name,
which we have endeavoured to merit.

For this laudable putpofe let me obferve, that
a due attendance at the lodge becomes abfolutely
requifite: For, by frequently aflembling together
we fhall harmonize in fentiments, and grow in af-
fe&tion; and thus Become fufficiently guarded
againft the difagreeable effects naturally refulting
from a rosghnefs of behaviour, a comtemptuons
carriage, a cenforious difpofition, or a comira-
difling temper, and wnity, peace, and pleafure, .

. will prefide. Thefe will be the happy effe&s of

a dye attendance on the lodge, and how far sbat
is the duty, as weell as the inseref, of every mem-
ber, regularly admitted, his own heart can fuf-
ficiently tell him; his ewgagemsents on his initiation
were not fo infignificant as to be readily forgor,
and when duly confidered will, I hope, appear
top important to be triffed with, for, The Great
Archite& of the Utiverfe is our fupreme Grand

mafter, and He is<—a fearcher of begrts.
In the next place permit me, worthy brethren,
‘to remind you of that veneration and obedience,
which
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Which is due to the particular officers in the
lodge in their refpective ftations. 2ox well
know that the internal, and not the external,
qualifications of a man, are what mafonry regards,
when he is admitted a member. Let us then be
careful to juftify ourfelves by a behaviour; to
Juperiors, fubmiflive ; to equals, courteous and
affable; toinferiors, kind and condefcending.

MASONRY is the daughter of Heaven!
The Patronefs of the liberal arts and Jeiences,
which polifh and adorn human nature : tbankful
ought they to be who have it in their power to
embrace her, and bappy are thofe who do. Swe
teaches the way to content, with fervency and
zeal unfeigned, as fure of being unchangeable as
of ending in felicity.

Invefted as we are with that ancient and noble
badge, which yields preference to no honour or
order in the univerfe, let us determine to abhor
every act that may leffen the dignity of our profef-
fion, which to this. hour is the glory of the greateft
- men on the face of the globe. Let us con-
form our whole lives to that great Light, the
Law of God, and let our acions convince
the world, that truth, brotherly-love, and a
defire to afford relief to the diftrefled, are the
grand Principles whereon we proceed. So that
this hfe having paffed in the difcharge of our

X2 duties
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duties as mén and free-mafons, we may at lengthr
be received into the prefence of our S U-.
PREME GRAND-MASTER and
rejoice in hearing him fay, Well done ye good
und faithful fervants, enter ye into the joy of your
LORD:

R
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‘4 Short CHAR GE, delivered to Brother
WiLL1iam WINSTON, on bis being invefied and
inftalled Right Worthipful Mafter of the
ParLapian Lodge of Free and accepted
Mafons, in the Crtv.¢f HEREFORD, on the
Feftival of St. Joun the Evangelift, 4. L.
5767, A. D. 1767. .

" By Bro. WELLINS CALCOTT, P.M.

Right Worfbipful S IR,

FENENEEX % Y the unanimous voice of the mem-

£ _ & bers of this lodge, you are elefted
to the mafterfhip thereof for the en-

i fuing halfiyear; and I have the

, * happinefs of being deputed to inveft

-you with this enfign of your office; be it ever .

in your thoughts, that the ancients particularly

held this jmbol to be a jult, a ftriking emblem of

~ the divinity. They faid, the cops, who are the

authors of every thing eftablithed in wi/dom,

Jirength, and beauty, were properly reprefented - -

. by
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this figure®. May you, worthy brother, nog
only confider it as a mark of honour in this af-
fembly, but alfo, let it ever remind you of your
duty both to Gop and Max. And as you pro-
fefs the facred volume to be your fpiritual treffel
board, may you make it your particular care to
fquare your life and converfation according to
the rules and defigns laid down therein.

You have been of too long ftanding, and are
too good a member of our community, to re-
quire #ew any information in the duty of your
office. 'What you have feen praife-wertby in
others, we doubt not you will imitate; and
what you have feen defeszive, you will in your-
felf amend.

We have therefore the greateft reafon to ex-
ped you will be conftant and regular in your at-
tendance on the lodge, faithful and diligent in the
difcharge of your duty : and that you will make
the honour of the fxpreme archites? of the aniverfe,
and the good of the ¢raft, chief objeéts of your
© -regard. |

We likewife truft you will pay a punétual
attention to the laws and reggilations of this fociety,
as more particularly becoming your prefent
ftation; and that you will at the fame time re-
quire a due obedience to them, from every other
member, well knowing that without ¢&is the beft
of laws become ufelefs.

. ® Vide Proclus in Everip, Lib. XI. Def, 2 and 34.
. For
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* For a pattern of imitation, confider the great
lummary of nature, which, rifing in the eqff,
regularly diffufes light and luftre to all within
its circle. Inlike manner it is your province,
with due decorum, "to fpread and communicaze
tight and inftrudtion to the brethren in the lodge.

From the knowledge we already have of your
zeal and abilities, we reft affured you will dif~
charge the duties of this important ftation ia
fuch a manner, as will greatly redound to the
honour of yourfelf, as well as of thofe members
" over whom you are eletted to prefide.
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4 ADDRESS 1 tbe fame LODGE,
By Brother . CALCO T T,

Immediately after the Inveftiture and IMm
of the reft of the OFFICERS,

Werty BRETHRE N,

fincere regard I ever had, and
¢ hope ever to retain, for our vene-
rable inftitution ; certain I am, if
this eftablithment fhould ever be held in little
cfteem by the members, it muft be owing to the
want of a due fenfe of the excellence of its prin-
ciples, and the falutary laws and Jocial duties on
which-it is founded. :

But fometimes mere curiofity, views of felf-
intereft, or a groundlefs prefumption, that the
principal bufinefs of a lodge is mirth and enter-
tainment, hath induced men of loofe principles
and difcordant tempers tao procure admiffion into
our
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purcommunity, thistogether withanunpardonable
inattention of thofe who propofed them, to theit
fives and converfations have conftantly ogeafion-
ed great difcredjt and uneafinefs to the craf?,.
fuch perfons being no ways qualified for a fociety
Jounded upon wifdom, and semensed by morality
and Chriftiap-love, . |
Therefore let it be your peculiar care to pay
Rrit attentionto the merit and charager of thofe;
who, from among the circle of your acquains
- tance, may be defirous of becoming members
of our fociety, left through your inadvertency,
the unworthy part of mankiod fhould find means
to introduce themfelves among you, whereby
you will difcourage the reputable arid worthy,
Self-love is a reigning principle in all men
and there is not a more effeftyal method of .
ingratiating ourfelyes with each other, than by
mutual complaifance and refpects by agreement
(with each other) in judgment and praice. This
makes fociety pleafing, and Sriendfbip durable
svbich can never be the cafe, when mens . prin-
- ciples and difpofitions are oppofite, and not
adapted for umity. We muft moved by the
fame paffions, governed by the fame imlin}ztiom_,
" and moulded by the fame morals, before we can
pleafe or be pleafed in fociety. No community or
lace can make a man happy, who is nat fur.
nifhed with a temper of mind to relifh felicity,
The wife and royal grand mafter SoLomon xells
X is,
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us, and experience confirms it, that, < the light
is fweet, and a pleafant thing it is to behold the
Sun.” Yet for this pleafure we are wholly in-
debted to that aftonithing piece of heavenly
workmanthip, the eye, and the feveral organs of
fight. Let the eye be diftempered, and all ob~
je&ts, which though they remain the fame in
themfelves, to us lofe their beauty and luftre,
ket the ez be rorally dcftroyed thes the fenfe
which depends upon it, is /of alfo, and the whole
body is full of darknefs. So it is with that ma/on,

. who has not a frame and temper of mind adapted

to our inftitution, without which the blended al-
lurements of pleafure and inftru&ion to be found
in a lodge, muft become taftelefs, and of none
effet. Likewife let his condaf? and circam-
Rances in life be fuch, as may not have the leaft
tendéncy to diminith the credit of the fociety :
and be ye ever difpofed to honour good men for
their virtues, and wi/z men for their knowledge ¢
Good men for propagating virtue and religion all
over the world, and wife mea for encouraging
arts and fciences, and diffufing chem from eaft
to weft, and between north and fouth, rejecting

alt who are not of geod repute, fommd morals, and |

competent underfiandings. Hence you will detive
honour and happinefs to yourfelves, and drink
deeply of thofe ftreams of felicity, which the
unenlightened never can be indulged with a tafte
of,

For
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For by thefe means excefs and irregularity muft
be ftrangers within your walls.  On fobriesy
your pleafure depends, on regularity your repu-~
tation, and not your reputation only, but the re-
putation of the whole body.

Thefe general cautions, if duly attcndcd\to,
will continually evince your wifdam by their ef-
‘fets, for [ can with confidence aver from expe.
rience, that nothing more contributes to the Jj~
JSolutions of a lodge, than too great a number of
members * indifcriminately made ; want of re-

ation 'in théir expences, and keeping unfea~ -
fanable hours.

To guard againft this fatal confequence we
fhall do well to cultivate the following virtues,
viz. prudence, temperance, and frygality, Virtues
which are the beft and propereft fupports ‘of
every ‘commupity.

. Prudexce is the queen and guide of all-other
virtues, the orpament of our actions, the fguare
and rule of our affairs. It is the knowledge and
choice of thofe things we muft either approve

_* It would be as q,bfnid to imagine, that happinefs is
found in a numerous lodge, where the members are indifcsi.
minately admitted, as to think that trug greatnefs confifts in
fize and dimenfions; for as Mr. Po;c obferves, ‘¢ Let an
edifice be ever fo vaft, unlefs the parts relate to each other
in barmony, the monfirous awbole will be but a clufter of lirrle-

agfes unnatusally crowded together. , .
. Y2 or
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br rejet ; and implies to confult and dchbcrate

well, to judge and refolve well, to conduct and
execute well

‘Imperance confifts in the gevernment: of our
. appetites and affetions, fo as to ufe the good
things of this life as not t6 abufe them, either
by afordid and ungrateful parfimony on the one
hand, or a profiife and prodigal indulgence to
¢xcefs, on the other. = This vittue has many
powerful arguments i its favoitr ; fot, as we
value our health, wealth, reputation, family,
and fncnds our charater, as men, as Chriftians,
as members of fociety i in gemeral, and as FREE-
MASONS in particular, all confpire to call on us
for the exercife of b3 virtue ; in fhott, it cont
prehends a ftri@ obférvance of the apoftles éx-
hortation ; “ Be ye temperate in all things ;”
not only avoiding what is in itfelf imprope?, but
alfo, whatever has the leaft or moft remote ap-
pearance of impropriety, that the tongue of the
flanderer may be ftruck dumb, and malevolence
difarmed of its fting,

« Frugality, the natyral aflociate of prudmc
and temperance, is what the meaneft ftation ne-
eeffarily calls for, the trioft éxalted cannot dif-
pence with. Itis abfolutely requifite in o/ fta-
tiohs: it is highly neceffary to the fupporting
every defireable charater, to the eftablithment
of every fociety, to the intereft of every indivi-
dual in the community, Jt 13 amoral, it is 8.

Chriftian
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obftvation will hold equally good with refpe&

to ma/fons, and will, I hope, by them be properly -

spplicd.
I would not be underftood here to mean, that

bocaufe thefe three moral virtues are particularly

pointed out, as effentially neceflary to the good
difcipline and fupport of a /edge, nothing more
is required, for focial muft be united with mere!
excellencies; was aman to be merely prudent,
temperate and frugal, and yet be unaccuftom-
ed to the duties of humanity, fincerity, gene-
rofity, &c. he would be at moft but a yfek/s,
if not a wershlefs member of fom:y, and a much
worfe ma/on.

In th next place permit me to remind you,
thet a duc atiendanse on the lpdge for your own
improvement, and the reputation of mafomry in
general, is sbfolutely neceflary s for your own

_improvement, becaufe the advantages naturally

refulting from the pra&ice of pdnciples therein
taught, are the higheft ornament of human na.
turey and for the credit of the community, be-
caufe it is your indifpenfible duty tw fupporg
fuch a character in life as is there enjoined.
The prcvalency of good example is great, and no
language is fo expreflive as a ¢affient life and
converfation ; thefe once forfeited in the mafonic
charater, will diminith @ man, not only in the

“¢fteem of perfons of fenfe, learning, and probity,

bug

7
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but even men of snferior qualities will feldom fail
of making a proper ditinétion.

. Youare well acquainted, that the enviens and
 cenforious are ever difpofed to form their judg-
ments of mankind according to their conduét in
ypablic life, fo when the members of our fociery
defert their body, or difcover any inconfieney in
their ptadtice with their profcﬁion, they contri-
bute to bring an odium ori a profeflion, which
it is the duty of every member highly to honour.
Indeed inftances of the condutt here decried, 1
own are very raté, and | rmght {ny, as often as
they do happen tend ftill more to difcover the
makignity of our adverfaries than co refle® on
owrfelves. For, with what ill-nature are fuch
fuggeftions framed ? How weak muft it appear
in the eye of difcernmeat, to condemn a whole
fociety for the iregularity of a few individuals®.
.But to return to my argument; ome great
caufe of abfenting onrfelves from the lodge, 1 ap-
prefend w be rdiss.  The want of that grand
fundamental principle, brotherly-love! Did we
properly cultivate this Chrifian virtue, we fhould

* Though there fhould be five.mafinsr who cooly and
without agitation of tind, feem to have divefted themfeives
of all affection and efteem for the eraf? ; we only fee there-
by the effels of an exquifite and inveterate depravation,
for the principle is almoft always preferved, though its ef-
fefls feem to be'totally loft,

y think

'y
".
.
.
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think ourfelves happieft when afiembled toges
ther. On unity in affeltion, unity in government
fubfifts ; for whatever draws men into focieties,
it is that only can cement them.,

Let us recollet that Jove is the new and greateft
commandment s all the others are Tummarily
comprehended in #bis. It is the fulfilling of the
law, and a neceflary quglification for the celeftial
lodge, where the fupreme archite of the univerfe
prefides, who is love. Faith, bope, and charity
are three principal graces, by which we muft be
guided thither, of which cbarity, or univerfal-
love, is the chief, when faith fhall be fwallowed
up in vifion, and bope in enjoyment, then true
charity, or brotherly-love, will fhine with the
brighteft luftre to all ezernity,

“ Shall frand before the boft of beaven confeft;

s« For ever bleffing, avd for ever blef.” |

Prior on xiiith, ¢b. Cor,

- On the other hand, envy, pride, cenforiouf-
nefs, malice, revenge, and difcord, are the
productions of a diabolical difpofition. Thefy
are cpidemical diforders of the mind, and if not
feafonably correfted and fupprefled will prove
Vvery pernicious to particular communities, and
more efpecially to fuch an eftablithment as ours.
Now there is nothing fo diametrically oppofite
to them, and fo powerful an antidote againtt them
as charkty, or true brotberly-love ; for inftance,
. , arc
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are we tempted to envy, charity guards the mind
againft it, charity envieth not. Are we tempted
by pride ? charity vaunteth not itfelf, is not puf- -
fed up. Where 1bis virtue is predominant, bu-
mility is poth its companion and its delight ; for,

the charitable man puts op bowels of mercy,
Kkindnefs, lowlinefs of mind. It is a certain re-
medy likewife againft all cenforioufnefs : Charity
thinketh no evil, but beljeveth all things, hopeth
all thmgs, will ever incline us to believe and

) hope the beft, ‘efpecially of a brotber.

THereFORE let a conftant exercife of this
ébnﬁzan virtue, fo cffential to our prefent and
ﬁ\ture happinefs, prove our great efteem for it,
and by its influence upon our lives and actions
té}l‘ify to the world the cultivation of it amongft
us, that they who tbink or fpeak evil of us, may
be thereby confounded and put to open fhame.
And as it was a proverbial expreffion among the
enemies of Chriftianity in its infancy, ¢ See how
thefe Cbriftians love one another,” may the fame
with equal propriety be faid of free-mafons. This
will convince the fcoffer and flanderer, that we are
lovers of Him, who faid, If ye love me keep my com-
mandments ; and, this is my commandment, that y¢
love one another as I bave loved you. This will
. prove to our enemies, that a good mafon is a good
man, and agood Chriftian, and afford ourfelves
the greateft comfort here by giving us a well-
*.grounded hope of admittance into a lodge of
Z ' gver-
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eéverlatting felicity bereafter. ‘Trus thall our in-
ftitution be enabled to repel the deftructive power
of time, the ftrongeft arm of caludmy, and the
feverett ftrokes of reproach, till that great and im-
portant day, when the commiffioned arch-angel
than prohounce this wewfw/ Rntence,

« Earch.bz dzﬂbl‘v’d, 2ith all the 'warlds on lugb, i
“ dnd tione be loft in vaft eternity.” '

OciLviE.

' mgggq,
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A CHARGE, dlivered to tbeMm}m' oftbc
Union Lobctk, regularly confdituted and beld

at the Union Punch Houfe, Pringes Street,

7 Briftol, 4. L. 5767,

By Brother ALEXANDER SHEDDEN,

Right Worthipful Mafter.

My Wortly BRETHRE N,
g‘ﬂﬁgﬂ IS being our fecond quarterly
meeting, fince | had the hanour to
% fitin this chair, I embrace the op-
iﬁ pertunity again to returp you my
fincere thanks for that honour, and
to affure you I am determined, to the utmott of
my power; to exccute the great truft which you

continue to repofe in me, with freedom, fervoncy

and zeal. That I may be enabled fo to do, let

us upanimoufly concur in cultivating peace, -

hermony, aod perfe& friendfhip, ftriving who
fhall excel in hrotherly-love and benignity ; then
I doubt net but with the affiftance of my brother
dﬁcets, 1 may be enabled 10 condu& the zuf-

- - Z 2 T mefs
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mefs of the lodge, and dxfcharge my duty to your
fatisfation. .

To accomplifh thefe deﬁrcable ends, let me in
the firft place intreat your ftrict attention to our
by-laws, evér ketping in view the feneral regula-
tions, conftitutions, and orders of our ancient
and honourable fociety. Let due regard be paid
to your officers in their refpective ftations,- whofe
duty it is to regulate the proceedings of thelodge,
and to carry the laws into execution, and may
the ofilj conitention amongft us be, a laudable
emulation in cultivating ‘the royal art, and en-
deavouring to excel each other in whatever is )

" good and great. The moral and focial duties of
life we thould make a prircipal fubje@t of con-
templation, for thereby we fhall be enabled to
fubdue our paffions, and cultivate fraternal afe
fe&ion, the glory and cement of this inftitution,
laying afide all malice, and all guile and bypocrifies,

" and envies, and ali ¢vil-[peakings ; manifefting our
love one to another; for ¢ Love is of God; and he
<« that loveth God, loveth his brother alfo. And
¢ be that faith he is in the /ight, and hateth his
% brothery Is in dirknefs until now.”

Suffer nothing to be heard :withifi the facred
.walls of thislodge, -but the heavenly founds of
truth; pease and ¢oncord, with a chearful harmo-
ny of focial and innocent mirth; and, ¢ be ye
* like:minded, having the fame love, being of
- ane accord and of one mind ;' let nothing be
. ¢ done
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- & done through firife or vain-glory, buit in low=
¢ linefs of mind, let each efteem other bettet
t than themfelves.” Never give caufe for it to
be faid, that we who afe:folemnly connetted by
the ftricteft laws of &msty, thould ever omic the
prattice of forbearance; and allow our patfions to
contyoul us, when ene great ¢énd propofed by our
meeting hereis, to fubdue them. Let us not fit
down contented with the wame only of a mjon,
but walk worthy of that glotious profeffion, in
conftant conformity to its duties. To become
brethren worthy-of our moft ancient and honours
able inftitution, we muft devote ourfelves to the
ftudy and difcharge of the following dutes,
which are more or lefs within the reach of
capacity, viz. a knowledge of the myfterious
problems, hieroglyphics, and fymbolical cuftoms
and ceremonies of the royal art, together with
the origin, ‘hature, and defign of the inftitution,
its figns, tokens, 8c. whereby ma/ons are unis
-~ verfally known to, and can converfe with each
other, though born and bred in different couns
tries and languages.

A free- mafon muft likewife be a good mdn, one
whoduly fears,” loves, and ferves his heavenly
mafter, and in imitation of the operative mafon,
who ereéts a temporal building according to the
rules and defigns laid down for him, by the mafs
ter mafon, on Ais treflel-board, raifes a fpiritual
bmldmg accordmg to the laws and injunQions

laid
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laid down by the [upregss erchites? of the univerfe

in the beok of life, which may juftly be can-
Gidered in this light, as a [pintusl srefel board, -
He mufk hopourr the king, and be fubordinate
to hiz fuperiors, and. ever ready 10 promota the
deferving brother in all his lawful emplopments
and concerns. Thefe, my, brethren, 'are qua.
Xifications of a goed mafen, wherefore they merit
qur peculiar astention; and, 95 it is our duty
we fhould make it our pleafure to practice them,
by fo doing we fhall let qur light fhine befors.

wmen, and prove ourfelves worthy members of -

that inftitution, which ennobles all who coniqrm
1) its moft glorious precepts.

Fipally, let me advife you to be wry circum-
fpect, and well guarded againft the bafe attempes
of pretenders, always fetting 2 watch before your
mouth. And with refped to any who may cal/
themfelves mafons, byt (poflefling refraétory
fpirits) are at the fame time encmies 10 all order,
decency, and decorum, fpeaking and acting as
rebels so the ¢onpitution of mafons in this king~
dom, let me exhort you to have ne conne@ion
with them, but accotdmg to the advice of St.
PAUL. to the Thefalomians, “ withdraw yourielves
« from every brother that walketh diforderly,”

- Jeaving fuch o the natural confequence of  their
awn bad condul ; being well affured, that the
vain fabric, which they mean fo eredt, having

.0 other fupport-than their own igmorance, debili-

. - S 3 S
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2y, and deformiry, will of ielf foon comble to the
ground, with fhame and ruin on the builders
heads. On the other hand, let us live in ftrict
amity and fraternal love with all juf and upright
brethren, that we may &gy with the rgya/ P)(alm(&
“ Behold how goad, and how pleafzm: it is, for
« brethiren to dwell together in unity.” '

" Let GOD's holy word be the ‘guide of our
’ﬁt‘iﬂt 3 and, Jttﬁérce, ‘charity, love and mercy,
st . cheralftersfbicks,” then we .may Mnbly
~htype €0 attapn ehe coeboltial pal-ord, and gain
admittance into the lodgc -of -our [up-eme grand
mafier, where pleafures. flow for evermore. This
fs the fervent prayer of him who glories in che
name of a faithful-mafon, and has the honour
to be mafter of this right worfhipful lodge.

*

t

The



The following ADDRESS was delivered,

by ibe Rev. Mr. Henky CuaLmers, P. M.
in the Lodge of Perfe&t Friendfhip, conjtit:}ted
and beld in the town of Chelmsford, .in the
County of Eflex, on the Feftival of St. Joun
the Baptift, 4. L. 5767. On which occafion
a Sermon bad alfo been preached in the forenoon
by the Rev. Mr. Panting. '

\

Rt. Worfbipful Mafter, and worthy Bretbren,
FW’% Defire to entertain each other with
% focial, virtuous and chearful fenti-
5( ments, is the duty as well as the
ﬁﬁx 2 happingls of eyery member of our

ancient and honourable focxcty

Animated by brotherly good-will (which I
hope is deeply engraved on the heart of every
free-mafon,) permit me to congratulate you on

the return of this feftival, thus refpeGfully cele-

brated by a lodge wherein I have had the honour
to prefide :—a lodge in its mfancy diftinguithed
for its regularity and choice of its members ;

but
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put, under the prudent condu& of our prefens *.
guardian, flourithing beyond expectation, and by
his affiduity and care, honoured with the ad-
dition’ of many illuftrious and worthy bre.
thren.

Happy am | likewife to fee 4/l the offices this
day fupported by brethren, who I am perfuaded
want neither inclination or abilities, to recom-.
mend and enforce whateyer may be found necef-.
fary to maintain the univerfal reputation of the
inftitution, and particularly the felicity of thig
Jodge.
Our reverend brother in his ingenious dif~
courfe this morning judicionfly expatiated on
thofé glorious principles, on which our royal art
is founded, and proved its bafis ftill to be firm and
permanent. Let it be our peculiar care, as it is
our indifpenfible duty, not to undermine it by
any inattention, omiffion, or irregularity;

Knowledge (which js attained bydiligence) muft
precede practice, and till we know a duty, it is
impofible for us to difcharge it. The kdge is
the propereft {chool wherein we can expeét to ar-
rive at any proficiency in our noble fcience, and
by a conftant and regular attendance bere, we
may hope to become mafters of the royal art;

— T

. * Joha Regnolds, Eig; coroner of the copnty of Effx. -

CAa -whercas
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whereas the negle@ of this duty ¢tan produce
nought but ignorance and error. Indeed! were
thefe the only confequences of a wilful or in-
dolent abfence, the craft might not fuffer much
by fuch lukewarm brethren; but I am forry to
fay this is not all, the eye of the cenfurer is
ever upon us, and the lips of the fammerer
fpeak plainly againft us, and when the members
of our fociety defert the body, the unenlight-
ened are ever ready to impeach the harmony
and improvement which we profefs and know
to be the infeparable companions of every well
regulated lodge, where wirfue finds a real plea-
fure, and wice a juft abhorrence.

Let us therefore be ever vigilant in the dif-
charge of our duty, and particularly affiduous in

cultivating thofe grand eflentials of. our con-
ftitution, Jrotherly-love, bemeficence, and truth.
Thus we fhall be always happy in affembling
together.  Thus will our lodge fhine with
undiminifhed luftre, even as long as the ra-
diant fun fhall rife in the eaft to gild our days,
and the pale moon appear to illuminate our
nights. Thus fupported by wifdom, ftrength,
and beauty; adorned with peace, plenty, and
harmony 3 cemented by fecrecy, morality, and
good-fellowfhip, what has it to fear? Let the
‘tides of time and chance beat againtt its walls;
she gufts of malice affault its row’ring height,

o - ' is
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its all in vain! Still fhall the noble ftru&ture
Jirmly ftand, and oply be diffolved when the
pillars of the univerfe fhall be fhaken, and,
¢ the great globe itfelf, yea, all which it inherit,
« fhall, like the bafelefs fabric of a vifion, leave:
 not a wreck behind.”

Aaz .. he
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he following ADDRES S doas deliviered in'
¢ Lodge of FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS;'
immediately after the ExpuLsion of 4 Mem-
ber who bad been.repeatedly, but in vains ads
manifbed for the illiberal praciice of backbiting
and {landering bis BRETHREN,

-

BRETHREN, .

)s!actx'ﬁ Sin-aLL numet’ous ‘bodies and foeie-
ties of men, fome unwortby will ever
be found, it can be no wonder, that

WDQN s notwithftanding the excellent prm-

ciples and valuable precepts, laid down and in-
culcated by our venerable irftitution, we have
fuch amongft us: men! who, .inftead of being
ornaments or ufeful members of our body, Iam
forry to fay, are a fbame and difgrace to it.

Thefe are fufficiently charaterized by a natural

propenfity to dackbite and flander their brethren;
vices | truly deteftable in all men, and more
peciiliarly fo in Frec-Masons, who by the
regulatians of their inftituticn, are fpecially ex-

horted and e’n_]omc‘d “ to fpeak as well of a bro-

ther
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ther if abfmf as prefent 3 t8defend his horour
and reputation whertver attacked, as fat as truth

" and juftice will permit¢ and where they cannot

reafonably vindicate him, at leaft to refrain from
contributing to condemn him.”

But alas! regardlefs of their duty in general,
and of thefe laudable injun&ions in particular,
we frequently find fuch men afliduoufly employ-
ed in traducing the charatters of their brethren
and inftead of rejoicing at their good fortune,
pitying their misfortune, and apologizing for
their weaknelfes and errorsy envying their pro-
fperity, and QunaffeCted by their adverfity)
with a fecret and malicious pleafure exploring

. and publithing their defetts and failings; like

trading veffels they pafs from place to place, re-

ceiving and difcharging whatever caLumwy they ,

can procur¢ from others, ot invent themfelves.
As we have juft now had a mortifying inftance
of the neceffary confequence of fuch 4afe con-
du®, in the expulfion of one of our own mem-
bers, permit me to deliver to you fomre fenti-
ments of theé great Archblfhop TiLLoTson * on
the fubje@. He affigns various caufes of this
evil, and alfo furnithes dire&ions, which if ad-
hered to, will greatly contribute to prevent and

remedy it.

, .
.

® Vide ’his fermon on EviL-SPRa®ING,

ulf
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¢ 1f we confider the caxfes of this evil praétife,
we fhall find one of the moft common is i//-na-
sure; and by a general miftike, sll-nature paf-
feth for wit, as cunning doth for wifdom; though.
i truth they are as different as wice and virzue.

« There is no greater evidence of the bad
temper of mankind, than their pronenefs to evil-.
Jpeaking. For as our Saviour faith, Ot of tbe.
abundance of the beart the mouth [peaketh, and
therefore we commonly incline to the ccnibnous.
and uncharitable fide.”

“ The good fpoken of others we caﬁly forgct,.
or {feldom mention, but the evil lies uppermoft in
our memories, and is ready to be publifhed upon.
all occafions ; nay, what is more ill-natured and -
unjuft, tho’ many times we do not believe it our-
felves, we tell it to others, and venture it to be.
believed according to the charity of thofc to.
whom itis told.™

 Anotber caufe of the frequency of this vice
is, That many are [o bad themfelves. For to think.
and fpeak ill of others is not only a dad thing,
but a fign of a J¢d man. When men are 4ad
themfelves they are glad of any opportunity to
c¢nfure others, and endeavour to bring things to
" alevel ; hoping it will be fome juftification of
their own faults, if they can but make others
sppear equally guilty.” '

“ A third caufe of evil-fpeaking is malice and
revenge.  'When ‘we are blinded by our paffions
. We
A Y

-—
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we do not confider what is frue, but what is
mifchievous ; we .care not whether the evil we
{peak be true or not; nay, many are fo bafe
as'to ésvent and rag[e falfe reports, on purpofe
to blaft the reputations of thofe by whom they
think themfelves injured. ~ This is a diabolical
+ temper; and therefore St. James tells uis, that
the flanderer’s tongue is et on fire of bell.” ,
« A fourth caufe of this vice is exgy. Men
fook with an evil eye upon the good that is in
others, and do what they can to difcredit thewr
commendable qualities ; thinking their own cha-
ralter leflened by zbem, they greedily entertain,
and induftrioufly publiih what may raife them-
felves wpon the ruins of other men’s rcpun.
tion.”
« A fifth caufe of evil- fpeaking is impertinence

and curigfity 3 an itch of talking of affairs which
.o not concern us. Some love to mingle them-
{elves in a4/l bufinefs, and are loth o feem ignorant
of fuch important news as the faults and follies
of men; therefore with great care they pick up
ill ftories to entertain the next company they
meet, not perhaps out of malic¢, ‘but for want
of fomething better to talk of.”

, “ Laply, ‘many do this out of avantonnefs, and
for diverfion; fo little do they confider g man’s
reputation is too great and tender a concern to
be jefted with; and that a flanderous ‘tongue
bites Jike a ferpent, and cuts like a fewerd, What

<an
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can be fo barbarous, next to fporting with s
man’s life, as to play with his honour and good
name, which to fome is better than life ?”

Such, and fo bad, are the caufes of this
wvice. :

« If we confider its pernicious effe&s we fhall
find, that to fuch as are flandered it is a great in-
jury, commonly a bigh pravecatien, but always
matter of Grief.”

« Itis certainly a great injury, and if the evil
which we fay of them be not true, it is an injury
beyond reparation. It is an énjury that defcends
- to a man’s chjldren; becaufe the good or ill
name of the father is derived down to them,
and many times the beft thing he has to leavé
them is an unblemifbed virtue. And do we make
no confcience to rob his innocent children of the
beft part of this finall patrimony, and of all the
kindnefs that would have been done them for
their father’s fake, if his reputation had not
been fo underfervedly ftained ? Is it no crime by
the breath of our mouth at once to blaft a man’s
reputation, and to ruin his children perhaps to
all pofterity ? Can we jeft with fo ferious a mat-
ter? ‘an injury fo very hard to be repented of
as it ought; becaufe, in fuch a cafe, no re-
pentance will be acceptable without refitution, if
in our power.”

L]

s« Even
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«, Even fuppofe the matter of the fander true, °
yet no ‘man’s reputation is confiderably ftdined, -
though never 16 defervedly, without great ‘huart
to him ;- afd it is .odds but the charge, by paf-
fing through feveral hands,is aggravated bee
yond trith, every one bcmg aptto add fomcthng
to it.” :

¢ Befides the injary, itis commonly 2 bigh pre
vocation; the confequences of which may be
dangerous and defperate quarrels.. One way or
other the injured perfon will heas of it, ‘sad will
take the firft opportunity to 'revenge it.*”

"« Atbeft, it is always matter of grief to the
perfon thatis- defamed, and cbrifianity, which is
the beft riatured inftitution in the world, forbids
us to do thofe things whereby we may grieve one
another.”

_ - A man's charafter is a tender thmg, and 3 .

wound rbere finks deep into the fpirit evenof a
wife and a good 'man; and the more innocent
any man is in this refpe@, the more fenfible he
is of this uncharitable treatment; becaufe he
never treats otherss fo, nor is he cenicious to
himfelf that he hath deferved it. = -

“To ourfelves the confequences of this vice
are as bad or worfe. He that accuftoms himfclf
to fpeak evil of others, gives a bad charater to
" hirhfelf, even to thofe whom he defires to pleafe,
who, if they be wife, will conclode that he

Bb fpeaks
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fieaks of them to others, as he does of others to
them,” .
& And this pra&xce of evil- jj’eakmg may be in-,
convenient niany other ways. ‘For, who knows:
in the chance of things, and the mutability of -
human affairs, whofe -kindnefs he may ftand in-
need of before he dies ? fo, that did a man only.
confult his own fafety and qmet, he oucrht to
refrain from evil-fpeaking.” :
« How ¢beap a kindnefs is it to j}eak well at,
leatt not.to fpeak i/ of others. A good word is."
an eafy obligation, but not to fpeak ill requires;
only our filence. Some inftances of charity are
chargeablc 3 but were a man never o covetous.

* he might afford another his good word 3. at leaft

‘he might refrain from fpeaking ill of him, efpe-.
cially if it be confidered, how dear many havé,
paid for a flanderous and reproachful word.”

“ No quality ordinarily recommends one more
to the favour of men, than to be free from this.
pice, Sucha man’s fncndﬁnp every one defires;
and, next to piety and righteoufnefs, nothing is
thought a greater commendanon, than that he -
was never or very rarely heard to fpeak ill of
any.

“ Let every man lay his hand upan his hcarf.,
and confider how. himfelf is apt to, be affected
with this ufage. Nothing fure is more equal‘and
ﬁeafonable than that known rule, What thoy

Y opuldp
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- 'would_/t bave 8o man do to tbee, that do tbou to' no

wman.

" < The following dzreﬂwm, if duly obferved,
will greatly contribute to the prevestion and cure
of this great evil.”

« Never fay any evi/ of anether, but what
you certainly know.

“ Whenever you pofitively accufe a man of
any crime, thcugh it be in private and among
friends, fpeak as if you were upon your cath,
becaufe GOD fges and hears you. This, not
qnly charity but juftice demands of us. He that
eafily credits a falfe report is almoft as culpable
as the firft inventor of it. Therefore never

fpeak evil of any upon common fame, which,

for the moft part is falfe, but almoft always un~

.certain.”

« Before you fpcak evil of anothcr. confider
whether he hath not obltged you by fome real

.kindnefs, and then it is a bad turn to fpeak ill '

of him who hath done you good. Confider alfo,
whether you may not ¢ome hereafter to be ac-

fquamtcd wich him, related to him, or in want
‘of kis favour whom you have thus m_]ured?
- and whether it may not be in his power to revenge

a fpiteful and needlefs word, by a fhrewd turn ?

_fo that if a man made no confcience of hurting
_others, yet he thould in prudencc have’ fomc cop-
| fideration of himfelf.”

Bb 2 _‘_-‘Lct
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-« Let us accuftom ourfelves to be truly forry
for the faults of men, and then we fhall take no
pleafute in publifhing them. Common humanity
uquims this of us, confidering the great infirmi-
. ties of our nature, and that we alfo are liable to
be tempted ;3 confidéring likewife how fevere a
punifhment every crime is ta itfelf, how terribly
it expofeth a man to the wrath of God, both here
snd hereafter.” .
. % Whenever we hear any man evil fpoken of,
if we have heard any good of him, let us fay that.
Te is always -move bumane and more bonourable
to vindicate others, than to accwle them. Were
it neceffary that a man fhould be evil {poken of,
his good and bad qualities fhould be reprefented
rogether, otherwife he may be ftrangely mifre-
prefented, and an indifferent man may be made
a menfler.”
¢ They -that will obferve nothing in a wzjé
man, but his overfights and follies ; nothing in
a good but his failings andinfirmities, may ren-
der both defpicable. Should we heap together
-all the paffionate fpeeches, all the imprudent
altions of the beft man; and prefent them all ac
one view, concealing his virsues, he, in this dif-
guife, would look dtke a mad-man or fury; and
yet if his life were fairly reprefented in the man- .
 per it was led, he would appear to all the world
.to be an admirable and excellent perfon. But
how numerous foevcr any man’s ill-qualities are,
it

A
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it is but juft that he thould have due praxfe of his
few real virtues.”

“ That you may not /pesk ill, do not dchght
in bearing it of any. Give no, countenance to
bufy-bodies+ if you cannot decently reprove
them becaufe of ‘their quality, divert the dif-
courfe fome other way; or by feeming not to
mind it, fignify that you do not like it.”

« Let every man mind his own duty and cone
cera. ' Do -but endeavoyr in good earneft to
nmend yourfelf, and it will be work enough, and
Jeave you little time to talk of others.” -

In the foregoing Sentiments, the BackmiTir
-asd SLANDERER may fee himfelf fully repre-
fented & in-a true misrour ; and dereflable as the
fpetacle nesurally appears, much more fo does
it foem when mafonically examined.. May all
Juch thesefore.contemplate the netare and confi-
" gaences of this abominabdle vice, and that they
may fhill become wershy men and: majbn, lot
‘them conftantly pray with the royal Plaimif,
'(Pfal. cxli.) Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth,
keep shou the door of my lips ; being affured of their
encouragement, that,” MHe who backbiteth nit
Soith bis tonigue, -ner-dseth evil to bis neighbonr, nor
Loketh up a reproach againft bis meighbour, fodil
abide in the tdbmde of the Eord, and /bail dwell
8 bis bob lnll
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4 Shot CHAR GE generally given 1o new
admitted Brethren.

gm( 00" are now admitted by the una-
i Y nimous confent of our /dge, a fel-
é low of our moft ancient and ho-
-4 -4 nourable fociety ; ancient, as hav-

Ing fubfifted from time immemorial, and ho-
‘nourable, as tending in every particular to render
‘a man fo, that will be but conformable to its
glorious precepts. The greateft monarchs in all
ages, as well of Afia and Africa as of Europe,
have been encouragers of the royal art, and
many of them have prefided as grand mafters
over themafons in their refpe@ivedominions ; not
thinking it any diminution of their imperial dig-
nities to level themfelves with their brethren in
moafonry, and to aét as they did. The world’s
great archite®t is our fupreme mafler, and the
unerring rule he has given us, is that by which
we work. Religious difputes are never fuffered
in the lodge, for, as free-mafons, we only purfue
the univerfal religion of nature : “This is the ce-
-ment which unites men of the moft different
pna-
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pririciples in ‘one facred band ‘and bnngs togé- .
ther thofe who were the moR dli’cant from one.
another

: ‘There are three general heads of duty, which.
mafons ought always to inculcate, ‘viz: to Gody
our neighbours,: and ourfelves.  To: Geds i
neyer mentionitig his name but with that reve~
rential awe which: becames a creature to bear to
his creator ; and to look upon him always as the
fa’mmm benum which we-came into the world to
enjoy: And according to that view to regulate
all our purfuits. To our neighbours; in alling
upon the fquare, or domg as we would be done
by. To oxrfelves in avoiding all intemperanceg
and exceffes, whereby we may be led into a be-.
haviour unbecoming our laudable profefiion.
- In the fiate, a mafon is'to act as a peaceable and
dutiful . fubje&, conforming chearfully to the
government under which he lives : heis to pay
a due deference to his fuperiors, and from his
inferiors he is rather to receive honour with fome
relu@ance than to extort it; he is to be 2 man
of benevolence and charity, not fitting down
contented -while his fellow-creatures (but much
more his brethren) are in want, and it is in his
power, without prejudicing himfelf or family,
to relieve them. In the lodge he is to behave
with all due decorum, left the beauty and har-
mony thereof fhould be difturbed and broke,
yHe is to be obedient to the mafter and prefiding

of-

.
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officers, and to apply himfelf clofely to the bu.
finefs of mafonry, that he msy fooner become 2
proficient therein, both for his own credit, and.
fordmofdxclodge. He is not to negle his
neceflary avocations for the fake of mafonry, nor

to involve himfelf in quarrels wich thofe who
through ignorance may fpeak evil of, or ridicule
i. He is to be a lover of the arts and fclences
and to take all opportunities of improving him-
felf therein. If he recommends a friend to be.
made a mafon, he muft vouch him to be fuch
as he really believes will conform ¢o the aforefaid
duties : left by his mifcondu& at any time the
Jodge fhould pafs under fome evil imputations.
Nothing can prove more fhocking to all faithful
mafons, than to fee any of their brethren pro-
fane, or break through the facred sules of their
order, and fuch as can do it they with had mever

-0 ny
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A CHAR GE ddivered by Brother Tromas ,
Frency, G.S, at the initiation of a F ree-Mafon,

BROTHER,

8% EING now regularly initiated into
B ™ this fociety, permit me to offer to

your ferious confidetation, thofe vir-
¥ - #ues that will always diftinguith you
among men, efpecially mafons,

The Holy Scriptures, the ftandard of truth, and
the uperring dictates of an unesring Being, I
would recomriend as the primaiy obje of your
attention. « ' -

Next, a general, an unlimired regard for men
of wirtue, homowr and integrity, howfoever dif-

" tinguifhed by private perfuafion ; mafomry wilely
removes fuch diftin&ions, and by uniting all
countries, {ects and principles into one infepara-
ble band of affedtion, coneiliates true friendthip, -
and effectuates the noble purpofe of making each
other happy, and rejoicing in each other's feli-
city, - vt ’ ’

. C¢ Hence -
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Hence difputes on religion and politicy ate

mever fuffered to interrupt . the friendly inter-
courfe of our regular affemblies—Thefe are de-
figned to improve the mind, corre& the morals
and reform the judgment. .
. Your experienge in lifc, has no doubt made fa~
miliar to you the sbree great duties of morality
to God ; your neighbour; and yourfelf ; whichI
hope your mew charalter as a free-mafon, will
ftill more deeply imprint upon your mind, and
render your condus? not only regular and uni-
form, but in every other refpe& agreeable to
tho dignity of this lsudablo profeffion.

As a mafen you are cheasfully to conform
ta the government wader which youw live;
to- confider the inserefk of tha ommunity a¢
your own; and be neady-on alk oceafions ta give
proofs,of lgyalty tox your Gwescign, dnd affection
10 yous cquatry., - - : ,

" . Benewolencs and cbarity, being the renowned
chara&eriftics of mafonry, you are to. cherith
angl promote ;. and thaugh: you oughe ever libe-
rally to copsribute to aleviate ‘she miferies of

the wretched,. yet: yom ase more panticularly o
" extend you pity ta a poor lrether, whefe un-
happy circumitances. may oblige him to. folicio
your friendly affifftance ; ever remembering that
periad of your life, when you was imtreduced intd

mafonzy, %% on dwhich, if you but for 2 me-"

ment refle, it cannot fail making you fo far bes-

volent '
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wolens 28 riever to fhut your ear unkindly to the
complaints of the wretched, Butwhen a poor éres
ther is oypmffed by wanz, you will in & particulat
manner liten to &és fufferings with attention,
in confequence of which, plry. will flow from
your breaft, and Relief according to yout ¢as
pacity. :

" The folemnity of olit ceremonies, will cvet
require fromt you & feriews depbrrment, and
foriét actentlon to the elucldating of thofe ems
blems and hietoglyphics under which our my-
fteries are couched. '

And as order and regularity "cannot fail to
render permanent the harmony of this lodge,
it is expected you will be obedient to the mafter
and prefiding officers, and be particularly care-
ful never to introduce any difeourfe that may
tend to violate your charatter as a. gemtleman,
or a mafon, or to depreciate thofe virtues that
always adorn an honeft mind. -

If therefore from dmong your friends or ac-

~ quaintance, yott fhould hereafter propofe a -

¢andidate for our myferies, I would earncftly
recommend, that you know him to be worthy ;
and never from a peqaniaryor ungemerous motive,
endeavour to introduce any but men of borour
and integrity, whofe charafier as well as principle,
juftly entitles him to the privileges of this fra-
ternity. : ‘

Cca2 - To
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. '{'o expatiate on the neceflity of a clofe appli-
tation to the duties of mafonry, will, I prefume,
be needlefs, as I.doubt not but your own expe-
rience will foon evince the real value and wutiity
of this fuience, and the excellency of its pre-
cepts, : .

I fhall therefore conclude this addrefs in 4
fure expettation of your implicit obedience to
the foregoing circumftances, as well for your
own honour as the credit of #4is lodge, and that
you will chearfully conform to all thofe falutary
laws which are, and ever have been, the eftablifle
ed bqffs and fupport of the RovaL Axrt.
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A PRAY ER at the empointing of a brother,
ufed in the reign of Edward IV,

sx(® y HE mighty GOD and father of
ﬂ E heaven, with the wifdom of his -

| ﬁxxm glorious fon, through the good-

nefs of the Holy Ghoft, that hath
been three perfons-in one godhead, be with us
at our beginning, give us grace to govern in

" our living here, that we may comé to his blifs

that fthall never have an end.

A4 PRAYER 1 e ufed at the admgﬁm of
a brother. :

0 Moft glorious and eternal God who art

the chief archite& of the created univerfe!
grant unto us, thy fervants, who have already
entered ourfelves into this moft noble, ancient
and honourable fraternity, that we may bc folid
. and

..
Vs g e C . e
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and :houghtful, and always have a temernbet
ance of thofe facred and holy things we have
taken on us, and endeavour to inftru&t and.in-

" form each other in fecrecy, that nothing may, be

unlawfully or illegally obtained; and that this
perfon who is now to be made a mafon, may
be a worthy member, and may he, and all of
us, live as men, confidering the great end for
which thy goodnefs has created us; and do
thou, O God, give us wifdom to contrive in all
our doings, ftrength to fupport in all difficulties,
and beauty to adorn thofe heavenly manfions
where thy honour dwells; and grant, O Lord;
that we may agree together in brotherly-love and
charity one towards another; and in all our
dealings in the world, do juftice to all men,
love mercy, and walk humbly with thee, our
God ; and, at laft, may an abundant enterance
be adminiftered unto us, into thy kingdom, O

great Jehevah. Now umto the king eternal, im-
morsol, invifbke, the-only wife God, Be hingdom,
power, and glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

%%%%mmm
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MOST hoLymdélodomI.mond,dm
architeét of heaven and emth, who art the
giver of all good graces ; and hath promifed

that
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that where two or three are gathered together in
thy name, thou wilt be in the midft of them:
in thy name we affemble and meet together,
", moft humbly befeeching thee to blefs us in all
our undertakings, to give us thy holy fpirit, to
enlighten our minds with wifdom and under-
ftanding, that we may know and ferve thee
aright, that all our doings may tend to thy glory,
and to the falvation of our fouls: And we be-
feech thee, O Lord God, tq blefs this our pre-
fent undertaking, and to grant that this our
brother may dedicate his life'to thy fervice, and
be a true and faithful brother among us : endue
him with divine wifdom, that he may, with the
fecrets of mafonry, be able to unfold the myfte- - -
ries of godlinefs and chriftianity.
. This we bumbly beg in the name, and for, the [ake
of Jefus Chrift, our Lord and Saviour. Amen. .

POST-
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POSTSCRIPT,

g& 'S Laws, Orosrs gnd CoNsTrTu-

TIONS are ¢ffentially neceflary to the

f& o, cftablifhment and fuppest of cvery -
g

fociety, withoyt which no /bttety can
Jong fubfift with any degree of happinsfs or re-

' putation, the cEnERAL lawsand regulationsof the

moft ancient and bonourable fociety of free and ac-
cepted mafons, as fet forth in the book of copfti-
tutions, are invariably to be obferved by every
private lodge, and: every individual member of
she fraternity. Bue for the better anfwering the
;purpofes of particular lodgess o cement the

nnion thereof ; and to further the good intentions '
of thofe brethren, who are dxfpofed 10 cultivate
pd . the -
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the ROYAL CRAFT, according to the ancient fplen-

dour; the grand mafier of mafons, hath permit- -
ted, and it hath ever been the ufage of the

lodges to frame to themfelves fuch Jye-lews, as

to the members of each particular lodge fhall

feem meet, provided that the ancient land marks

are preferved inviolate, and that fuch fye-laws be

agreeable to the general regulations.

And as it frequently happens that e lodges-
are at a Jofs for fome affiftance on thef¢ occa-
ﬁons, the following form is offered for that pur-
poie.

BYE-LAWS, for the regulation
of the Lodge No. known by the
name of of the moft
ancient and bonourable Society of Free and
Acctpted Mafons, duly conftituted the

- day of A. L. 5769.
A.D. 1769, firft held at

and now held at

Article 1. Fixed, or lodge nights.

.. ‘That the lodge fhall affemble on the third Fri-
day in every month at feven o’clock in the even-
"ing3 which fhall be deemed general, or public |
lodge nights : but that the right worfhipful maf-
ter fhall have power, as in times paft, to con-
vene a private lodge as often as he fhall find it
expadient,: .
Article
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' Arﬁclg 2. Eleﬂzon and tbazce of offfcers. .

“‘That the clcéhon of a mafler, as well as a

(reaﬁmr of this lodge, fhall be half yearly, to
wit, at the pubhc lodges held in ?une ‘and "De-

.cember, by a majority of the members prefent, '
by ballot. That the mafter ele®, if prefent, -

‘fhall on that night of Ele¢tion, if not, at the next
Jodge night, appoint the two wardens and feere-
sary. That the accounts of the treafuggr fhall
be dudited on the night of eleétion, or fo foon
after as conveniendy can, by the mafter and
wardens for the time being, or by'a committee for
that purpofe to be appointed ; and the ballance
appearmor to be due thereon, fhall be. paid by
“him to the treafurer eles?, 1mmed;ately after the ac-
" counts are fo audited, or at the next public l’odge
night. * That ‘the #yler fhall be eleted by ballor,
-or holding up of hands of the members prefen

“on‘every eleftion night, or as often as there fhall
be’ occafion, and fhall be continued only, dunng

“his good behawour and the- plcafurc of the
lodge

Amcle 3 Paymmt of ngrtmdge
That every member of this lodge thall pay to

. the treafurer for the ufe of the lodge the annual

fubfcription of eighteen fhillings, by quarterly
+ payments, viz. the fum of four fhillings and
ﬁxpencc on the 1ft lodge nights after Chrifimas,

Dd2 the
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the 1ft. lodge night after Lady-day, the it
lodge night after AZidfummer, and on the ift.
lodge night after Michatimas. And if any mem-
ber fhall tieglect or refufe to pay the fame within
three thonths from every fuch quarcer day;
having had notice tifereof from the fecretary,
he fhall be expelled as a member and-exclud-
«d from vifiting this lodge, unlefs good ¢aufe
.be thewn to the mafler ahd brethren ¢o induce &
“forboagarice,

Article 4: Wing:.

.

hat every perfon defirous of being made 2
tnafon in this lodge, fhall be recommended and
‘duly propofed by a inember in an open public
. lodge; when the brothet fo propofing him,
"fhall depofit baif a guinea on account of his
‘fe¢s,” And the brother fo propofed fhall be
"balloted for the sext fucceeding publlc lodge
hight, in which interval proper enquiry may be
“made into his chara&cr, and if on fuch ballet
there fhall not-appear swo * black, or negative
balls, he fhall be initiated and admitted 2 mem-

ber on paying to ‘the treaftirer the admiffion fee
one guined and a bolf, together with his fub-
fcription int proportion to the time then to come
mthc current quarter; and alfo five thillings to

' the

e In'fome’lodges rbrer, but in genetal one negative excludes,
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the ufe of the grand or public fund of mafors
for his admiffion ahd.regifiring fees: and if on
4 ballot he fhould appear mot to be admitted,
the fum depofited when he was propofed fhall be
returned to the brother ‘who propofed him, ‘And
#f"he is approved on the-ballot; and negle@ts to
attend for admiffiony #bres lodge nights, his de-
pofit flmll in that cafe be forfeited to the lodge.
Andif any brother fhall be duly propofed and
4dmirted; who hath before been initiated into
the firft or pafied to the fecond degree, in ano-
-ther regular lodge,. he fhall pay fo muck as
together with what he hath alseady advanced
Yor fuch initiation, or pafs, as will amount to the
* fum of one guinea and a half, provided that no
‘fuch brother fhall Lie paffed or raifed for lefs
than half a guinea for each degrec befides his fee
for tegiftering, -

Article 5. Admﬁon of members.

That o brother fhall be admitted a member
of this lodge until he hath vifited us once at leaft,
and has been duly propofed by a member in open
lodge, which done he ‘fhall be ballotted for at
_the next fuccecdmg publick lodge; and-unlefs
. three negatives or black balls appear, thall be
"admitted on paying five fhillings to the fund of
the lodge and two fhillings and fixpence to the

-grand fund for regiftering his name, over and
“above his propostionable fubfcription. :
' Article

|
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Article 6. Vifitors.

‘That every viﬁtix;g brother being a member of

a regular lodge, fhall-pay on every vifit 1s.,64.
but if only of the lodge of St. Fobn thall pay:24.
Article 7. 'ijr and Wardens to attend éda}térfy
. eommunications and commiitees of charity.

That the mafter and wardens, or their repre-

“fentatives fhall attend every committee of charity

and quarterly. communication at the expence of
the Jodge, -and fhat give to the fund of charity
fuch fom, and fo often, as the {odge fhall agree to

at tbepubhc lodge next preceding every quar.
terly committee,

Article 8. Fund and property of the lodge 'oqkd in
maficr and wardens in truﬁ Jor the Iodge

That the cath or fund as well as the jewels,
furniture, and other things bclonging to this

'lodge or fociety, fhall be, and hcrcby 1s, vefted

in and deetned, the property of the mafter, and
wardens for the time being, fo that any a&ion or
fuit that fhall happtn to be neceffary for the pre-

“fervation or recovery of the fame, or any pait

thereof, or of any of the arrears of quartendge,
may and fhall be brought or commenced and

and
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and beneﬁt of the lodge, and to be paid, applied
and dlfpoﬁ’.d of as the szonty of the members .

fhall in due form, from time to time, thmk
proper to direct. '

Articl; 9. -Enadting, abrogating or altering lows.

That when a motion fhall be made for any
new law, or the abrogating or altering of any old
one, it fhall firft be handed up in writing to the
mafter, in order to be read and confidered by
him and the members prefent; and no new law,
abrogation, or alteration of any old one, fhall be
valid unlefs the fame be entered in the minutes,
by the confent of the majority of members pre-

fent at one public lodge, and duly confirmed at
‘the next.

Article 10. Every ménber to ﬁgn and obey thefe
and the conftitutional laws.

That every member of  this lodge fhall fign
thefe laws, and fhall obferve and keep the fame,
and all fuch as fhall hereafter be enacted agree-
able to the 8th article, as well as all the laws,
orders and regulations laid down and prefcribed
in and by the laft edition of the book of confti-
tutions of mafonry, and fuch as fhall hereafter
be made and publithed by the authority of the
grand lodge.

The

K
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‘Fhe above laws fettled and approved of at 2
public lodge held she day of
are now duly enafted and confirmed at
another public lodge, held this - Pay
of A. L. 5769. A.D. 1769,
Witnefs the handsof us the fonowmg officers
and brethren,

ol o m

The



| :F‘rofl the following, generat callestion; Losdges may
\ furnifb themfelves with fuitable laws, accord-
ing bo thesy various circamfiances,

Law. 1. Time of meeting. _'

L XWHAT the members of this lodge fhafl
T (§, meetevery . and '

b ‘in each month at the hour of fix from -

Micbaelmas-to Lady-day, and at the

hour of feven from Lady-day to Mickaelmas.

And that every member fhall come into the

‘lodge decently cloathed in fuch attire as js fuit-

able to his rank, quality, and condition in

life; always remembring that he can never ‘affo-

"«ciate himfelf with better gompany than Zrothers
and fellows, '

" 9. Opening the lodge,

“When a fufficient number of members thall be
_ affembled, the matfter, or in his abfence,,a proper
perfon fthall immediately open the lodge and pro-
- ¢eed 0 bufinefs. And if the mafter, ¢igher of -

Ee the
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the wardens, or other officer of the lodge, who
in virtue of his office, is intituled to keep a key
or keys, fhould not attend the lodge in proper
time, and neglect to fend the fame, whereby the
bufinefs of the lodge fhall be retarded, fuch
_ brother fhall forfeit the fum of -

3. Clofing the lodge.

. As nothing has a greater tendency to bring
the craft into difrepute than keeping late hours
on lodge nights; The mafter fhall e acquainted
by the S. W. whenit is  ‘0’Clock, and fhall
immediately proceed to clofe the lodge; either of
them failing herein fhall forfeit the fum of
and any member who is in the lodge (and not
being a traveller or lodger in the houfe) remain-
ing in the fame houfe after ‘ o’clock,
.fhall alfo forfeit the fum of It is hoped
.and expected that no member will offend againft
this law, calculated to fecure the honour and

harmony of the lodge, to prevent uneafinefs to "

our relatives at home, and to preferve the ceco-
nomy of our families.

4. Liqucrs and fupper.

All liquors drank at fupper on lodge nights,
- fhall be charged to the Jodge, but liquors called
.for before lodge hours, unlefs on account of

niakings, &c. fhall not be charged to the Ioagp
o

L4
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No perfon fhall be permitted to fup in the lodge _

toom during lodge hours.

< 5 Admiffion of mafons or members.
That no perfon be fuffered or admitted to be

made a free and accepted mafon in this lodge, or -

if a mafon, to be a member thereof, unlefs well
known to one or. more members, to be a man of
.* virtuous principles and integrity, and not a bond{-
-man ; and fuch as by their own confent, are de-
firous to becom® brethren ; it being contrary to

our eftablithed contftitution, to perfuade or engage
* thereto, and it is hereby recommended to every
good mafon, and particularly to the brethren of
this lodge, that they be careful whom they re-
commend as candidates for mafonry, that they
may not bring fcandal, or dmcputatwn on the
craft. :

* 6. Making, paffing and raifing. |

No perfon fhall be made a mafon in this lodge

without firft paying into the hands of the trea-
furer, two guineas; for which, if he proves a wor-
thy member of our fociety, He fhall be intituled
to the three degrees without further expence:
But if any one made a mafon in this lodge,
fhall afterwards provc an unworthy member of
the craft, by treating it difrefpe&fully either
by words or actions ; leading an immoral and
Ee2 fcandalous

i

S\
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fcandalous life, fuch perfon fhall not be mtrtled.
to any further degree in this lodge.

And whereas the craft hath fuffered greatly
in its reputation and happinefs by the admiffion °
of low and inferjor pesfons, no ways fit to be-
.come members of our ancient and honourable
inftitution, wherehy men of rank, quality, kaow-
ledge and education, are oft deterred from afio«
ciating with their brethred at their public meet+
ings : Itis hoped every brother who is defired ta
propofe agy perfon, will be pardcularly careful,
that he is one in all refpe@s fuitable to the
yenerable fociety he is to become a member of 3
one whofe temper and difpofition may cement
the barmomy of the lodge, and whofe conduc
and circumftances in life, are fuch as may nox
tend to diminifh the credit of it. When a pere
fon is propofed, it fhall be mentioned at the bot-
tom of the next fummons (which fhall iffuegt leaft
three days before the lodge night,) that each
member may be prepared to approve or rejelt
fuch candidate ; alfo the fame practice, and for
the fame reafon, fhall be obferved with rcgard
to paffing or rauﬁng a brother.

5. Who proper to be admzttezl an bonorary member,
and when difcontinued.

That rio one member of this lodge be admitted
an honorary member, unlefs his avocations fre-
quently
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quetitly call him out of town; or his place of

abode be at too great a diftance to attend con-

ftantly : In either of the above cafes it may be

difpenfed with by a majority of members prefent;

but fuch an honorary. member cannot be chofe

into any office, {peak, vote, or otherwife con-

- cern himfelf with the bufinefs of the lodge. Such

brother fhall be admitted each night on the fame
terms as the members, and may have the privis
lege of becoming a member without any further

fine, on his being firft propofed and balloted

for, and | negatives not appeating againft.
him upon cafting up the fame. If a brother fhall

difcontinue "himfelf a membery from the time

the meflage, letter & motion is fent or made, he

thall-not vote, or otherwife concern himfelf with
the bufinefs of the lodge; but if there fhould

happen. to be any more lodge nights in the

quarter after fuch motion, he fhall have a right

to be“admitted to the end of the quarter he has

paxd up: to.

8. Time for re- admiffion of a member.

That any member having difcontinued hims¢
felf from this lodge and paid his arrears, may,
on application and paying five fhillings, be re-
admitted, (provided negatives do not
appear againft him) and any fea-faring member,
or one whofe bufinefs obhges him.to leave

vown, fhall be excufed paying his quarteridge
' from
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from the time of his departure till his arrival in
London, firft having fignified the fame to the
lodge, and paid up his arrears.

9. Election of officet's.

New officers fhall be cleted on the Lodge-
Nights before tlie Feftivals of St. Fobn the Bap
tit and St. Fobn the Evangelift, each member
having notice for that purpofe in his lodge-letter,
In the choice of a mafter, his abilities muft be
preferred to his feniority. The mafter, treafurer
and fecretary, fhall be clefted by ballot, but no
brother fhall be elefied mafter who has not ferved
the office of warden, or mafter, at leaft one half
year, in {ome regular lodge{ and no officer fhall
be elected to ferve a fecond time againtt his incli-
natian. The new mafter fhall be invefted by the
old mafter in due form, who fhll be allowed a
charge before he quits the chair. The new mafter
fhall then appoint a fenioy warden®; but, that the
mafter may not have too much authority in this
refped, the fenior warden fhall appoint a junior |
warden, and they fhall be both invefted by the
mafter, as well as the treafurer and fecretary, in
‘due form. The old treafurer and fecretary
erc then tolay a ftate of their accounts before
the lodge, which, if approved of by the majority,

® This is rarely the praQice, moft mafters appointing berb
wardenss and alfo the fecretary.
fhall
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fhall be deemed a regular paffing of their
accounts. The ‘mafter fhall be allowed two
fhillings and fixpence when he attends the com-
mittee of charity for this lodge, and five thillings
when he attends with the wardens at a quarterly
- communication.

10." Stewards appamted and their duty.

‘That the mafter do on the night of his election,
appoint two difcreet brethren, to'act as ftewards
of the lodge, who fhall attend conftantly, except
‘when hindered by illnefs or urgent-bufinefs; in

‘which cafe, the mafter' fhall appoint whom he-

‘thinks proper to fupply their place, pro tempore;
‘they fhall continue in their office till the next
election night. ~ Their bufinefs fhall be to fee
that the vifitors are properly accommodated; that
‘the tables be properly fupplied, and to keep an
account of the fame, which they fhall compare
with the houfe bill at the clofing of the lodge,
If any brother fhall order in any wine, &o.
after the ftewards have’ clofed their accounts,
what is {o ordered, fhall be at the faid brother’s
own coft’and charge.’

, . 11. Laws wbhen to be read.
" "‘That upon every election night the mafter

fhall caufe thefe laws to be read to the lodge,

immediately before they proceed tq the ballot
- for a new mafter.
‘ 12,

e e e e

il
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12. Bqllot;'ngQ

No member fhall be permitted to ballot in any
maitter relating to this lodge until he has paid his
full quarteridge up to the next quarter-day in
which fuch ballot is to be made; and, in aHl
ballots, the mafter of the lodge fhall be entitled
to a cafting vote upon an equality of numbers,

13. Not to difcover a perfos rejested.

That when any brother s propofed to became
a member, or any perfon to be made a2 mafon, if
it appear upon cafting yp the ballot, that they
ate rejected, no member, or vifiting brother
fhall difcover, by any means whatfocver, who
thofe members were that oppofed his election,
under the penalty of fuch brother’s being far
ever expelled the lodge, (if a member,) and, if
a vifiting brather, of his being never more
admitted as a vifitor, or becoming a member;
and immediately after a negatiye pafles ‘on any
perfons being propofed, the mafter fhail caufe
this law to be read, that po brother prefens
may plead igrosance,

$4- Debayes, complaints, guefions, Cg’c. te hads
dreffed to the chair,

That in all debates concerning the affairs of
this. lodgc, complaints made, or queftions that
may
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may arife, every brother fhall ftind up while
he fpeaks; and addrefs himfelf to the mafter in
the chair ; if more than one brother fhall ftand
:up at one time to fpeak the mafter fhall order
‘the firft who ftood up to proceed, and the reft,
‘thall 1mmed1ately fit down and bg filent, till fuch
‘brother has done fpeaking ; and that no member
be allowed to fpeak twice on one fubje&, unlefs
to explain himfelf, and the mafter fhall think it
expedient. ; -

1 5 Penalty for fpeaking difrefpesifully of the ldge,

£gc.

. That any brother who is known to have fpoken

difrefpe@fully of the faciety in general, of this
‘lodge in particular, fhall not be admitted a
member, or 3s a vifitor, until he has made fuch
conceflion-as may be thought fatisfactory.

16. Penglty far preaking the lgws. '

That if a brother break any of thefe rules
‘and orders, the mafter, with the majority of
the brethren (if they think fit) fhall lay'a fine, ,
" "not exceeding five fhillings on the brother fo
offending : which fine, as well as all others,. fhall
‘go to the fund of the lodge ; and’ the brother

refufing to pay fuch fine, fhall- for ever be ex-
“eluded this lodge '

Ft 17,
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17. Landlord detaining lesters.

That the landlord of the houfe (where this
lodge is held) fhall immediately, upon the re-
ceipt of any letter or meffage left with him for
the right worfhipful mafter, forward it to him ;
and upon his neglect or refufal, fhall forfeit to
this lodge the fum of five fhillings.

18. Landlords.

Great inconveniences having arifen to lodges,
bylandlordsbeing the proprietors of thefurniture,
&c. no landlord, or mafter of the houfe where
this lodge fhall be held, fhall be permitted to
have any other fhare in the furniture, &c. of the
lodge than as an individual member ; accordmg

-,

to the direction of the grand lodge. . ™
19. Difgifed in liquor, fwearing, &¢. the penaltze:

That no brother do prcfumc to fwear, come
into the lodge intoxicated, or on any account
call for wine or other liquors, but addrefs him-
felf to the ftewards or wardens, who, if they
think it neceflary, will give their orders accord-
ingly. That all brethren do behave themfelves
with decency to each other, and, with refpect to
the mafter in the chair and prefiding officers; and
jn cafe of defaultin either of thefe particulars, the
brother fo offending fhall forfeit the fum of twe

- fhillings and fixpence to the fund of the lodge,
200
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" 20. Prefents.
.That all prefents made to this lodge be enter-.
ed in the lodge book, with the brother’s name

from whom fuch benevolence flowed, in token
of his efteem for mafonry in general, and this

-lodge in. particular; and. alfo that the mafter,

for the time being, or his fecretary, fhall take care
to enter the fame accordingly..

Ffa2 SOLOMON?’s
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SOLOMON’s TEMPLE :
V \ . AN
ORATORIO.
As it was rerformed at the Philharmonic .

Room, in Dublin, ior the benefit of fick and
diftrefled FreE-Masons.

| Gorhibbdodtuodactuekckatuctockucko Radu sk tocky
The Words by Mr. James Eyre WEEeks.

The Mufic ¢ompofed by Mr. Ricrarp Broap-
way, Organift of §¢. Patrick’s Cathedral..

SOLOMON, the. Grand Mafter.
HIGH PRIEST.
HIRAM, the Workman.
URIEL, Angel of the Sun.
SHEB A, Queen of the South,
Crorus of Priefts and Nobles.

Soromon.
RECITATIVE.’ :
Onven’d we’re met—chief éracle of heav’n,
To whom the facred myfteries are giv’n,
We’re met to bid afplendid fabrick rife, -
Worthy the mighty ruler of the fkies. -
Hicn
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Hicn Priesr. -

Andlo! where Uriel, angel of the Sun,
Arrives to fee the mighty bufinefs done.

AIR. . '
Behold-he comes upori the wings of light, -
And with his funny veftment chears the fight.

UrIEL
RECITATIVE

~ The Lord fupreme, grand matter of the fiesl
‘Who bid Creation from a chaos rife, ’
The rules of architecture firft engrav’d
On Adam’s Heart. ,
Crorus of the Priefts and Nobles, '
To heavens high Architect all praife,
- All gratitude be giv'n,
‘Who deign’d the humian foul to raife,
By Secrets fprung from heav’n.

v SotomMmonw.
RECITATIVE,
Adam, well vers’d in arts,
Gave to his fons the¢ Plumb and Lines
By Mafonry, fage Tubal Cain
To the deep Organtun’d the Strain.
. A I'R- l
And while he fwell’d the melting Note,

On high the filver concords float.
Hicn
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. Hicu PriesT
RECITATIVE, accompany’d.
Upon the furface of the Waves,
(When God a mighty deluge pours}
Noah a chofen remnant faves,
And {aid the ark’s ftupendous Floors.
Urier
AIR.
Hark from on high the mafon Word
« David my fervant, fhall not build :
& A Jodge for heaven’s all Sov’reign Lord;
« Since blood and War have ftain’d his thicld
« That for the Deputy, his Son,
« We bave referv’d—Prince Solomon.  Da Capo.

* Cnorus for Priefts and Nobles.
Sound great JEEOVAH’s praife!
Who bid young Solomon the temple raife.
SoLoMoON.
RECITATIVE,

So grand a Struture fhall we raife, .
‘That men fhall wonder ! Angels gaze !
By art Divine it fhall be rear'd,

Nor Ihall the hammer’s noife be hcard

CHORU S

Sound great JEHOVAH’s praife !

Who bid king Soromon the temple raie.
URrIEL.
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UrizerL.
RECITATIVE,
To plan the mighty dome,
Hiraum, the mafter-mafon’s come. *
: ‘Ur1EL
T .. "AIR,
We know thee, by thy apron white,
An archite& to be.
" We know thee, by thy trowel bright,
‘Well {kill’d in mafonry.
We know thee, by thy jewel’s blaze,
Thy manly walk and air.

{nftructed, thou'thé Jodge fhalt raife;

Let all for work prepare.
~Hi1rRAM
AIR.
Not like Babel’s haughty building;
'Shall our greater lodge be fram’d;
‘That to hideous jargon yielding,
Juftly was a B,abe} nam’d;
There Confufion, all o’er-bearing,
- Necither fign, nor word they knew,’
'We, our work with order fquaring,
Each Proportion (hall be true.
' SoLoMON.
' " RECITATIVE.
- Cedars, which fince creation grew,

Fall of themfelves to grace the dome;
All Lebanon, as if the knew

The great Occafion—lo, is come!

URIEL.
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. U RIEL.
‘ AIR,
Beheold, my brethren of the {ky, .
‘The Work begins, worthy an angel’s Eye.
CHorus of Priefts and Nobles,

Be prefent all ye heaveny hott,
The work begins—The Larp defray$ the Cof2!

A CT IL,

MESSENGER,
RECITATIVE.
EHOLD, attended by a num’rous train,
Queenof thefouth, fair Sheda, greetsthyreign)
In admiration of thy wifdom, fhe, « =~
Comes to prefent the bended knee,
SorLomonN to Hiram,
. RECITATIVE, -~
Receive her with a fair falute; '
+ Such as with majefty may fuit,
Hizam,
AIR.
When allegiance bids obey,
We with pleafure own its fway.
Enter SuEBA attended.
Obedient to fuperior greatnefs, fee,

Our fcepter hails thy mightier Majefty.
Thus
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*Thos Prese, Queen of fhade and night,

Owning the fun’s fuperior rays,
With feebler glory, leffer light

Attends the trmmph of his blaze.
Oh, all-excelling pringe, receive

The tribute due to fuch a king!

. Not the gift, but will, believe!

‘Take the heart, not what we bring. - -D.C.

Sonomow
RECITATIVE,

Let meafures foftly fweet
quﬁnops SHEBA’S _prefcnge.grect,

SorLoMmoON.
A IR

" “Tune fo the lute and ftring the:lyre,

Equal to the fair we fing!
Who.can fee and not admire
SuEBa, confort for a king!
Enlivening wit and beauty j ]om,
Melting fenfe and graceful air,’
Here united powers combine .
"To make her brighteft of the fair. D. C.

SorLomoN.
RECITATIVE.

¥liram, our brother and our friend,
Do thou the queen with me att,gngl. .

R s ol NN I TR |
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SCENE II. A4viewof the temple.

«Hicu PrRI1EST.

RECITATIVE
Sacred to heaven behold the dome appears ; .
Lo, what auguft folemnity it wears ;
Angels themfelves have deign’d to deck the frame,
And beauteous Sxesa fhall report its fame,

A 1R

‘When the queen of the fouth fhall return

To the climes which acknowledge her fway,
Where the fun’s warmer beams fiercely burn,

The princefs with tranfport fhall fay,
Well worthy my journey, I’ve feen

A monarch both graceful and wife,
Deferving the love of a queen;

And a Temple well'worthy the fkies. D. C.

CHORUS
Open ye gates, receive a queen who fhares
With equal fenfe your happinefs and cares.
Hiram
RECITATIVE.
Of riches much, but more of wifdom, fee,
Proportion’d workmanthip and mafonry.
Hiram
A I R.
Oh charming Suesa, there behold,
What mafly ftores of burnifh’d gold,
. Yet richer is our art; : :
Not

. -
T S
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Not all the orient gems, that fhine, -

Nor treafures of rich Ophir’s mine,
Excel the mafon’s heart;

True to the fair, he honours more,

Than glitt’ring germs or brighteft ore,
+The plighsed pledge of love;

To ev’ry tie of honour bownd,

In love and friendthip conftant found,
And favour’d from above.

SorLomMoN and SHEBA.
D U E T.
One gem beyond the reft I fee,
SuEBA. { And %;arng SoLomon is he.
One gem beyond the reft I fee, .
Faireft of fair-ones, thou art fhe.
Suesa. - Oh thou furpaffing all men wife
Soromon. And thine excelling womens eyes.
’ Hiram :
RECITATIVE,
Wifdom and beauty both combine
Our art to raife, our hearts to join.

C HORU S
Give to Masonry the prize,
Where the faireft chufe the wife :
Beauty ftill thould wifdom love ;
Beauty and order reign above,

SoLoMON.

Gg2 Some ' ‘
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Some of the ufual Free-Masons SONGS.
The Mafters Song, &y Dr. ANDERSON.

In the firft Book it is in 5 Parts, comfrebmding the
Hiftory ¢f Mafonry ; but being too long, the 34
Part is only printed bere. '

1.

WE fing of Masons ancient fame !
Lo, eighty thoufand craftfmen rife
Under the Masters of great Name,
" More than three thoufand juft and wife.
Employ’d by Soromon the Sirk,

And gen’ral MASTER mafon too,
As HinaMm was in ftately Tyre,

Like Salem built by mafon’s trues

2.

‘The royal art was then divine,

The craftfmen counfell’d from above,
‘The temple was the GRAND DESIGN,

The wend’ring world did all approve.
Ingenious men from every place

Came to furvey the glorious pile ;

And when return’d, began to trace

And imitate its Jofty fiile.

’ ' At
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3.
At length the Grecians came to know,
Geometry, and learn’d the ar?
PyTHAGORAS Was rais’d to fhow,
And glorious EvcLip to impart
Great ARCHIMEDES o0 appear’d,
And Caribaginian mafters bright 3
Till Roman citizens uprear’d
The art, with wifdom and delight.

o 4
But when proud 4fa they had quell’d,
And Greece and Egypt overcome,
In architecture they excell’d,
And brought the learning all to Rome
Where wife ViTruvius Warden prime,
Of architeéts the ar¢ improv’d
In great AvcusTus’ peaceful time,
‘When arts and artifts were belov'd.
. 5
They brought the knowledge from the eq/i,
" And as they made the nations yield,
They-fpread it thro® the north and wef,
. And taught the world the art to build.
Witnefs their citadels and tow'’rs,
To fortify their legions fine,
"Their temples, palaces and bow'rs
That fpoke the mafons GraND DESION,

Thus
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6.

Thus mighty eaffers kings and fome
Of AgraM’s race, and monarchs good
Of Egypt, Syria, Greece, and Rome, '
True arcrITECTURE underftood.
‘No wonder then if mafons join
To celebrate thofe MasoN-xINGS,
With folemn note and flowing wine,
Whilft every brother jointly fings.

CHORUS.

‘Who can unfold the royal art,
Or thew its fecrets in a fong ?
TPhey’re fafely kept in mafon’s heart,
And to the ancient Jodge belong !

To the kinG and the CRAFT.

slecoseiosedteniorfosforssostorioso dostodontooedte

II. T%e Warden’s Song, &y the fame Author.

z

In the firft Book it was of 13 verfes, o0 long : But

the laft verfe and chorus is thought enough 1o be
Jang. : : '

.Y;'ROM henceforth ever fing, -
The craftfman and the king,
With poetry and mufick fweet
Refound their harmony compleat,

And

By Y,
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. And with géometry in fkilful Hand

Due homage pay,
Without delay, - :
To noble BEAUFORT now our mafer grand.
He rules the freeborn fons of arr
By love and friendfhip, hand and keart.
Cuorus ‘of the Wardens Song.

Who can rehearfe’ the praife
In foft poetick lays,
Or folid profe, of mafons true,
Whofe art tranfoends the common view ?
Their fecrets ne’er to ftrangers yet expos'd,
Preferv’d fhall be
By mafons frée,

And only to the ancient lodge difclos’d ;

Becaufe they’re kept in'mafons beart
By brethren of the royal art.

To the grand maﬁer
K#Nﬁﬁﬂ%%%ﬁ#ﬁ#ﬂ%%ﬁ%ﬁ NE%E -3

~ III. 7be FELLOW CRAFTs Song,

By brothet CHARLES DE LA Fay, Efq,

1.
AIL mafomy ! thou craft divine !
Glory of earth! from heaven reveal’d! -
Which doth with jewels precious fhine,
From all but mafons eyes conceal’d.
CHORUS
Thy praifes due who can rebearfe,

In nervous profe or flowing verfe? A
s
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2
‘As men from brutes diffinguifh’d are; -
A mafon other men excels ; .
For what's in knowledge choice and rare
But in his breaft fecurely dwells 2
Vo . CHORDUS
His filent breaft and faitbful heart
* Preferve the fecrets of the art.

: 3
From fcorching heat and piercing cold,
 From beafts whofe roar the foreft rends,

From th’ affaults of warriors bold
‘The mafons art mankind defeads. -
CHORUS
Be to this art dye bomour paid, ~
~ From which mankind receives Juch aid. -

4o .
: ‘ Enfigns of ftate that feed our pride,
! . Diftinttions troublefome and vain,
- By mafons true are laid afide, - .
. Arts freeborn fons fuch toys difdain, .
C HORUS
Innobled &by the name they bear,
Diftinguifb’d by the badge they wear.
5.’
; Sweet fellowfbip from envy free,
ix Friendly converfe of &rotberbogd
The lodge’s lafting cement be,

Which has for ages firmly flood. - '
i ' ' CHORUS,
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C HORUS.
A lodge thus built for ages paft
Has' lafied, and foall bver laff.
6.

Then in our fongs be juftice done ~
To thofe who have inrich’d the art,
From Apam to great BeavrorT down,
And let each brother bear a part.
CHORUS.
Let noble mafons bealths go round, | -
Their praife in lofty lodge refound. e
To the deputy Grand Mafter and Grand Wardens.

IV. The enter'd 'PREN TICE’s Song, °
By brother MaTTHEW BirkHEAD, deoeafed.
To be fung after grave bufineis is over. * -
g \OME let us prepare,
We brothers that are,
Affembled on merry occafion ;
Let’s drink, laugh and fing,
Our wine has a fpring,
Here’s an health to an accepted mafon,
' - All charged.
The world is in pain -
Our fecrets to gain,
. And ftill let them wonder and gaze on;
Till they’re thewn the light,
They’ll ne’re know the right
Word or fign of an accepted mafon. .
- Hh - T8

\
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*Tis this and *tis thet,
They cannot tell what, -

Why fo many great men of the natioly
Should aprons put on, '
To make themfelves one, -

With a free and an accepted mafon.

Great kings, dukes and lords
Have laid by their fwordsy

ur myftry to put a good grace on,

~ And ne’re been atham’d
To hear themfelves nam’d

With a free and an accepted mafon.

. Antiquity’s pride
‘We have on our fide,

And it maketh men juft in their ftationj .
. There’s nought but what’s good T
To be underftood -

By a free and an accepted mafon:

‘We’re true and fincere * |
And juft to the fairy

‘They'll truft us on any occafion 4

No mortal can more’
‘The ladles adore,

Than a free arid an accepted mafon.

‘Then join hand in hand,
By each brother firm ftand,

Let’s be mérry and put a bright face on !
‘What mortal can boaft '

So noble a toaft,

As d free and an accepted maﬁms’ L ’
CHORUS.
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CHORU.S,
No mortal can boafp -
So noble a toaft,
As a free and an accepted mafon,
Thrice repeated in due form

‘ To all the frattrmty round the glabe.

V. T be dqpmy GRAND MASTER’s Song
N B. Every two laft lines of each 'verjé is the Chorus.

N, on, my dear jretbren, purfue your grcat
legure,
And refine on the rules of old architesture
High ‘honour to mafons the craft daily brings,
- To thofe brothers of princes and fellows of kings,

We drove the rude Vandals andGotbs off the Stage,
Reviving the art of Augustys’ fam'd age;
And Vefpafian deﬁroy’d the fvaél temple in vaip,

Since fomany now rife ingreat Beaufort’ smxld reign.

‘The neble five orders compos'd with fuch: art,
Will amaze thefixteye,anden gage thewholeheart:
Proportion’s fweet harmony gracing | the whole,
Gives our work, like the glonous creation, afoul.

Thenmafler and brethren, preferve your greatname,
This loa'ge fo majeftick will purchafe you fame;
Rever'd it fhall ftand till 4/ nature expn'e,

And it’s glories ne’er fade till the world is on fire.

See, fee, behold here, what rewards all our toxl,

}nfpxrcs our genius and bids oug labour fmile :
Hha2 To
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To our noble grand mafer let & bumper be crown’d,
To all mafons a bumper, fo let it go round.
Again, my lov’d bretbren, again let it pafs,
Our ancient firm ynion cements with the glafs
And all the contention *mongft mafons thall be,
Who better can wark, or who better agree.

' eHeH oo se X000 X0 X o X(0X
VL TkeGrand Warden’s Song. By Bro. Oates,

LET mafonry be now my theme,
Thro’out the globe to fpread its fame,
And eternize each worthy brother’s name.,
“Your praife fhall to the fkies refound,
In lafting happinefs abound,
And with fweet union all your noble { Repeat
deeds be crown’d. this line,
CHORUS
Sing then, my mufe, to mafon’s glory,
Your names are fo rever’d in fiory,
That all tb* admiring world do now adore ye !

Let harmony divine infpire

Your fouls with love and gen’rous fire,
" To copy well wife SoLomon your fire.
Knowledge fublime fhall fill each heart,
‘' The riles of gometry t’ impart,

’thlc wifdom, firength and beauty Repeat
crown the glorious 4rz, { this line
Chorus.. Sing then, my Mufe, &c.
: ' All
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" All charged,
Letnoble Beavrort’s health go round,
In fwelling cups all cares be drown’d,
And hearts united *mongft the craft be found,
. May everlafting fcenes of joy, -
' His peaceful hours of blifs cmploy,
‘Which time's all-conquering hand thall { Repeat
ne’er, fhall ne'er deftroy, this liae.
Chorus.  Sing then, ‘my mufe, &c,
My Brethren, thus all cares refign,
Your hearts let glow with thoughts divine,
And veneration thew to SoroMoN’s fbrine,
Our annual tribute thus we'll pay

k|
That late poi’ccnty thall fay, | B .
We've crown’d .with joy this glorious, Aap- o%

29, bappy day,
CHORUS
Sing then, my mufe, o mafons glory,
Your names are fo rever'd in flory,
Tbat all the admiring world do now adore ye.
Toall the nobje Lorpsthathavebeen grandmafters,

MR RO OX( RN K A B
VII. The Treafurer’s Song.

N. B. The two laft lines of each verfe is a Chorys,
RANT me, kind heaven, what I réqueft,
In mafonry let me be bieft,
Diret me to that happy place
AVhere friendfpip {miles in every face ;
- Where
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Where freedom and fweet inmocence
Enlarge the mind and chear the fenfo, -
Where fcepter’d reafon from her throne
Surveys the /odge, and makes usonej |
And barmony’s delightful fway
Forever fheds ambrofial day;
Where we bleft Eden’s pleafure tafte,
Whilft balmy joys are our repatt, .
No prying eye canview us here,
No fool or knave difturb our chear ;
Our well-form’d /aws fet mankind free,
And give relief to mifery :
The poor opprefs’d with woe and grief,
Gain from our bounteous hands relzgf
Qur Jodge the focial virtues grace, .
And w:fdm s rules we fondly trace;
Whole naturé, open to our view,
Points out the paghs we fhould prfue,
Let us fubfift in lafting peace,
And may our happinefs ingreafc,

To all charitable mafons,

%WKBKWX#K%WWNXM_
VIIL e Sword-bearer’s Song.

N. B. The lafttwo linesof each verfeis the Chorus,
O all who mafmiry defpife

This counfel I beftow :

Pon’t ridicule, if you are wife,
A fecret you don’t know, L
' Your-

J—
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¥ ourfelves you banter, but notit,
You thew your fpleen, but not your wits
With a Fa, la, la, la, la.
Infpiring wirtue by our rules,
And in ourfelves fecure, i
‘We have compaffion for thofe fools,
Who thinks our azs impure :
We know from ignorance proceeds
Such mean oplmon of our deeds.
' With a Fa, &¢.
Yf union and fincerity
Have a pretence to pleafe,
We brothers of free-mafonry
Lay juftly claim to thefe .
"To fate-difputes we ne’er give birth,
Our motto friendfbip is, and mir¢h.
With a Fa, &c.
"Then let us laugh, fincé we've impos’d
On thoft who make a pother,
And cry, the fieret is difclos’d
By fome falfe-hearted brother ¢
"The mighty fecret’s gain’d, they boaft,
From poft-boy and from flying-poft.
~ With a Fa, Ia, 14, la, la.

To all mafters and wardens of regular lodges,
RO RS RATRAR A RS RSN,
IX. A1 ODE to the Free-mafons.

N. B. The two laft lines of each verfe isthe Chorus.

Y mafons art th afpiring domes
In fately columis fhall arife :
.All climates are their native homes,
‘Their learned actions reach the fkits,
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Heroes and kings revere their name,
‘While poets fing their lafting fame,
Great, woble, gen'roas, good and brave,
Are titles they moft juftly claim ¢
Their deeds thall live beyond the grave,
Which thofe unborn thall loud proclaim,_
Time fhall thelr glorious aéts enrol,
While love and friendthip charm the foul.

Ta the lafting bonour of frec mafons.”

%&W@%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%&mﬁ%
X. Ax Ode to Mafonry, &y brother ].,BAN(;KS,

< e

N. B. The two laft lines of each verfe is the Chorus.

ENIUS -of mafonry defcend,
In myftick numbers while we fing 3.

Enlarge our fouls, the craft defend,

And .hither all thy influence bring. . .
With focial thoughts our bofoms fill,
And give thy tirn to every will.
While yet Batgvia’s wealthy pow’rs

Neglect thy. beautias to explore ;
And winding Seine, adorn’d with tow’rs,

Laments thee wand’ting from his fhore 5
Here fpread thy wings, and glad thefe ifles, -
Where arts refide, and freedom fmiles.
- Behold the lodge rife into, view,

Tthie work of indufiry and art;
*Tis grand, and regular, and true,

For fo i§ €ach good mafor’s heart.
Friendfbip cements it from the gtound,” " .
And fecrecy thall fence it round, - A

- -
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A ftately dome o’erlooks our eaf?,
Like orient Pbabas in the morn;
And two tall pillars in the wefp
At once fupport us and adorn.
Ubpholden thus the f#ruffure ftands,
Untouched by facrilegious hands.

For concord form’d, our fouls agree,
Nor fate this union thall deftroy :

Our toils and fports alike are free,

, Andallis harmony and joy.

So SALEM’s semple roft by rule,

'Without the noife of aoxious toal.

As when AmpuioN tun’d his fong,

* Ev’n rugged rocks the mufic knew;

Smooth’d into foim, they glide along, |

And to a THEBES the defurs grew ;

So at the found of Hiraw’s veice .

Werife, we join, and we rejoice. -
Then may our vows to virtge move,
To virtue own'd in all her parts: ‘
Come candour, innocence and love,
Come'and poffefs our faithful hcarts ;

" Mercy, who feeds thie hungry poor,

And filence, guardian of the dogr, .

And thou AsTrZ£A (tho’ from earth,
-When men en men began ro prey,

 “Thou fed'ft to claih celifbial birth)

Down from Olympus wing thy way ;
And mindful of thy ancient feat.
Be prefent ftill where mafons meet,

Y  Tmmortal
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Lumortal feience too be near, _
(We own thy empire o’er the mind)
Drefs’d in thy radiant robes appear,
With all thy beauties train behind 3
Jwvention young and blooming there,
Here geometry with rule and fguare.

In Egyp?'s fabrick * learning dwelt,

* And Roman breafts could virtue hide: -

But valcan’s rage the building felt,

And Brutus, lait of Romans, dy’d:
Since when, difpers’d the fifers rove,
Or fill paternal thrones above,

But loft 1o half of human race,
With us the virzues fhall revive ;

And dsiv’n no more from place to place,

Here feience fhall be kept alive:
And manly tafie, the child of fenfe;
Shall banifh vice and dulnefs hence,

United thus, and for thefe ends,
Leet fcorn deride, and ey rail
From age to age the ¢raft defcends,
And what we build fhall never fail s
Ner fball the world onr works furvey
But every brother keep the key !

LI

@ The Prlmaas library, -
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A TRANSLATION of the Latin, in the
defeription of the bamquetting ball of the lodge

at Marfeilless for the benefit of fuch of my
readers as are unacquainted with that tomgue.

The masons at Marfeillss have erefted this
monument of thejr affetion to their moft be-
loved king. -

T

Fidelity to God, our kmg and country.

Prudence. Charity.
Fortitude. Fidelity:
Pardon. . Filial debt.
Patience, Paternal love.
Humility. Obedience. .
Friendfhip. - Alms-giving,"
Piety. Hofpitality.

* Here virtue, wifdom, beauty fixed their feat.

- Love joins their hearts, and piety the tic.
Here peace we give, -and here by turns receive,
One equal law of high and low the lot.

' The mafter, vice-mafter, and .Wiic;ie body of
the mafons of Mar:[eille; have cfc&cgl . thefe -
different examples of the. virtues and menu- ..

ments of fraternal liberality, propofed to the

imitation of their brethren; to the honoyr of the -

fupreme architeét of the whole world 3 in the year
- of light 5765.

"FINTIS
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